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00 Introduction 

The Book Of James

Introduction

1. The Author: 

A number of men in the New Testament bear the name "James": 

1. James the apostle, the brother John and son of Zebedee. But this James was killed by Herod Agrippa I not later than 44 A.D. (Acts 12:2). Most consider his death happening so early in the history of the Church as to rule out that he could have been the author. 

1. James the son of Alphaeus, who was also an apostle (Matthew 10:3). But it appears that this James is not mentioned after Acts 1:13. In addition, the writer of this letter doesn"t assert his apostleship, as Peter (1 Peter 1:1; 2 Peter 2:1) and Paul often did (Romans 1:4 and so on). It would appear that the writer of this letter was so well known and prominent that he could simply say, "James, a bondservant of God", and Christians in the first century would immediately recognize the identity of the writer. "Only a very prominent person could use such a common name without further identification. To suggest some obscure "James" would not be convincing." 

1. James the physical brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). This James is consistently referred to by his personal name alone (Acts 12:17; Acts 15:13; Acts 21:18; Galatians 2:9; Galatians 2:12; Jude 1:1). 

The Life Of James

Because he is first mentioned in the list of the Lord"s brothers (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3) it is assumed that he was next in age after Jesus. During the public ministry of Jesus, James and the other family members had tried to visit Jesus (Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21). It appears that they were concerned about His health (Mark 3:21; Mark 3:31). Up until at least seven months prior to the crucifixion, James and the other brothers remained unbelievers in Jesus (John 7:3-5). And yet prior to the day of Pentecost we find James with the apostles and other disciples (Acts 1:13), evidently now a believer in Jesus. Many feel that the "James" mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:7, to whom Jesus appeared, was this James. And that this appearance convinced James and subsequently the other brothers that their brother Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 

In the history of the early church we increasingly find James playing a prominent role. Three years after his conversion, Paul had met with Peter and James (Galatians 1:18-19). In Galatians 2:9, Paul referred to this James as being one of the pillars of the church, along with Peter and John. Around 47 A.D., James takes a prominent and vocal role along with Peter, Paul and Barnabas in opposing the Judaizing teachers (Acts 15:13-21). Clearly, he is a man who had the gift of speaking by inspiration. When Paul brought the collection for the poor Christians to Jerusalem, James is mentioned along with the elders of the church in Jerusalem (Acts 21:18). This was the end of Paul"s third missionary journey and would be spring of 58 A.D. Josephus claims that between the death of Festus and the arrival of the new Roman governor in Judea, the high priest, Ananus, seized the opportunity to call the judicial council together. He charged James and others with violating the law, and James was stoned to death. If we take this account as accurate, then James would have died around A.D. 62.

1. The Date: 

1. "Considerable attention is given in the letter to the economic inequity between the poor and the rich among the readers (). This condition largely ceased after the Roman-Jewish War (A.D. 66-70)." (Kent p. 27). But such would have to assume that the primary audience addressed were Christians living in Judea. 2. James is said to have died around 62 A.D., so this would be the limit for when the epistle would have been written. 3. Within the letter we learn that Christians are already suffering persecution (2:7). That the name "Christian" (Acts 11:26) is already being used and is being ridiculed by unbelievers. This would place the epistle as being written probably at least after 40 A.D. The letter also mentions orphans and widows and brethren in poverty (1:27; 2:15-18). A great famine had hit Judea around 44 A.D. Many date the letter as being written being A.D. 44 and A.D. 62 or 65, seeing that another tradition has James living until 65 A.D. 

1. To Whom Was The Letter Written: 

"to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad" () 

"Twelve tribes"-Obviously, James isn"t writing to non-Christians or Jewish unbelievers. The expression "twelve tribes" must be taken figuratively to apply to the Church, the new Israel (Galatians 3:28-29; Galatians 6:16; Romans 2:28-29; Romans 4:11-12).

"Dispersion"-Initially, the word was used of Jews who from time to time had been scattered among the Gentiles (John 7:5), Jews who lived outside of Palestine. But since James isn"t writing to unbelieving Jews, the word "dispersion" must mean, "figuratively of Christians who live in dispersion in the world" Therefore it would seem that this letter is addressed to Christians who have been scattered due to persecution (Acts 8:4) and other factors. This is a general letter addressed to all Christians. 

1. Where Written: 

Woods notes, that James mentions the "early and latter rain" (), which is a characteristic of Palestine. In addition, all the references to James in the latter half of the book of Acts place him in Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-41; Acts 21:1-40). The years during which James was a prominent voice for Christians in Palestine were troublesome years. Roberts notes, "The political and religious life of the country in these years is filled with corruption, strife, intrigue and hatred…In the governorship of Cuspius Fadus (A.D. 44-46) occurred the uprising of Theudas in Judea…It was during these years that the infamous Ananias was elevated to the high priesthood which he held A.D. 47-59. In A.D. 48 another governor Cumanus replaced Tiberias Alexander, and under his blundering occurred the riot in the temple in which Josephus says 20,000 Jews lost their lives….The new Procurator was Felix (A.D. 52)..Under him conditions of "legalized extortion"..became the order of the day. The Jewish nation, already impoverish by the famine (Acts 11:27), reached a critical economic state…The greed of Ananias and the rich Jews of whom the Sanhedrin was typical….Resentment against this situation and against Rome, who allowed it, became intensified in the 50"s by the growing Zealot bands of murderers and armed Dagger Assassins. These Assassins who appeared in the early reign of Felix began their work under the instigation of the Governor himself with the murder of the ex-high priest Jonathan in the Temple….The recall of Felix soon after the rule of Nero began brought the more able Festus to the troubled province. But his efforts to promote peace availed little…Festus died in A.D. 62, )and according to Josephus, before the new governor could arrive (Albinus), Ananus and the Sanhedrin took the life of James)… The high priest who had done the deed was deposed by the new Governor, but the Governor…organized his own pillage, set prisoners free for fees, and allowed the Sadducees free rein in Jerusalem; mobs ran riot…Meanwhile the Romans were growing tired of the bickering and the attacks upon Roman supply trains. Vespasian was on his way to set the troubled province at peace. The rest is tragedy." 

1. Complaints Against The Book: 

1. Martin Luther attacked the book of James, but he also had a low view of Jude, Hebrews and the book of Revelation. His dislike for the content of this epistle was based on his misunderstanding of what Paul meant by justification by faith. He failed to realize that the faith that results in justification is a faith which is obedient (Romans 1:5; Romans 2:6-11; Romans 6:1-5; Romans 6:17; Romans 16:26). And that mere mental assent has never saved anyone (John 12:42-43). 

1. Others view the book of James as containing a very low view of Christianity, and that the author was a man still caught up in observing the Law Of Moses. The problem with this, is that the author opposed those who tried to blend elements of Judaism with Christianity (Acts 15:1-21). Paul viewed James as definitely being on the right side of the Judaizing Controversy (Galatians 2:9). In addition, how can anyone read this book and call it a low view of Christianity? Some complain that James doesn"t contain the "meat" that is found in other New Testament letters such as Romans. In my view, this book contains a tremendous amount of meat. Just try applying the book in your daily life! 

Guthrie has noted that many statements in this book are simply restatements of what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-48; Matthew 6:1-34; Matthew 7:1-29). 

1. Joy in the midst of trials (James 1:2; Matthew 5:10-12) 

2. Asking for good gifts (; Matthew 7:7 ff) 

3. Teaching against anger (James 1:20; Matthew 5:22). 

4. Hearers and doers of the Word (James 1:22; Matthew 7:21; Matthew 7:24). 

5. Keeping the whole law (James 2:10; Matthew 5:19). 

6. Blessings of mercifulness (; Matthew 5:7). 

7. Blessings of peacemakers (; Matthew 5:9). 

8. Friendship with the world is enmity against God (; Matthew 6:24). 

9. Blessing to the humble (; Matthew 5:5). 

10. Against judging others (; Matthew 7:1-5). 

11. Moth and rust spoiling riches (; Matthew 6:19). 

12. Against oaths (; Matthew 5:33-37). 

1. There are those who claim that the Greek found in the book is excellent and would be beyond the abilities of a Galilean. Such writers seem to forget that God is the real author (1 Corinthians 2:9-13; Ephesians 3:3-5). And if inspiration means anything, it means that God should be given credit for the grammatical construction of the letter. Good grammar isn"t a problem for a person who is being moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21). If the Holy Spirit could enable men to speak perfectly in a foreign language which they had never learned (Acts 2:6-11), then what is the problem with the Holy Spirit improving your grammar in a language which you have heard since birth? 

4. And then there are the writers who are always trying to find a pseudo-writer behind every New Testament book. That is, someone other than James wrote the book and attached his name to it. But if the real author was deceptive, or in other words a liar (Revelation 21:8), then why should we listen to anything he said? 

VI. A Very Practical Book:

Various voices within the community of religious scholarship might not like this book, but I have a feeling that some of this is due to prejudice on the part of the scholars. This book doesn"t allow us to remain on an academic or theoretical level with the truths of Christianity. 1. This isn"t a Christianity which is practiced in the comfort of a study or with the perks of tenure and a successful book tour (). 2. God isn"t impressed by the skeptic (1:6-8). 3. There is a wisdom that cannot be obtained apart from God and submitting to His will (James 1:5). 4. This book gets down to the nitty-gritty of temptation (1:14-16), and removes all the human explanations, excuses and rationalizations for why people do bad things. The teaching on why people give into evil clearly goes against modern political correctness and what often passes for "science". 5. Often, religious or secular scholarship doesn"t like to hear that lip-profession means nothing (1:22-27). Being a Christian means getting your hands dirty, getting into uncomfortable situations, changing your attitude, controlling your tongue and so on. 6. The teaching concerning personal favoritism (2:1-9) goes against the preferences of those who see themselves as belonging to an elite class. 7. A faith that works upsets the Calvinist or the elitist, who wants their salvation locked in, so they can concentrate on more important matters (2:14-26). The book is so practical that some have called it "the gospel of common sense". Or as the writers of the ISBE stated, "The sentence construction is simple and straightforward. There is usually no good reason for misunderstanding anything James says." One writer noted, "There are those who talk holiness and are hypocrites; those who make profession of perfect love and yet cannot live peaceably with their brethren; those who are full of pious phraseology but fail in practical philanthropy. The epistle was written for them. It may not give them much comfort, but it ought to give them much profit. All who are long on theory and short on practice ought to steep themselves in the spirit of James; and since there are such people in every community and in every age, the message of the epistle will never grow old." (ISBE p. 1567)

1. Themes In The Book: 

Pure Religion Vs Vain Religion 

Pure Religion: Vain Religion

Joy and patience in the midst of trials () Complaining (5:9)

Unwavering faith () Doubting (1:6-8)

Enduring temptation () Yielding to it (1:14)

Seeing God as the source of all good () 

Slow to anger () Anger (1:20)

Humility () Pride (4:6)

Obedient Faith () Lip profession (2:14-16)

Control of the tongue () Lack of control (1:26, 3:2ff) 

Benevolence (; 2:14-26) It"s not my job (2:16)

Moral purity (; 4:8) Friendship with the world 

()

Love of neighbor () Showing partiality (2:1-9)

Respect for the whole law () Picking and choosing (2:9) 

Mercy () No mercy (2:13)

Peaceable, gentle, reasonable, good fruits Hypocrisy, jealousy, selfish 

conviction, sincerity () ambition, lying, arrogance 

()

God is the judge () Trying to assume God"s place 

()

Trust in God () Trust in self (4:13-17)

Generosity () Hoarding (5:1ff)

An Active Faith

Paul and James do not contradict each other, how could they if we believe the Bible is inspired of God? Paul and James teach the same thing, the faith that results in salvation is an active and obedient faith. Romans 4:1-25 stresses the same truth which is stressed in James 2:14-26. Look at the faith which Abraham possessed, and how Paul describes it in Romans 4:18-22. If one tries to argue that Romans 4:1-25 and James 2:1-26 are in opposition to each other, what is going to happen when you read Matthew 7:21 and following? Or John 14:15? Do Paul and Jesus contradict each other?

James also makes it clear that we must continue to exercise an obedient faith to end up saved. For James is addressing people who are already saved, ( "If a brother or sister…and one of you says…"). The book makes it clear that a Christian can so sin as to forfeit their salvation (2:14 "can that faith save him?"; 5:19-20).

This book contradicts Calvinistic theory, for it presents man as having a choice, a freewill. And much of the book places the responsibility for change and morality upon the individual (,4,6,9,12,21,22, and so on).

The Power Of The Tongue

Whoever wrote, "sticks and stones may break my bones, but words can never hurt me", needed to read this letter. Words can hurt and they can destroy (,8). In fact, God feels that one of the real tests of our spirituality is whether or not we can control what we say (1:26). 

The Truth About Temptation 

In contrast to so many false theories about why a person sins, the letter makes it clear: 1. Temptation is not a matter of fate or some eternal decree from God (). 2. "nor is it hereditary and so antecedent to choice." Many modern and ancient theories concerning why people do bad things are completely destroyed by the words found in James 1:13-15. 

1. Outline: 

While many outlines for the book exist, I like the following: 

Greeting () 

Trials and how to meet them (). 

Wisdom and how to obtain it () 

Wealth and how to regard it () 

Temptation and trial distinguished it () 

Good gifts () 

While trials are used by God to develop character and spirituality, temptation never comes from God but rather springs from our own evil and selfish desires. God doesn"t send temptations, but He does send all good gifts.

Hearing and doing (). 

The best thing that God has given us is His word. And when the word is received everything that is contrary to the will of God must be removed. 

Against partiality () 

Against a barren faith ()

Qualities required in teachers () (and all Christians)

1. Control of the tongue () 

2. True wisdom () 

Dangers: ()

1. Selfish motivation () 

2. Desire to compromise with the world () 

3. Arrogance () 

4. Unconstructive criticism () 

5. Rash confidence, presumption () 

Warnings to wealthy oppressors () 

Encouragements to the oppressed () 

Against oaths () 

The power of prayer () 

Help for the backslider () 

Before we close we should note that like the other writers of the New Testament, James believed that the examples and events recorded in the Old Testament: A. Really happened. B. Still stand as offering relevant lessons, warnings and words of encouragement (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:1-12; James 5:10-17). 
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Chapter 

1. Outline: 

1. Greeting: 

2. Rejoicing Under Pressure: 

3. Wisdom For Trials: 

4. Confidence In Prayer: 

5. Poverty And Wealth In Perspective: 

6. The Root Of Temptation: 

7. What God Does Send: 

8. Anger And Humility: 

9. Doers Of The Word: 

10. Pure Religion: 

1. Introductory Comments: 

"Because the Christian faith is not just an organization to join or a few abstract doctrines to hold, a letter like James"s is immediately relevant to every Christian….The Christian faith requires each believer to bring every thought and action into conformity to the Word of God. It proclaims a Christian philosophy of life in stark contrast to the self-seeking, unfocused, and often tumultuous existence that frequently characterizes those outside the faith….A matter worth pondering is the fact that the very first topic James discussed involved the difficulties encountered in the Christian life. Totally foreign to him was the curious modern notion that becoming a Christian will make life easier, that all problems will disappear…" (Kent p. 33)

Verse 1
"James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad, greetings."

"James, a bond-servant of God"-Some have contended that if the brother of Jesus had written this letter, then it is strange that James didn"t mention that relationship. But Roberts notes, "Notice that there is a complete lack of claim to special prestige or attention as a brother of Jesus. Some have thought this unnatural, but it is a mark of modesty." (p. 36) The name James in the Greek is pronounced ee-ack"o-bos and is the equivalent of the Old Testament name Jacob, it was a common name among the Jewish people.

Points To Note:

1. Notice the humility of James, even though being a brother of Jesus in the flesh, he simply calls himself a bond-servant. In the end, physical ties with Jesus meant nothing. 2. One writer notes, "It must have been a hard pill to swallow to see his brother grow up to be the Messiah." It must have been quite a shock for James and the other brothers to realize that their older brother was God! Think of the ramifications that went through their minds (like what they had said to Jesus while growing up with Him!) Concerning the word "bond-servant", Barclay notes, "It implies absolute obedience. The slave knows no law but his master"s word….The slave is the absolute possession of his master, and is bound to give his master an absolute and unquestioning obedience. It implies absolute humility. It is the word of a man who thinks not of his privileges but of his duties; not of his rights but of his obligations. It is the word of the man who has lost his self in the service of God. It implies absolute loyalty. It is the word of the man who has no interests of his own, because he is utterly pledged to God. What he does, he does for God. His own profit and his own preference do not enter into his calculations. His loyalty is to God." The prophets in the Old Testament were called "servants" (1 Kings 8:53; Daniel 9:11; Malachi 4:4; Joshua 2:8). "By taking the title "doulos" James sets himself in the great succession of those who found their freedom and their peace and their glory in perfect submission to the will of God." (Barclay p. 42) 

Unfortunately, it seems that some Christians have lost sight of what it means to be a servant of God. And the freedom that is found in completely giving ourselves to God (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:14-16).

"of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ"-This clearly points out that there are at least two beings Who have the qualities of Deity. Be impressed that James describes himself as a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not only does James give absolute obedience to God, but also to Jesus. "By designating himself as a bondservant of "God and the Lord Jesus Christ", James has put Jesus and God the Father on the same plane, surely a remarkable statement for a half-brother to make." (Kent pp. 34-35)

"to the twelve tribes"-as noted in the introduction on James, it is obvious that James isn"t addressing this letter to unbelieving Jews. Concerning the next statement the only remaining question would be, is James writing to an audience of predominately Jewish Christians in Palestine or does the expression, "to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad", refer to Christians everywhere?

Points To Note:

1. Christians constitute spiritual Israel (Galatians 6:16; Galatians 3:28). 2. The statement "twelve tribes" indicates that the Church constitutes the entire people of God! Under the new covenant, God doesn"t have a spiritual Israel and a physical Israel which are both in His favor. 3. The statement "twelve tribes" is used to describe the people of God in the new covenant (Revelation 7:4-8). 

"who are dispersed abroad"-Initially the "Diaspora" referred to the Jews who lived outside of Palestine. In New Testament times it is estimated that three to five million Jews lived in other parts of the Roman Empire. The "Diaspora" contained about four groups: 1. Those who lived in Babylonian and were the descendants of those removed from Palestine by the Assyrians and Chaldeans in 722 and 586 B.C. 2. Those who lived in Syria, dating from the Greek conquests. 3. Those who lived in Egypt, especially in Alexandria, established by Alexander the Great and Ptolemy I. 4. The Jews who lived in Rome, dating from around 63 B.C. The great importance of the literal "Diaspora", is that they converted many people to Judaism, produced a Greek translation of the Old Testament, which was the Old Testament used by the early church. In addition, the presence of Jewish synagogues in almost every major city outside of Palestine, made it easier for Christian preachers to spread the gospel (Acts 17:1-2). "This Dispersion is witnessed in the book of Acts as the reader sees Paul visiting the synagogues for his first contacts with the community. Along with these, there were large numbers of devout Greeks…who were already attracted to the religion of the Old Testament by the teaching and lives of their Jewish neighbors." (Roberts pp. 38-39)

While some writers believe that James wrote primarily to Jewish Christians scattered throughout the Roman Empire, I am more inclined to believe that the statement, "to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad", refers to all Christians who are scattered throughout the Empire. 1. The expression "twelve tribes" was used to refer to the totality of the people of God. In a literal sense, it meant the same thing as the entire nation of Israel. Christians of a Jewish background do not make up the entire Church. 2. The letter doesn"t deal with strictly Jewish issues, in fact many Jewish hot-topics are never mentioned, i.e. circumcision and the relation of the Law of Moses to the New Covenant. 3. The letter does mentioned a few Old Testament quotations and examples (,10-11; 21-26; 5:11-17), but these examples are relevant for all Christians. 

Verse 2
The Christian"s Attitude Toward Trials

James 1:2 "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,"

"Consider it"-to consider, deem, account, think (Thayer p. 276); "regard, "deem it pure joy, when" (Arndt p. 343); "first aorist middle imperative, "Do it now and once for all" (Robertson p. 11). "James wasted no time in coming to an unpleasant subject and ordering a most difficult response….To "consider it all joy" means to respond with a deliberate intelligent appraisal, not an emotional reaction." (Kent p. 36) Notice the choice and freewill in this verse. A simple change of attitude or perspective on our part can make all the difference in the world. Attitude isn"t something that is inherently fixed from birth and God isn"t going to come along and miraculously change our attitude. 

"all joy"-And not merely "some" joy. "unmixed joy, not just some joy along with much grief" (Robertson p. 11). "The sufferer is to be glad that he can suffer. He is not to dwell on the unpleasantness of the experience. There should be no such thing as a complaining, grumbling disciple of Jesus (Hebrews 12:2)." (Roberts p. 40)

Points To Note:

1. The joy in this passage is an intelligent joy. This isn"t a mindless and superficial kind of joy. Rather, it is born in the realization that such trials will only result in much good for my spiritual life and the lives of others (Romans 5:3-4). 2. It is the joy that one is experiencing a time of tremendous personal growth and maturity. Joy that one is being allowed to do something for God, to suffered for His cause (Philippians 1:29). 3. The joy that one is making an impact upon the world, that the world is feeling the sting of some godly salt (Matthew 5:10-12). "A Christian is to look at the experience from God"s perspective and recognize the trial not as a happy experience in itself but as the means of producing something most valuable (Psalms 119:71; 1 Peter 1:6-8…The trial itself is not called a joy, but the encounter is." (Kent p. 36) 4. And we have the choice! We can either profit from trials or be destroyed by them, we can allow them to improve our spiritual lives, line up our priorities, bring about greater virtues, or we can allow such trials to make us bitter, resentful and angry. Paul realized that trials constitute a path to true happiness (Philippians 4:11). In other words, true happiness, true joy cannot be realized without personal growth, maturity and experience in handling hardships and difficult situations. 

"when"-"whenever, it implies that temptation may be expected all along the Christian course." (Vincent p. 724) (Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12)

"you encounter"-the word "encounter", is the same word as used in the parable of the Good Samaritan, when the man "fell among the robbers" (Luke 10:30). It means, "to fall into as to be encompassed by" (Thayer p. 504). It is the picture of being surrounded by trials. " Notice that James says "when" and not "if". "We cannot choose whether or not we will fall into testing. We will be tested…..If we think for a minute that when we get "spiritual", we will stop being tested, we are mistaken." (Draper p. 14) We cannot anticipate and avoid every possible trial in life. For many trials, all we can do is prepare. 

"various trials"-1. The word "various" suggests that trials come in many forms, and we will face of variety of hardships (1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 10:32 ff). Various trials are mentioned in this letter (2:6-7; 5:1,6,13). 2. "trials"-"adversity, affliction, trouble" (Thayer p. 498). 

Point To Note:

James makes it clear that God doesn"t seduce anyone to sin (), and yet God allows His people to undergo hardships and periods of testing. The word here "trial" is usually understood to be a testing from without, such as some sort of hardship or persecution. And yet I believe most of us realize that a trial can very quickly become an excuse to sin, if our attitude isn"t right. An outward trial can quickly shift to an inward temptation. For example, many people handle stress by drinking, yielding to selfish anger and engaging in immorality.

Verse 3
"knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance."

"knowing that"-"recognize that, accept the fact that" (Roberts p. 42) The above "joy" is based on knowledge of certain truths. During trials, the Christian needs to remain calm and have their mind focused on the promises of God. The Christian needs to remember that when they encounter a trial, they immediately know what the end result will be if they remain faithful to God! If our attitude is right, we can"t lose ().

"the testing"-"James was making the point that the presence of trials in the lives of believers refines their faith so that what is false can be stripped away and the genuine part that continues to trust God will develop victorious positive endurance." (Kent p. 37) Barclay notes, "This is an interesting word ("testing"). It is the word for sterling coinage, for money which is genuine and unalloyed. The aim of testing is to purge us of all impurity….to leave us cleansed and purified." (pp. 50-51) The same idea is found in 1 Peter 1:6-7; Job 23:10 "When He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold"; Psalms 66:10. Be impressed that the Holy Spirit doesn"t miraculously remove evil desires and bad habits, for if He did, then trials would serve no useful purpose.

"of your faith"-Trials test your faith and they also determine whether your faith is genuine or not. The result is either that you gain a stronger faith, a greater conviction in God or such faith is destroyed or seriously weakened to where you become ineffective. Our faith needs to be tested and analyzed because hype and arrogance can often pass for faith. 

"produces endurance"-brings about or results in, Romans 5:3 "knowing that tribulation worketh steadfastness". The word "endurance" means steadfastness, perseverance, fortitude.

Points To Note:

1. Patience isn"t a mere passive virtue, rather "It describes the person who bravely remains upright and firm under adverse circumstances, without collapse or cowardice." (Kent p. 37) 2. "it is not simply the ability to bear things; it is the ability to turn them to greatness and glory…the quality which makes a man able, not simply to suffer things, but to welcome them and to vanquish them." (Barclay p. 51) 3. "It denotes the ability to exhibit steadfastness and constancy in the face of the most formidable difficulty." (Woods p. 37) See Romans 2:7; 2 Corinthians 6:4; Hebrews 10:36; Hebrews 12:1; Luke 21:19. 4. Which means that trials don"t have to put the Christian out of commission, and neither does hardship mean that we must slack off. Which means that I can keep on teaching people, keep on encouraging others, keep on encouraging my family, keep on reaching out of non-Christians, even though I am going through tremendous hardships. 

Verse 4
"And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." 

"let endurance"-The language of choice, "present active imperative, let it keep on having" (Robertson p. 12). "But wait a moment----we have all known people who have grown impatient under testing. Is James saying that testing always works patience? Yes…Patience is always the result when our faith is tested if we let the test run its course." (Draper p. 16) The word "let" reminds us that we have the choice whether testing brings about improvement or disaster in our lives. Trials do not inherently bring improvement, they only bring improvement when we allow growth to happen.

"Never accuse God of not knowing what it happening. Nothing comes to us that does not come by his permissive will. He knows every disappointment, every point of pressure. James is saying, "I know what it is like to have heartaches, to face pressure….let God have his way with you. When the testing is finished, it will have produced in you a pure faith that is strong and sturdy…Testing, trials, troubles are God"s pruning shears, his purging fire, his carpenter"s bench in order to make us what we need to be." (Draper p. 16) (See John 15:2 and Hebrews 12:9-11; Hebrews 12:5-6).

"have its perfect result"-"present active imperative, let it keep on having" (Robertson p. 12). The word "perfect" means: "brought to its end, finished, wanting nothing necessary to completeness" (Thayer p. 618); "having attained the end or purpose, complete" (Arndt p. 809). Concerning the phrase "perfect result", Arndt says, "let endurance show itself perfectly in practice" (p. 308). "Result" means practical result, thus patience during trials must be put to actual work; it must be allowed to work in our lives during trials.

"that you may be perfect complete, lacking in nothing"-The word "perfect" here means: "fully developed in a moral sense" (Arndt p. 809) (Colossians 1:28; Hebrews 5:14; 1 Corinthians 14:20). A mature, tried and proven character is in view (Romans 5:3-4). The words do not mean sinless perfection. Therefore, the Christian who starts to doubt or complain in the midst of trials is lacking in such spiritual maturity. A great test of spirituality is how we react during trials. As long as we lack patience, as long as we have a short level of endurance, we are spiritually immature (Hebrews 6:11-12; Hebrews 10:35-36). Barclay notes, "Bit by bit this unswerving constancy removes the weaknesses and the imperfections from a man"s character. Daily it enables him to conquer old sins, to shed old blemishes and to gain new virtues." (p. 52)

Other Scriptures on suffering (Psalms 94:12; Psalms 119:67-71; Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5; Ecclesiastes 7:2-3; Ecclesiastes 7:14; Matthew 5:11-12; Luke 6:23; Romans 5:3; 1 Peter 1:6).

Verse 5
Wisdom In Trials

The connection between the following verses and the previous verses appears to be: "James has just told his readers that, if they use all the testing experiences of life in the right way, they will emerge from them with that unswerving constancy which is the basis of all the virtues. But immediately the question arises, "How can I so use these testing experiences to use them in the right way?" James answer is, "If any man feels that he has not the wisdom to use aright the experiences of this life---and no man in himself possesses that wisdom-let him ask if from God." (Barclay p. 52)

"But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him."

"lacks wisdom"-"wisdom is a practical thing. Wisdom is not philosophic speculation…Wisdom is wisdom for life." (Barclay p. 53) In addition, "wisdom" is inherently connected with a right attitude towards God and His word (Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 15:33). "The wisdom he speaks of here is not merely information, or simply education…The wisdom spoken of here is the ability to judge and evaluate sorrow and joy from God"s standpoint, to view from God"s perspective what comfort and pain mean, understanding wealth and poverty on a divine level." (Draper p. 17) Wisdom is the ability to put into practice the principles and instructions given us in the revelation of God"s word." (Roberts p. 46) (Colossians 4:5)

"let him ask of God"-And yet many people, even some Christians insist on believing that there is a better "wisdom" outside of the will of God. But such is not the case, a higher wisdom than that which is found in the Bible does not exist (1 Corinthians 2:9). "It is quite significant that James did not say, "But if any of you lacketh wisdom, let him study philosophy, or, let him meditate, or, let him consult the wise."" (Woods p. 40) "Let him ask"-"present active imperative, "let him keep on asking" (Robertson p. 13) 

"who gives to all men generously"-"Generously"-"openly, frankly, sincerely" (Thayer p. 57); "Simply giving, and adding nothing afterwards which may take off from the graciousness of the gift." (Alford p. 1592) 

"without reproach"-"to heap insults upon…a special kind of reproach is the manifestation of displeasure or regret which too often accompanies the giving of a gift" (Arndt p. 570) (Matthew 7:7-11)

Points To Note:

1. "There is a kind of giver who gives only with a view to getting more than he has given; who gives only to gratify his vanity and his sense of power by putting the recipient under an obligation which he will never be allowed to forget; who gives and who then continuously casts up the gift that he has given." (Barclay p. 54) God gives generously and God gives without parading His liberality. 

1. Draper notes, "If we view the success of our families or friendships simply by whether or not everyone is content and cooperative, then the moment one person steps out of line or one misunderstanding arises, it destroys the whole relationship. We will find our lives fenced in, with every little circumstance transforming what could be a happy life into absolute misery. But if we have the wisdom James is talking about…..Every pressure becomes an opportunity….We need God"s wisdom. An exasperated man will do unwise things. A person who is distraught will not make good choices. A man who is upset will make foolish decisions." (p. 19) (1 Samuel 18:14-15) 

"and it will be given to him."-Wisdom will be given him or her, but the following verses let the reader know that this wisdom isn"t given unconditionally. And such wisdom is not available for the person who is outside of Jesus Christ, not to mention the Christian who can"t trust God or who always seems to find an excuse for why they aren"t growing spiritually. 

Verse 6
"But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind."

"But let him ask in faith"-(Matthew 21:21; James 5:15). God has a ready answer for the Christian who complains that God hasn"t answered their prayer, or that they have been trying to live the Christian life and yet they are still confused. Faith, trust, confidence in God is essential (Hebrews 11:6).

"without any doubting"-Notice the word "any". How many us think we are pleasing to God as long as we don"t voice our complaints? "Arguing with God, complaining about circumstances, or hesitancy to be open to His answer are human attitudes that will prevent God from responding." (Kent p. 39) Vine says concerning the word "doubting", "the verb suggests, not so much weakness of faith, as lack of it" (Vine p. 335)

Point To Note:

We should note that "doubting" includes any manifestation of unbelief. Complaining about our circumstances, questioning God, blaming others, trying to punish God (because He didn"t respond in the way we had requested) by withholding our contribution, or prayers, are all forms of unbelief. (Romans 4:20-21 "yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform." ) (See 1 Corinthians 10:1-13).

"for the one who doubts is like"-This is God"s view of the person who can"t trust Him. And the reader should note that this doubter is a professed Christian.

"the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind"-Like Jesus, James had grown up in Galilee. Violent storms would hit the sea of Galilee. "the constant churning of the water suggested the agitation in a doubter"s heart. Such persons are encouraged one moment, discouraged the next." (Kent p. 40) Paul spoke of people who were carried about by every wind of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14). Often we see professed Christians who are hot and then cold, high and then low. "Every pressure that is brought to bear upon his life will bear fruits of confusion and despair." (Draper p. 23) This is the type of person who has just enough religion to make them miserable. Such a person is often rash in their decisions, impatient, can"t wait for God to act, and subject to extreme mood swings. Like waves blown by the wind, the mood and spirit of this individual is determined by the external happenings in life. 

Verse 7
"For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord",

"let not that man expect"-Don"t even entertain the thought that God will answer any of your prayers if this is your spiritual condition. The only encouragement that should be given to such an individual is to change their ways, to be no longer faithless, but believing! (John 20:27) Unfortunately, sometimes we tend to pamper this sort of individual. Often such a person looks for sympathy, wants others to hear their complaints. This man doesn"t need sympathy, he needs faith!

Verse 8
"being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways"

"double-minded"-lit., having two souls. "double-headed people who stagger helplessly here and there in their thinking, doubting, hesitating." (Arndt p. 201) We often talk about the person who has one foot in the world and one foot in the Church. Those who are trying to please God and at the same time be a friend of the world (James 4:8). People who act as if they have two minds, directing them in contradictory directions, so that they make no lasting stand for anything.

"unstable in all his ways"-"Unstable"-"restless" (Thayer p. 22); "unsettled, fickle, and hence unreliable. The man who cannot trust God cannot be trusted by others." (Roberts p. 50); "uncertain about everything he does" (Gspd)

Points To Note:

1. The doubter is the person who is trying to serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). 2. Notice the statement, "in all his ways", unbelief will affect every area of your life! One cannot limit unbelief to merely one area of our relationship with God. 3. "Doubt to him was no evidence of superior learning or unusual intellectual attainment; it was, instead, a mark of mental instability, evidence of confused intellectual processes." (Woods p. 45) 4. Sadly, such a doubter often argues that he or she has been the victim of circumstances. 

Verse 9
In keeping with what has been previously said about trials and wisdom, James passes to the subject of poverty and wealth. Both circumstances can bring their own temptations, and wisdom is needed to live godly in both situations. "The last chapter (section of verses) talked about the double-minded man who was unstable in everything. Such a man has the wrong view of life. He thinks that if he is poor, he is forsaken of God and if he is wealthy, he is blessed of God." (Draper p. 25) "The trials that believers encounter often cause a reassessment of life"s real values. They frequently affect economic conditions and social standing. Rich believers can become poor, and the poor can become poorer. The occasion is offered for some careful evaluation of what is really important." (Kent p. 42)

"But let the brother of humble circumstances glory in his high position;"

"brother of humble circumstances"-"of position, power, and esteem, of low position, poor, lowly, undistinguished of no account" (Arndt p. 804) That is, someone who is "undistinguished" in the eyes of the world, someone who is poor and seems from a worldly point of view to have no apparent value in the community. 

"glory in his high position"-"rejoice in his exalted station as a Christian" (Wms). 

Points To Note:

1. God doesn"t bestow material blessings as an inherent reward for faithfulness. There existed many poor Christians in the first century (1 Corinthians 1:26). 2. The poor Christian, instead of resenting his social status, blaming God, wallowing in self-pity and thus giving into various temptations, needs to realize how highly God has exalted him. Every Christian has been raised up with Christ and placed in a heavenly place (Ephesians 2:6), and has been given access to every spiritual blessing (Ephesians 1:3). 3. The poor man also needs to glory in the fact that he possesses wealth which cannot be touched by external circumstances (Matthew 6:19-21). Barclay notes, "Christianity brings to every man what every man needs. As Mayor put it "As the despised poor earns self-respect, so the proud rich learns self-abasement." (p. 55) 

"glory"-Which means to take pride in and boast. The Christian should never suffer from a lack of purpose or lack of self esteem. We need to take pride in the status which God has given to us. The poor man should not be intimidated or ashamed of his humble position, rather, in reality he is extremely wealthy. Let us spend more time boasting in our blessings from God (Romans 5:11; Romans 15:17; 1 Corinthians 1:31; Philippians 3:3; Galatians 6:14; Romans 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 1:4).

Verse 10
"and let the rich man glory in his humiliation, because like flowering grass he will pass away." 

"rich man"-It would seem very clear that the rich man under consideration is a Christian. There were wealthy Christians in various congregations (1 Timothy 6:17). 

"glory in his humiliation"-"The man who is wealthy in the things of the world should rejoice that his personal value is more permanent than his wealth" (Draper p. 26) "He (the rich), too, could find reason to glory in his Christian faith, even in persecution. To be the object of ridicule and scorn because he had adopted Christian values would have been an humiliating experience for a rich man, perhaps even more so than for a poor one. To relegate material things to a lesser plane because the wealthy person had put his concentration on spiritual concerns would lower him in the eyes of many of his pagan neighbors. James said to him that this should be no cause of shame, but rather an opportunity for proper exultation that his values had now been straightened out." (Kent p. 43) 

The rich Christian needs to rejoice, because God has shown him his true spiritual poverty and the temporal nature of his wealth (Luke 12:15-21). "The great peril of riches is that they tend to bring to a man a false sense of security. He feels that he is safe; he feels that he has the resources to cope with anything; he feels that he can buy anything he wants, and buy himself out of any situation which he may wish to escape or to avoid." (Barclay p. 55)

"because like flowering grass he will pass away"-Life is fleeting for both poor and rich alike, but the rich man has the greater tendency to trust in the uncertainty of riches, and think that he and his life will last forever (1 Timothy 6:17; James 4:13-14; Luke 12:15-21). In addition, the rich man could lose his wealth overnight, and cease to be a rich man (Hebrews 10:34; Philippians 3:5-8). 

"flowering grass"-(1 Peter 1:24-25). "James"s description of the wealthy man and the comparative shortness of human life reminds him of the wild flowers that carpeted the hillsides of his native land. They were dazzlingly beautiful for a few brief weeks in the spring after the rains had come, but their beauty was always short-lived." (Kent p. 44)

Points To Note:

1. Temptations exist for both the poor man and the rich man (Proverbs 30:7-9). "Poverty is not an unmixed blessing, nor are riches an unadulterated evil." (Woods p. 47). 2. "The greatest temptation the poor face is coveteousness. We would think that the rich would be the most coveteous, but it is easy for those who do not have all the things they would like to have to view themselves as deprived (Mark 4:19)….James is saying, "Don"t become bitter and depressed by dwelling on your poverty, but recognize from a new perspective that you are exalted in the eyes of God and in the face of eternity." There is no room in the Christian"s life for bitterness because we don"t have what we want. We would then saying that God has given us less than we need." (Draper p. 27) 3. Clearly, we have the tendency to rejoice about the wrong things. 4. "When asked how much money it takes to make a man happy, John D. Rockefeller answered, "Just a little more"." (Draper p. 30)

Verse 11
"For the sun rises with a scorching wind, and withers the grass; and its flower falls off, and the beauty of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the midst of his pursuits will fade away."

"scorching"-"burning heat" (Thayer p. 342) In the land of Palestine, there were times when a hot wind coming off the deserts from the east would hit the land like "a blast of hot air when an oven is opened" (Barclay p. 56). As quickly as the sun or a hot wind can destroy vegetation, just as quickly a rich man can die or lose everything (Luke 12:20 "This very night…")

"rich man in the midst of his pursuits"-that is, in his busy pursuits, his undertakings. It is amazing that we spend so much time pursuing things that don"t last. In the midst of all his great plans, activities and endeavors, the rich man can either die or lose everything. So much for the idea that as long as I am working hard, as long as I am busy and trying to stay ahead I am safe (James 4:13 ff). Great passages concerning the short-comings of wealth are found in Ecclesiastes 2:8-11; Ecclesiastes 2:18-21; Ecclesiastes 4:8; Ecclesiastes 5:10-14; Ecclesiastes 6:2. 

Verse 12
Successful Testing:

"Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him." 

"Blessed"-"Fortunate, happy, usually in the sense, privileged recipient of divine favor" (Arndt p. 486) "Happiness is not a normal response to temptation and testing. We would say, "Blessed is the man who is never under pressure. Blessed is the one who never has his faith tested. Blessed is the individual who always gets his way, who is prosperous, who never experiences sorrow, who never knows sickness, who always succeeds." (Draper p. 32)

Carefully note that the blessing isn"t upon the man who is tested-for everyone experiences hardship (1 Corinthians 10:13). Rather, the blessing is upon the individual who endures. "Happy is the man who doesn"t just simply go through testing, but endures it. His endurance has the capacity to take something that could devastate him, turn it around and make it into a blessing" (Draper p. 33) 

"perseveres"-"bear bravely and calmly" (Thayer p. 644); "stand one"s ground, hold out, endure in trouble, affliction" (Arndt p. 845); "present active indicative" (Robertson p. 16) (Matthew 10:22; Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13; Romans 12:12; 1 Corinthians 13:7).

"under trial"-The trials under consideration are typically viewed as outward trials which need to be endured, such as persecution, poverty, hardship, etc….and not inward spiritual temptations which need to be resisted. And yet, an outward trial can quickly lead to spiritual problems if our attitude isn"t right. Persevering under trial would include resisting the temptation to blame God, seek relief in sinful activities, compromise and so on.

"for once he has been approved"-"approved, tried and true, genuine" (Arndt p. 203). Side reference NASV, "passed the test". "For once his testing is complete" (Phi); "for when he has stood the test" (Wey). (Romans 16:10; 2 Timothy 2:15). Concerning the word "approved", "It is the Greek word meaning to test metal to see if it is pure, to purge out the impurities and leave only the purest metal. The word speaks of heating a piece of metal in the furnace in order to scrape off the impurities that rise to the top. What is left is pure and valuable." (Draper p. 34) (1 Peter 4:12)

"he will receive the crown of life"-"STEPHANOS-the victors crown, the symbol of triumph in the games or some such contest…a reward or prize." (Vine p. 258) (2 Timothy 4:8; 1 Peter 5:4; Revelation 2:10). "of life"-the crown which consists of eternal life.

Points To Note:

1. This crown of life isn"t given after the first "trial" the Christian overcomes, for eternal life for the Christian, is still future (Titus 1:2; Mark 10:30), in the sense of having it permanently. 2. In addition, the Christian will encounter many trials (Acts 14:22). 3. Unfortunately, even for some Christians, overcoming trials isn"t viewed as a great victory! We tend to place more importance on losing weight, finding that ideal piece of property, getting a raise, climbing the company ladder, or if our favorite team makes it into the playoffs. Let us remember that this is a crown that doesn"t fade! "Everything in this life loses its value to us. Everything the world gives wears out…Every human acclaim, every human achievement, every human blessing goes downhill." (Draper p. 36) 

"which the Lord has promised to those who love Him"-One more verse which clearly teaches that love for God is shown by a definite pattern of conduct and attitude (John 14:15). This also infers that to overcome trials, one must have a great love for Jesus. Too many people think that sheer human determination will enable them to overcome every hardship, such thinking is nothing more than declaring that man himself is God. (Matthew 5:10-12). The Bible is full of promises to those who love God (Exodus 20:6; Deuteronomy 7:7-11; 1 Corinthians 2:9). 

Verse 13
The Truth About Temptation

In Jewish thought there were many ideas concerning the source of temptation. Some said it started with Satan, or fallen angels were responsible. Some even argued that since God was the Creator of all things, that God must be responsible for evil. Draper notes, "Testing and temptation are not necessarily the same thing. A trial is not necessarily an enticement to do evil. And yet we need to recognize that in every test of our faith, in every trial of our lives, in every pressure that we experience, there is an element of temptation. It contains, for example, an opportunity to become bitter or resentful, or to let animosity and hatred build." (p. 39)

"The Christian life is not always the tranquil experience that is commonly expected. Believers are not less subject to trouble and calamity than are other people. They are often part of a minority, and this can provide special pressures. Their physical bodies are just as susceptible to disease or injury as their neighbors". Their houses catch fire, their possessions are stolen, their jobs are lost, and their families are threatened….Another kind of trouble, however, is more subtle and is often more difficult to handle. This is the problem of evil thoughts, tendencies to sin, feelings of guilt and discouragement….Every person has such temptations, and Christians are not immune. Some have tried to escape the problem by associating only with other Christians, or even by withdrawing totally from the world into some monastic setting, however, those who are perceptive and honest will admit their sinful thoughts went right along with them." (Kent pp. 47-48) 

"Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone."

"Let no one say when"-Which infers that all Christians will be tempted (1 Corinthians 10:13). The question is not "if" you will be tempted, but rather, "when" temptation will happen. The verse also infers that there is the tendency to shift blame during temptation. 

"I am being tempted by God"-"Even though God is not usually blamed directly….there are subtle ways in which the blame is shifted elsewhere, often to God…The frequent heard defense, "I"m only human," implies that the sinner could not help himself, and thus the blame is shifted to the Creator." (Kent p. 49) The Greek word rendered here "by", is usually translated "from" in other passages. "He meant that it is not enough merely to avoid blaming God for being the direct instigator of some temptation. We must not even imply that He is remotely responsible." (Kent p. 49) 

Points To Note:

1. The word "tempted" here means being enticed or solicited to yield to evil. 2. Not only does God have nothing to do with enticing us to sin, God actually helps us during temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13). 3. But it is so easy to shift blame (Genesis 3:12 "The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me…"). It is so easy to blame others, the circumstances, the short-comings of others, and so on. And many of our complaints are veiled accusations against God. "I wouldn"t sin, if God hadn"t allowed sin to happen in the first place", "I was born into a sin cursed world", "I"m only human", "It"s unfair to demand perfection of imperfect beings", "the problem is the body that God gave me." 

"for God cannot be tempted by evil"-God cannot be enticed to sin. Which means that there is nothing in God which responds to evil. "God is perfect; he needs nothing else. He is complete within himself. There is nothing within God that needs fulfillment, satisfaction, or gratification. God is whole. His happiness is perfect. He needs nothing else." (Draper p. 40) There is no desire for evil within God, in fact, God never even toys with the idea of doing something evil. God is never tempted to misuse His absolute power and authority. Rather, God is totally pure (1 John 1:5; Titus 1:2; 1 Peter 1:15). 

"and He Himself does not tempt anyone"-Since God is untemptable, then how could He ever tempt others? God does allow people to be tested (Genesis 22:1; Deuteronomy 4:34; Deuteronomy 7:19; Deuteronomy 29:2; Psalms 95:8) to strengthen their faith (James 1:2-4; Romans 5:3-5). But God never entices people to sin. What this means is that the trials which God allows were never meant to destroy our faith. We can therefore have confidence that God is always pulling for us, that every hardship or setback can be used for our improvement. "Tempting others to evil would require a delight in evil, of which he is himself incapable." (Adamson p. 70)

Point To Note:

In view of the above statement, certain conclusions must be made. Since Jesus is God (John 1:1), it is also clear that Jesus never tempts anyone and there is nothing in Jesus which would respond to evil. Which means that when the Bible says that Jesus was tempted, it doesn"t mean that there was something in Jesus which would respond to sin. It doesn"t mean that Jesus was often on the verge of yielding to sin (Hebrews 2:18; Hebrews 4:14-16). When the text says that Jesus was tempted, it is clear that all the various trials which come upon all men generally, fell upon Jesus, but there was nothing in the nature of Jesus which responded to any of those temptations. Some seem to think that since Jesus had a physical body that such made Him more vulnerable to evil. But there is nothing evil about our physical bodies, and temptation arises in the mind, not the body (Mark 7:20-23). In addition, I would think that absolute and unlimited power would be a greater "temptation" to someone who could be enticed to sin-then a physical body.

Verse 14
"But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust."

"is tempted"-Obviously, the word "tempted" here means to be enticed to sin. Carefully note that the idea of entire sanctification wherein one rises above the possibilities of sin by the eradication of evil tendency in himself is false. In this life, the Christian never rises above the possibility of being tempted (1 Corinthians 9:27; 1 John 1:8).

"carried away"-"to lure forth" (Thayer p. 222); "as in hunting or fishing game is lured from its haunt" (Vine p. 337); "drag away, taken in two by his own desires" (Arndt p. 274)

"and enticed"-"to lure by a bait" (Vine p. 36). "Temptation is the pull of man"s own evil thoughts and wishes" (Draper p. 41) These two words "carried away", "and enticed" are hunting and fishing terms. "one can visualize the fish being first aroused from its original place of safety and repose, and then being lured to the bait that hides the fatal hook." (Kent p. 51)

"by his own lust"-Man is not enticed by Adam"s sin or the sin of his parents, but rather, his own lusts. Man does not sin due to circumstances, determinism, fate, predestination, natural forces beyond his control, inherited factors or the whim of various deities.

Points To Note:

1. But someone may argue, "How can God blame me for yielding to lusts which God created in me?" 2. The truth of the matter is that God made us with desires, pure and noble, but we are the ones who take those wholesome desires and turn them into selfish demands. God didn"t create us with evil desires, rather whatever evil desires are presently within us are of our own making, the result of twisting legitimate desires, of creating false needs. Carefully note that our body isn"t the source of sin, but rather, the origin is found in our own evil thoughts (Mark 7:20-23). 

Barclay aptly describes how the wholesome can become twisted into the sinful: "Immorality, impurity, licentiousness are perversions of the sexual instinct which is in itself a lovely thing and a part of love. Idolatry is a perversion of worship, and was begun as an aid to worship. Sorcery is a perversion of the use of healing drugs in medicine. Envy, jealousy and strife are perversions of that noble ambition and desire to do well which can be a spur to greatness……anger…. a perversion of that righteous indignation without which the passion for goodness cannot exist. Dissension and the party spirit are a perversion of the devotion to principle which can produce the martyr." (Flesh and Spirit, p. 39)

Often we talk about the "power of sin". We need to remember that the power of sin is what happens when we become selfish, when we become convinced that God and His ways cannot be trusted for our happiness. Selfishness and unbelief can take the most wholesome desires and completely twist them into something which is tremendously evil.

Verse 15
"Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death."

"when lust has conceived"-"The will yields to lust and conception takes place" (Robertson p. 18). "sin occurs following the arousing of sinful desires and the attraction to some tempting lure." (Kent p. 51)

Point To Note:

Various writers have noted that James seems to place a gap between lust and sin, that the moment an evil thought enters your mind, doesn"t mean that you have right then and there sinned. Woods notes, "James does not affirm that sin sprang into life at the moment desire was experienced…it is impossible to purge our minds of fleeting desires, improper thoughts, and questionable ideas….We must, when such occur, rigidly exclude them, and never harbor and entertain them." (p. 61) Some have said that while you can"t stop evil thoughts from entering your mind, you do have control as to whether or not you will dwell upon those thoughts. Such things must be resisted (2 Timothy 2:22), we must work on having our minds and thoughts in subjection to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5; Philippians 4:8). A good illustration is that while you can"t stop the birds from flying over your head you can certainly prevent them from building a nest in your hair. All of these are good thoughts. But, we need to warn people that God doesn"t tell us what the "time frame" is between lust and sin. In certain situations, it may be very short! And the line between the evil desire and the point of sin might be thin. Jesus pointed out that evil deeds are the result of evil desires (Mark 7:20-23). And He rebuked people for having or dwelling upon sinful desires (Matthew 5:28; Matthew 5:22). In view of these last two passages I think most would agree that while the initial evil thought might not be viewed as sin, a lust upon which one dwells is sin.

"when sin is accomplished"-"when it has run its course" (Arndt p. 101); "to perfect, to bring to maturity, to become "full-grown", the full development of sin." (Vine p. 101) James is not saying that a some sins or sin at a certain level doesn"t result in spiritual death. Rather, sin does develop, and again, this process can be very rapid and quick. In Matthew 5:28 we see sin at a certain stage, still within the mind. There is a warning here and that is that sin will grow. Unchecked, lusts will break out into action and evil deeds.

"bringeth forth death"-(Romans 6:16; Romans 6:21; Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 7:10; 1 John 5:16; 1 John 5:20). 1. If sin is not repented of, if lustful thoughts are not checked, such will always result in spiritual death! 2. Sin, uncontrolled and unrestrained and allowed to run its natural course will always result in separation from God, and if one dies in that condition, eternal separation from God. Carefully note that this warning was given to Christians! Christians can sin and they can so sin as to forfeit their salvation (James 5:19-20). James is not teaching that sin separates us from God only when it has done all the damage it can accomplish. Because even evil thoughts can defile a man (Mark 7:20-23). There is a warning here. If we refuse to check an evil thought which enters our mind---we already know the outcome! We will always pay a high price for being spiritually slack. Carefully note, that people end up separated from God, not because of the sins of others, but because of their own choice in yielding to sin. The good news is that since sin is our fault, it also means that we can do something about it! We can short-circuit the process! (Philippians 4:8)

Verse 16
"Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren".

"Do not be deceived"-"make no mistake" (Arndt p. 665). It includes the idea of deceiving yourself. Christians are often warned against being deceived (1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Galatians 6:7). "Make no mistake about this" (Mof).

"my beloved brethren"-Notice the combination of pointed teaching, of warning and admonition, with an intense love for these people (2 Timothy 2:24-25).

Points To Note:

1. Verse 16 is a transition verse between and 1:17. "God cannot be the author of temptation, which thus leads to sin and death, because all good and perfect gifts, and these only, come from Him." (P.P. Comm. p. 4) 2. Anyone who allows themselves to be convinced that somehow someone or something else is to blame for their sins, is walking right into a falsehood. 3. "Only good comes from God; all good originates with God. Don"t be deceived into thinking there can be anything fulfilling, anything worthwhile, anything good or proper anywhere else but with God." (Draper p. 45) 4. But the verse infers that even Christians can be deceived. The Calvinistic idea that God makes sure that the predestined always make the right choices, runs counter to this verse. "This command is no less valid for every modern reader. Our efforts to blame environment, poverty, bad luck, circumstances, or our humanness (which comes from God) have not enabled us to solve our sin problem. The reason is told to us by James: we have deceived ourselves by looking in the wrong direction." (Kent p.54) 

Verse 17
"Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow." 

"Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift"-"Every beneficent gift and every perfect present" (Ber). "Good"-useful, being good in its character or constitution, beneficial in its effect. "Fit, capable, useful" (Arndt p. 2)

"perfect"-complete or without defect. In addition, this also could mean that what God gives us, is perfectly suited for us and the stage in our life when it is given. "appropriately suited to the person or the occasion. It is all that the gift should be." (Kent p. 55)

Point To Note:

But do we really believe this assertion? How many Christians are still convinced that there is "good" outside of what God allows or gives? How many think that God and His way of doing things actually prevents us from receiving good things? In view of such a statement how can any of us ever claim that we don"t have everything we need to live happy and productive lives? Do you believe that God is taking good care of you, do you believe that every good thing you enjoy, comes ultimately from God?

"coming down from"-present tense, a continual stream of blessings coming from God. 

"the Father of lights"-apparently, the "lights" in this verse refer to the heavenly bodies in the solar system (Genesis 1:3; Genesis 1:14-16; Amos 5:8). In addition, to being the source of all physical light, God is also the source of all spiritual light (John 8:12). The idea seems to be, how could the Creator of all light ever abide in the darkness? 

"with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow"-"Variation"-"who is himself never subject to change" (TCNT); "change in the degree or intensity of light, such as is manifested by the heavenly bodies" (Vincent p. 732). "Shifting shadow"-as with changes seen in the stars, moon and planets. 

Points To Note:

1. God is unchangeable (Hebrew ). God doesn"t have "bad" days in which He tempts people, rather, He consistently gives good gifts. 2. God gives good things on a constant basis (James 1:5; Matthew 7:7-11). 3. "As constant as the heavenly bodies are, they do exhibit changes as man perceives them. Seasonal variations, eclipses, phases of the moon, clouded skies, and the shifting shadows seen hourly on the sundial…But God"s character and nature are unchanging. He does not shift from good given to occasional evil giving." (Kent p. 56) 4. Do we ever thank God for not being moody? Are we thankful that God is always the same, that He is consistent and that He doesn"t keep changing the rules on us? "For one thing, this means that God is always approachable. We can always find him." (Draper p. 47) It also tells us that God always loves us and is always wishing for the sinner to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). That God will always forgive us-if we seek forgiveness.

Verse 18
Speaking Of Gifts: Our Salvation 

"In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures."

"In the exercise of His will"-"Of his set purpose" (NEB); "Voluntarily" (Ber); literally, having willed. Let the reader be impressed that man"s salvation was a deliberate choice on the part of God. It wasn"t a forced choice or a regretted choice. Rather, God freely chose to have Jesus die for our sins (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). Note, that is wasn"t God"s fault that we sin, for God gives only good things (1:17). God gives every incentive as to why we shouldn"t sin.

"brought us forth"-"to produce" (Thayer p. 64); "bear young" (Vine p. 153). This is the language of the new birth (John 3:5; 1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Peter 1:23). 

"by the word of truth"-God didn"t cause us to be born again in some miraculously or mysterious manner. Rather, it was through the Gospel message that we came to believe (Romans 10:17), our hearts were pricked (Acts 2:38), and this message also told us to repent of our sins (Acts 2:38), confess Christ (Romans 10:9-10) and submit to water baptism for the remission of our sins (Acts 2:38). Compare with 1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Peter 1:23; Luke 8:8; Luke 8:15. The statement "word of truth" contradicts the idea that the Bible is a mixture of truth and error. The "word of truth" is simply another way of saying the gospel message (Colossians 1:5), or the word of God (John 17:17). 

Point To Note:

Seeing that the preaching of the Word of God and the acceptance of that Word brings about the new birth. And that the gospel message is to preached to all (Mark 16:15). It is clear that God hasn"t predestined who will be lost and who will be saved. In saying that the exercise of the will of God resulted in our salvation is not to say that His will was exercised arbitrarily or that the choice was made independently of human choice. The Lord calls men and women by the gospel message (2 Thessalonians 2:14); but all are called (Mark 16:15). Remember, whenever we talk about the new birth, we need to remember that the writer is addressing people who have been baptized for the forgiveness of their sins. 

"so that we might be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures"-the phrase, "as it were" is also translated, "a kind of" (KJV); "in a sense" (Bas); "so to speak" (Phi). Which means, not literal first fruits. In the Old Testament, the first fruit was the first portion of the produce or livestock. It belonged to God and was to be offered to Him before the rest could be used by man. It was to be the choicest part of the harvest (Deuteronomy 18:4; Numbers 18:12; Exodus 13:11-16).

Points To Note:

1. This generation of Christians constituted the first-fruits of a larger harvest to follow in the succeeding ages. 2. As first fruits, these Christians are also to see themselves as dedicated to God and to the purposes of God (Ephesians 2:10). 3. The word "creatures" may either mean mankind (Mark 16:15), or all created things. Here it probably means "mankind". 4. The word first fruits, should also remind us, "God did not want the gospel to stop with us. God wants us to be a vehicle through which other people may hear the Good News." (Draper p. 49) 5. The term first fruits is also used of the first converts in a region (1 Corinthians 16:15). 

Verse 19
Our Attitude Towards The Word of Truth

James now makes a quick shift from God"s word, to our words. This is something which people in every generation need to heed. For we often rely upon our own human wisdom rather than the wisdom available to us in the Scriptures. In addition, seeing that we live in a world which will contain many trials (); in which we need wisdom to survive (1:5), and in which we can turn the wholesome into the perverted by being selfish (1:14), it is essential to recognize that we don"t have the answers to life within ourselves!

"This you know, my beloved brethren. But let everyone be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger;"

"This you know"-Side reference NASV, "Or, "Know this". We all have the problem of not putting into practice what we already know. Reminding people of what they already know is a constant need among Christians (2 Peter 1:12). See also Ephesians 5:5 and Hebrews 12:17.

"let everyone"-all Christians need this teaching. One never reaches a point in their relationship with God that they don"t need to be "quick to hear", etc…It is easy to become arrogant and think that you have progressed to a point that you know it all and that you don"t need to listen to what others have to say.

"quick to hear"-as in a quick and attentive ear. We can often listen rather carelessly, we can also listen to what only sounds good to our ears (2 Timothy 4:3). In the context, attentive hearing is especially needed in reference to the word of truth (1:18). (Matthew 13:19; Luke 8:18 "Therefore take care how you listen"; Hebrews 3:7; Hebrews 4:2; Proverbs 15:31-32; Proverbs 18:13.

Points To Note:

1. This applies to every Christian, we can never grow beyond our need for truth or good advice from others (Proverbs 9:9). 2. One cannot become a doer of the Word (1:22ff), if one is not paying close attention to what God is saying. 3. Quick to hear, also means that we are EAGER and anxious to hear what God has said. "the really good man will be much more anxious to listen to God than arrogantly, garrulously (talkative) and stridently to shout his own opinions" (Barclay p. 65). "a fast and attentive mind…a ready disposition to listen." (Woods p. 74) We must be eager to hear the Word of God, rather than listen to our own ideas. In addition, attentive hearing was especially important to these Christians, for most of them they did not possess their own personal copy of the Scriptures. Most of them were dependent upon hearing it read (see Nehemiah 8:1-8; 1 Timothy 4:13). 

"slow to speak"-The Bible places a tremendous importance upon the ability to control what you say (Proverbs 13:3; Proverbs 15:28; Proverbs 17:27-28; Proverbs 21:23; Ecclesiastes 3:7; James 1:26; James 3:1 ff). 

Points To Note:

1. Often people will say, "The first response you usually think of is the right response". God questions this conviction. In fact, the verse infers that man doesn"t have some inner light which guides him inherently into the truth and neither is the Holy Spirit controlling our lives so that we make all the right decisions. 2. Often, the first thing we say is the wrong thing. We need to let the word of God determine our response (1 Peter 4:11), we need to ask ourselves, "What would be a response that would please God?" 3. Too often we excuse our rash words and careless speech. God views what we say as a tremendous indicator of our character (Matthew 12:36-37). "The Rabbis had a saying that we have two ears and one tongue, and our tongue was put behind a wall of teeth to control it." (Draper p. 52) "The tribute was once paid to a great linguist that he could be silent in seven different languages." (Barclay p. 65) 

"and slow to anger"-Rash speaking is often the result of anger and can add more fuel to the fire (Proverbs 10:14; Proverbs 15:1).

Points To Note:

1. God believes that anger can be controlled! (Proverbs 14:29) That we can keep righteous indignation from degenerating into a selfish form of anger (Ephesians 4:26). 2. Often people are angry because the Bible says something that they don"t want to hear, especially something about themselves (Galatians 4:16). 3. For most people, anger doesn"t result in killing someone, or even hitting them, but in saying untrue, harsh, and cruel things about them. Gossip, slander, lying, are all forms of verbal anger. 4. Preachers need to be very careful that they don"t take out their frustrations on the congregation. "Those who are so certain they are right must be cautioned against wrathful argument." (Kent p. 63) 

Verse 20
"for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God."

"anger of man"-as opposed to righteous opposition to sin (Romans 12:9; Psalms 119:104). 

"does not achieve the righteousness of God"-"does not further the righteous purpose of God" (Mon); "does not produce the uprightness God wishes" (Gspd); "an angry man doesn"t do what is right before God" (Beck). 

Points To Note:

1. Far from God"s will being done, the angry individual will find him or herself involved in sin (Proverbs 14:17). 2. "Defenders of God"s truth do not further His cause by resorting to wrath, for man"s wrath is usually mixed with other motives---ambition, revenge, jealousy, egotism, to name a few. Furthermore, men engaged in wrathful debate are rarely in possession of all the facts." (Kent p. 64) 3. The "righteousness of God", involves the righteousness which God demands (Matthew 6:33), arriving at a state of being right with God, and seeing that righteousness is done or furthered (Acts 10:35). 4. Selfish anger doesn"t bring about the will of God and it keeps one from being right with God. Anger results in a misuse of the tongue, a misuse of your brethren (James 3:8-12), a twisting of God"s justice (Romans 12:19), and many other things. "God does not condemn all anger. There is a godly anger, a righteous indignation. But we must be careful because when we are angry, sin is at the door ready to come in. When things upset us and make us angry, we should ask why. Its it because it is an affront to us personally? Is it because it goes against something we want for ourselves?" (Draper p. 53) 

2. 

Verse 21
"Therefore putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls."

"Therefore"-In light of the trials and pressures of life (), our own lusts (1:14), and the fact that the wrath of man doesn"t achieve God"s purposes (1:20). We need all the help we can get and in addition we can"t afford to tamper and dabble in even one sin. 

"putting aside"-"lay aside, rid oneself" (Arndt p. 101) (Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:8; 1 Peter 1:21). Sinful attitudes are not impossible to remove. This is not an impossible task! "the middle voice emphasizes that the putting away is something we must do for ourselves." (Woods p. 81) ""Get rid of" is one word in the original language, meaning to strip away, to take off. It pictures taking off that which is unnecessary for our lives or that which is contrary to God"s purposes. It is a word used of a snake"s shedding his skin and leaving it behind. We are to strip off that which is harmful to us." (Draper p. 54) See Hebrews 12:1 "let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us".

"all"-and not just some. Many try to justify a certain sin by saying, "Well, everyone has some bad habits". We are fooling ourselves if we think that we can successfully live the Christian life-and yet hold on to some sin at the same time (Matthew 6:24). "The force of "all" in such cases is "each instance of" or "every trace of", or perhaps "every kind of"." (Roberts p. 71) The language is that of complete submission to the will of God. Are we so in love with God that we want to remove everything that is offensive to Him? (1 Peter 1:14-15)

"filthiness"-"denotes dirt, filth" (Vine p. 99); "moral uncleanness, vulgarity" (Arndt p. 738) "There is, in the word, a suggestion of loathsomeness, and it seems likely that in his use of this term it was the writer"s design to create in his readers a deep sense of abhorrence of sin, all sin, any sin…..We should be impressed with the fact that James did not seek to soften the character of sin or to obscure God"s unwavering opposition to it. There is the disposition today to dally with sin, to excuse it, to resort to euphemisms in referring to it, to speak of "inhibitions", psychological weaknesses, reversions, environmental influences, hereditary factors, etc.,…" (Woods p. 80)

We need to have a greater abhorrence of sin (Romans 12:9; Romans 6:21). 

"and all that remains of wickedness"-"whatever wickedness still remains" (TCNT). "residue, remains" (Thayer p. 505). "surplus, abundance, "all the evil prevailing around you" (Arndt p. 650). The word "remains" suggests that which is left over (Mark 8:8). Remember, James is speaking to people who are already Christians. But even after one is converted, there are sinful attitudes that the Christian needs to remove (Acts 8:20-23). This expression contradicts various denominational ideas that the Holy Spirit simply overwhelms the individual and purges them automatically of all sin and even the desire to sin. 

"wickedness"-"malignity, malice, ill-will, desire to injure" (Thayer p. 320); "depravity, wickedness, vice" (Arndt p. 397); "ill will" or "evil feeling". Can mean evil in general or especially ill-will, such as malice. "Christians must not become comfortable with their sinfulness but must face up to the fact that their Christian commitment allows no toleration of impurity in their lives." (Kent p. 64)

Points To Note:

1. The word "remains" can also mean to "overflow". We must realize that we can"t keep a sin to ourselves. A sinful attitude will eventually spill over and touch the lives of those around us. 2. Christians need to get rid of the ill-will in their hearts, if they don"t, such malice will eventually be unleashed against family members, loved ones and even their own brethren. 3. The verse admits that there is a lot of work that needs to be done after a person becomes a Christian (Hebrews 13:14). 

"in humility"-or "meekness"; "gentleness, mildness" (Thayer p. 535), a humble, teachable disposition. The person who is humble enough to admit their own ignorance. Barclay notes, "the teachable spirit is without resentment and without anger, and is, therefore, able to face the truth, even when the truth hurts and condemns. The teachable spirit is not blinded by its own overmastering prejudices, but is clear-eyed to the truth. The teachable spirit is not seduced by laziness, but is so self-controlled that it can willingly and faithfully accept the discipline of learning." (p. 68) "It is a spirit of controlled dedication" (Draper p. 55)

Vine notes, "it is that temper of spirit in which we accept His (God"s) dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting…which, as such, does not fight against God and more or less struggle and contend with Him…Described negatively, meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest." 

The "meek" or "humble" person isn"t weak or cowardly, rather they are very strong. Such an individual might be extremely intelligent, far beyond their peers, but before God, the meek man or woman realizes that they are but children (Matthew 18:3-5); and very imperfect (Luke 18:9-14; Luke 17:10). This is the individual who has a proper view of themselves, they aren"t worthless, but at the same time, they aren"t the center of the universe either (Romans 12:3).

"receive"-Which infers that it is difficult to accept what the Bible says if one refuses to humble themselves. This is the honest and good heart (Luke 8:15). The word "receive" places the obligation upon us. God isn"t going to force us to receive His word (Acts 2:40-41). The word "receive" means that we must be willing to give God a fair hearing (1:19), and to do our best to understand what He is saying. If we are to "receive" the word, then we must understand it, and see its great value and the wisdom of its teaching (See Acts 17:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:10).

"the word implanted"-"inborn, implanted by other"s instruction" (Thayer p. 209); "implanted or rooted-a word whose property it is to root itself like a seed in the heart" (Vine p. 250).

Points To Note:

1. The Word of God isn"t inborn in the heart, for such would make teaching and preaching unnecessary. In addition, in himself, man doesn"t inherently know the truth (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 16:25; 1 Corinthians 2:9). 2. The word "implanted" must therefore refer to the process of teaching (1 Corinthians 3:6; Mark 4:14; Matthew 13:19 "that which hath been sown in his heart"). Everyone who has become a Christian, has had the word implanted or sown in their hearts through the process of being taught. "Here again is the positive proof of the absolute necessity of preaching and teaching the truth fully, firmly, and plainly, in order that it may be understood, received without reservation, and thus permitted to have its full influence in the heart." (Woods p. 83) 3. Carefully note that the "word" being implanted was the revelation being given through inspired men, either orally or in written form. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16); the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword (Hebrews 4:12)---in written form also! (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

"which is able to save your souls"-Remember, this was said to people who had already become Christians. The Christian needs to continually receive with meekness the teaching found in the Word, the Christian continually needs to purge their life from any sinful attitude that would arise (2 Corinthians 7:1). Even Christians can allow the impact of the Word to become weak in their lives (Luke 8:14). 

Points To Note:

1. James didn"t believe in once-saved-always-saved, or a salvation in which we have no obligations or responsibilities. 2. To obtain eternal life, we must remain receptive to the gospel. We must allow the word to have free reign in our lives (John 8:37; 1 Thessalonians 2:13 "which also performs its work in you who believe."). " It is our responsibility to face our need before God and commit it to him. God is not going to barge into our lives and take these evils away from us. He is not going to force his way into our lives and take away that which spills over in wickedness and disrupts those about us. We must come and confess our sins to him. We must come and claim what he offers to us." (Draper p. 56) 

Verse 22
Doers Of The Word

Far from the idea of "let go and let God". James wants us to realize that the word is God"s communication to us. Merely listening and waiting for something to happen, merely listening and waiting for some influence to overwhelm us---doesn"t accomplish anything. We must cooperate with the message, conform to the message and submit to the message. We have a very active role to play in the purposes of God and our own salvation.

"But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves."

"But"-It is so easy to think that we are doing some great thing by merely reading the Bible or by merely listening to a sermon. Draper notes, "The greatest tragedy in this century is people who gather information, but never get that information into their lives….There are people like that in church. They enjoy the singing, the preaching, the Bible study. They like to come and receive blessings, but they never do anything. Some people drive miles and miles to get blessed. We do not need people who want to get blessed, but people who want to be a blessing." (pp. 57-58)

"prove yourselves"-"observe, not only "do", but be doers: the substantive means more than the verb; it carries an enduring, a sort of official force with it; "let this be your occupation"" (Alford p. 1599) "go on being or becoming", "show yourselves more and more" (1 Corinthians 14:20; Ephesians 5:1). "It is a subtle distinction, but well worth noting, that James wrote "be ye doers of the word" (KJV), rather than merely "do the word". This way of stating it places emphasis upon the kind of person the Christian is to be, not just some act he is to perform." (Kent p. 65) Again, note where the responsibility is placed-upon the individual Christian. Some people "do" portions of what the word teaches, but they don"t enjoy or love the message itself, and especially the God who gave it. Jesus pointed out that if we love God with our whole being, we will naturally want to do our very best in carrying out every command He has given (Matthew 22:37-40).

"doers of the word"-the tense denotes continuous action, "keep on demonstrating yourselves". Jesus wasn"t impressed by those who "say and do not" (Matthew 23:3; Matthew 7:21; Matthew 7:24-27; Luke 6:46). Jesus believed in doing what God said (John 8:31-32). Christianity was never meant to be merely a theory. Christianity is not for those looking for just a mental exercise. See also John 3:21; 1 John 1:6; 1 John 2:3-5. 

"not merely hearers"-"It would be well for us to take notice of the fact that the hearer only of which James speaks is not a person who listens with little or no interest; on the contrary…denotes those who listen avidly and feel great interest in the things being presented, but who think that the blessing therein derives from the listening.." (Woods p. 86) Christians need to be reminded that they are "disciples", followers, adherents! Mere listeners are not disciples. 

"who delude themselves"-The Bible often warns us against being deceived and deceiving ourselves (Colossians 2:4; 1 Corinthians 6:9). God doesn"t miraculously protect the Christian from believing what is false. 

Points To Note:

1. And often we are the only one who is deceived when we aren"t practicing the truth---others can see our hypocrisy. 2. Too many professed Christians come and study their Bibles, say spiritual things in class or in their prayers, who are very unspiritual at home or at work. "If his conduct does not match his Christian profession, his hypocrisy rarely fools his friends and neighbors, and it never deceives God." (Kent p. 66) 

Verse 23
"For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;"

"if anyone"-This isn"t a hypothetical situation. This really could and does happen among some professed Christians (Matthew 7:24-27). This can happen to "anyone". And there is never a time in your Christian life when you can say, "I have reached a level of spirituality in which I don"t have to be a "doer of the word." There isn"t a level of spirituality that transcends our need to obey what God has said. 

"he is like"-God is doing all He can to help us get the point and see how ridiculous a mere hearer of the word looks. We often try to rationalize our failure to obey, "Well, in just coming to services, I am doing more than most", "I am ahead of most people by just reading the Bible", "Maybe if I listen long enough, obeying the word will just come naturally, or without much effort." We also tend to blame the word, or who might be presenting the word-as why we can"t seem to obey. "If only the sermon was more exciting, if only the speaker was more entertaining."

"a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror"-"his natural face"-is the face of his birth, i.e. his physical appearance. "His face as it is by nature" (Macknight p. 351) "looks"-The contrast here is not between a hasty glance in a mirror verses a more studied look. For the word rendered "looks" in this verse means to consider attentively, to look at with reflection, to consider or contemplate. "So the contrast is not between a hasty look and a careful contemplation. It is not mere careless hearing of the word which James rebukes, but the neglect to carry into practice what is heard, one may be an attentive and critical hearer of the word, yet not a doer" (Vincent p. 734)

The world is filled with many "students" of the bible, many "biblical scholars" who fit into the above category. People who love to spend time in the Scriptures, but never seem to make the application to their personal lives. People to love the bible as literature, archaeology, history, poetry, philosophy, mental stimulation and so on, but they don"t love it as a lifestyle.

"in a mirror"-the mirrors of this time period were often made of polished metal.

Verse 24
"for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was."

"has immediately forgotten"-"The departure from the mirror resulted in an immediate forgetfulness of what the mirror revealed. Since the look into the mirror produced no results, the episode was a complete waste of time and effort…To James, the person who hears God"s Word but does not heed it is just as ludicrous" (Kent p. 67)

"what kind of person he was"-There are many people who remember what the Scriptures say, that is they could quote many verses. But they fail the recognize that their life isn"t in harmony with what they had just read or heard. 

Verse 25
"But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does."

"But"-in contrast to the above mere listener, this is the type of person all of us can become. 

"looks intently"-"to stoop to a thing in order to look at it, to look at with head bowed forwards; to look into with the body bent---metaph., to look carefully into, inspect curiously (Thayer p. 484) Compare with John 20:5; John 20:11; 1 Peter 1:12. This suggests that careful study of the Word of God is necessary so that one knows what to "do" (2 Timothy 2:15).

"perfect"-"having reached its end, finished" (Vine p. 173). "brought to its end, finished, wanting in nothing necessary to completeness" (Thayer p. 618); "having attained the end or purpose, complete" (Arndt p. 809). In other places the Word of God, the New Testament revelation is called "perfect" (Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 13:10). 

Points To Note:

1. First of all it needs to be noted that God calls the New Testament, a "law" (Hebrews 8:10; Hebrews 7:12; Galatians 6:2). We must reject the idea that the New Covenant is all "grace" with no rules. 2. The New Testament is called a "perfect" law, because: A. It is the final revelation of God to mankind (Hebrews 1:1-2; Jude 1:3). It is complete, needing no further revelation to finish what it started. B. It makes man "complete" (2 Timothy 3:16-17), it enables a man or woman to stand before God and be all they need to be. C. It is the fulfillment of the Mosaic law. D. It gives mankind all that man needs to have a relationship with God and his fellowman (2 Peter 1:3). E. It prepares us perfectly for eternal life. 

"the law of liberty"-to many people this phrase sounds like a contradiction, because many people have been deceived into thinking that true liberty or freedom means a complete absence of rules. But as many of us grow up and mature we realize that such is very naïve. Take away the rules and we would lose our rights, instead of gaining more rights. Freedom is not the result when all the moral standards are torn down-but the result is anarchy, oppression and fear. The New Testament is called law because it does contain commands that must be obeyed (John 14:15). "To speak of God"s Word as "law" is not to pit James against Paul, for Paul often used this sort of terminology…(Galatians 6:2; Romans 3:27; Romans 8:2)." (Kent p. 68).

Points To Note:

The New Testament is called a law of liberty because: A. Enables us to be freed from sin (John 8:31-32). B. Freedom from the law of Moses (Galatians 5:1). C. The teaching in this law frees us from prejudice, superstition, the fear of death (Hebrews 2:15), worry, anxiety, stress and so on (Matthew 6:25). As we will read the rest of this letter, it is clear that James was not arguing that the Christian is freed is do whatever they like (3:1; 4:4,8; 5:13,20). "Men are free when they want to do what they ought to do" (Kent p. 69). D. It also frees us from human opinion, endless speculation, old wives fables, myths, false science and philosophy (Colossians 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:3; 1 Timothy 6:20). In obeying Christ, I find true liberty, especially liberty from my own selfish desires (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 5:14). In addition, in view of the great love which God manifested towards me (John 3:16), bringing myself into conformity with this His law is not a burden, but a pleasure (1 John 5:3). 

"and abides by it"-which infers that the gospel is a message that all can understand alike and what is requires is not impossible. I can abide by the will of God-what an encouraging thought! The word "abides" means: "to remain beside, continue always near"(Thayer p. 485). It is not enough to admire this law or sing its praises, one must obey it. We must also reject the idea that God does the abiding for us. The whole thrust of this section is the responsibility and choice that rests with the individual Christian. To abide in this word also involves not adding our own opinions to the message and not editing what we might not like (2 John 1:9; Revelation 22:18-19). Abiding in the word means that we need to find what God says to be pleasant and sweet (Psalms 19:10). We need to develop a "taste" for the truth, even truth that requires us to change. 

"not having become a forgetful hearer"-"not listening to it and then forgetting it" (TCNT). Notice the word "become". We can through carelessness "become" a person who fails to apply what God has said. 

"but an effectual doer"-That is, we "do" something with the message, we apply it, we live it, we share it with others. 

"this man"-this man, and this man alone is the individual that God will bless. God never promises blessings to the disobedient (Matthew 7:24-27).

"shall be blessed in what he does"-"in his practice" (Ber). The word "blessed" means: "fortunate, usually in the sense of privileged recipient of divine favor" (Arndt p. 486). Jesus stated the same truth, "blessed are they who hear the word of God and keep it" (Luke 11:28; see also Luke 12:43; John 13:17). Carefully note that Jesus and James do not make fun of those who think that obedience is necessary. Check out the following passages (Psalms 19:9-11; Psalms 106:3; Psalms 119:2; Revelation 22:7). We know that future blessings exist for the obedient, but this verse also seems to imply that blessings come upon the obedient even in this life, that God will open doors for the person who is trying to do His will (Revelation 3:8). 

Point To Note:

Sadly, I believe that many Christians have convinced themselves that obedience to the Word of God actually prevents them from being blessed. That "doctrine" so often comes between a person and being successful or having success in teaching others. God doesn"t agree.

Verse 26
"If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man"s religion is worthless."

"If anyone"-God is no respector of persons (Romans 2:11). And yet in the world people often will excuse the profanity of someone who is successful. We tend to believe that such coarseness was necessary for them to get ahead. Unfortunately, even Christians can start admiring the brash, arrogant and bold of this world, and think it is almost a virtue to have an unrestrained tongue.

"thinks himself to be religious"-The word "religious" means: "fearing or worshipping God" (Thayer p. 292). Nothing as changed, there are many people in the world who consider themselves to be very religious or extremely spiritual. Carefully note that our opinion of ourselves can be completely wrong. Just because one claims to be spiritual, doesn"t mean that God recognizes their "brand" or definition of spirituality. One may be worshipping God in vain (Matthew 23:23; Matthew 7:21-23). 

"yet does not bridle his tongue"-"bridle"-"to hold in check, restrain" (Thayer p. 664) (See Psalms 39:1; Job 2:10; Matthew 12:36-37; Matthew 15:18; Matthew 4:25-25). Note that the responsibility for controlling our tongue rests with us. "Satan can use the tongue to destroy lives. With a word a heart is lifted or cast down. With a word our spirits are dashed or they are encouraged….If we find ourselves always being critical and condemning, if that is the first thing that comes to our minds, if we are always finding something to be unhappy about, then we have deceived ourselves and do not have the religion of the New Testament." (Draper p. 68)

"but deceives his own heart"-(). Many people convince themselves that they are right with God-while at the same time they are gossiping, lying, making false accusations, spreading rumors, hurting their spouse or children with angry words and profanity, etc…Note that he deceives his own heart, but many other people who witness his words are not deceived. 

Points To Note:

1. The reader should be impressed that godly words are just as important as sound doctrine. 2. This man who doesn"t bride his tongue, could be a very active member in a local congregation. He could be present at very class and worship service. He could even be a teacher, preacher or elder. The person in the above verse considers himself to be very religious-he isn"t someone who has fallen away, attends infrequently, or never studies their bible. The person in this verse obviously doesn"t consider themselves to be a weak or marginal Christian. 

"this man"s religion is worthless"-"Worthless"-"devoid of force, truth, success or result" (Thayer p. 393); "of no value" (Bas); "futile" (Mof). The reader should note that the above man can and could be a Christian. Various things can make our service to God to be completely worthless (Matthew 15:9; Mark 7:7). God made similar points to His people in the Old Testament (Micah 6:6-8; Zechariah 7:6-10; Isaiah 1:10-18; 1 Samuel 15:22-23). 

Verse 27
"This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world." 

"This is"-In contrast to a religion that is worthless. But let the reader note that a pure religion is possible for even imperfect people to manifest and follow. Contrary to the claims of those who are critical, there are many Christians who are not hypocritical, who do obey God and do so from pure motives.

"pure and undefiled religion"-"Pure"-"genuine" (Thayer p. 312). "Undefiled"-"free from contamination" (Vine p. 168).

"in the sight of our God and Father"-What is pure religion in the estimation of God, pure religion from God"s viewpoint. Which is the only viewpoint which matters (1 Timothy 2:3). "Father"-If we worship God, who is our Father, while we ourselves are heartless and merciless to those that need us…we should be able to see there is something wrong in our worship.

"to visit"-"primarily to inspect (to look upon, care for, exercise oversight)" (Vine p. 190); to go see, visit someone, also with the connotation of care: look after widows and orphans in their distress." (Arndt p. 298). In the present tense for having the habit of going to see. "James strikes a downright blow here at ministry by proxy, or by mere gifts of money. Pure and undefiled religion demands "personal contact" with the world"s sorrows: to visit the afflicted, and to visit them in their affliction." (Vincent p. 736)

"orphans"-bereft of father or parents. In the O.T., God stressed caring for the fatherless and the widows (Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy 14:29; Deuteronomy 16:11; Deuteronomy 24:17; Deuteronomy 24:19-21; Deuteronomy 26:12-13; Deuteronomy 28:19). God also portrayed Himself as the protector and defender of those who are vulnerable (Deuteronomy 10:18; Psalms 68:5 "a father of the fatherless and a judge of the widows" ; 146:9. A sign of repentance was to help the fatherless (Isaiah 1:17; Zechariah 7:10).

"in their distress"-"difficult circumstances" (Arndt p. 362). That is, we are to help them when they "need" the help and not wait until it is too late. Carefully note that true religion does have an outward expression. Some try to argue that there is no outward expression, rather, what matters is the faith within the heart. God here picks out two categories, this isn"t an exhaustive list or definition of pure religion (Galatians 5:19-23), rather they are practical examples. 

"and to keep oneself"-"watch over, preserve, keep" (Vine p. 287); "present active infinitive, "to keep on keeping oneself" (Robertson p. 26). What an encouraging statement! I don"t have to be in bondage to my own selfish desires, I don"t have to be a slave to the world"s values! (1 Timothy 5:22; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:17; 1 John 5:18; Jude 1:21 "keep yourselves in the love of God"). 

"unstained"-"free from vice, unsullied" (Thayer p. 81)

"by the world"-society which is in opposition to God (John 15:19; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15; 1 John 5:19). 

Points To Note:

1. Even non-Christians can see that the "world" can stain and corrupt people. History is filled with examples of where people with such promise and ideals ended up to be corrupt and no different from the "world" they were trying to reform. 2. In the context one of the best ways to stop being "worldly" is to start thinking about the needs of someone besides yourself. Too many Christians try to avoid being worldly by living in isolation, or by a purely negative form of Christianity (I"m not doing this, I"m not doing that). 

Closing Comments:

James 1:27 has been at the heart of the institutional debate, as to whether the local congregation can build and maintain human institutions, such as orphan homes and old folks homes.

1. First of all, I believe that most can see that the command is to the individual Christian. The same person who is to keep himself unspotted from the world is the same person who is to visit the orphans and widows. The verse also suggests personal involvement and not merely a religion by proxy or check. The work of the individual Christian isn"t identical with the work of the local congregation (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Timothy 5:16). 

2. The local congregation could and did support Christian widows (Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:16), but we never find the local congregation assisting or caring for the physical needs of non-Christians. 

3. There is a difference between a congregation buying a service and owning or operating a secular enterprise. The local congregation can pay the bills for a widow, or buy food for a Christian family in need, but neither would authorize the local church owning and operating a grocery store, etc… 

4. Orphan homes are well as any other brotherhood human organizational usually ends up violating congregational autonomy, even those overseen by a single eldership. For they often appeal for funds outside of that local congregation. In the New Testament, one congregation could give funds to another congregation, only when that congregation had more need that it could take care of (2 Corinthians 8:12-14). To solicit funds from other congregations, when the congregation professing "need" has plenty of money for other projects, would be a violation of Scripture. 

5. The Eldership of a local congregation is authorized to shepherd that congregation (1 Peter 5:2). It is quite a stretch to have this same eldership shepherding an organization in addition to the local congregation, an organization that may contain many non-Christians. 

6. Many orphan homes actually hinder the Christian from fulfilling James 1:27, in that they hinder such orphans from being adopted into real homes. It is sad that such an issue split many congregations, when the "need" could have been completely cared for in a Scriptural manner. With all the couples wanting to adopt children, such a institution finds itself actually hindering God"s purposes. 

7. Arguing that James 1:27 authorizes the local congregation to build and establish or contribute to a human agency established by "brethren", would mean that the local congregation is also authorized to build a Missionary Society (Matthew 28:19); hospitals, clothing and grocery stores, and so on (Matthew 25:36). 

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
1. Outline: 

1. Personal Favoritism: 

2. The Proper Use Of The Royal Law: 

3. The Faith That Saves: 

1. Introductory Comments: 

"Discrimination is one of the great social tensions of our times. All sorts of people band together to exclude others from enjoying their special privileges. Sometimes the discrimination is based on race or color. Other instances reflect a favoritism arising from differences in religion, sex, age, wealth, or culture….Such unkind conduct may not be too surprising in a world where selfishness and protection of one"s own interests are the guiding principles. However, a higher standard is expected from those who profess the Christian faith…Some Christians do not exhibit the sort of biblical conduct that is appropriate to their faith. The charge of "too many hypocrites in the church" is frequently heard. When Christian believers display the same defects of character as their unbelieving neighbors." (Kent p. 74)

Verse 1
"My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism."
"My brethren"-We will have more success in helping our brethren improve themselves or change their ways, if we treat them as brethren. There is a lot at stake here! We must let the brother or sister, whom we are correcting know that we deeply love them and are not out to destroy them (2 Timothy 2:24-26). We are to appeal to our brethren, as if they were members of our own physical family (1 Timothy 5:1-2). 

"do not hold your faith"-"do not combine this faith of yours with flattery of human greatness" (Knox). That is, there is no room in Christianity for a worldly sort of personal favoritism or snobbery. These are two things that must not be combined. "Do not hold your faith…..with an attitude of personal favoritism", utilizes the present imperative verb with the negative word me (Greek). This usage commonly ordered the cessation of an action already in progress ()" (Kent pp. 74-75). The word "hold" means basically the same thing as to have, hence to believe in (1 Timothy 1:19). The idea is stop having the habit of trying to combine worldly attitudes with Christianity. Carefully note that showing personal favoritism is just as bad as not bridling your tongue (1:26), failing to help those in need or failing to keep oneself unspotted from the world (1:27). In the sight of God, prejudice and immorality are both sins.

"in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ"-The word "glorious" means, "brightness, splendor, radiance" (Arndt p. 203). 

Points To Note:

1. The expression reminds us that Jesus has the exact same degree of glory as the other members of the Godhead (Hebrews 1:3 "He is the radiance of His glory"; John 17:5; Acts 7:55). 2. Deity is addressed as being glorious (2 Peter 1:17; Acts 7:2). This was a well-known title for Deity, and James applies it to Jesus. 3. Remember, James was the physical brother of Jesus, and yet terms Him the "Lord of glory". Seeing the resurrected Jesus had made quite an impact upon James (1 Corinthians 15:7). 3. At this present time Jesus occupies a place of glory, He lives in a glorious realm. Roberts notes, "The thought is that of the identification of Jesus….of the Shekinah or "glory" of God by which His presence was signified at the tabernacle in the Old Testament (Exodus 24:17; Exodus 40:34; Numbers 14:10) (p. 87). "despite the poverty and extreme humiliation to which he was subjected while on earth, his is now in a position of great glory" (Woods p. 105). In addition, this same Jesus will come again in glory (2 Thessalonians 1:7 ff). 

"with an attitude of personal favoritism"-"the fault of one who, when responsible to give judgment has respect to the position, rank, popularity or circumstances of men" (Vine p. 179). "This word signifies regard shown to persons, not on account of their real worthiness, but on account of their station, riches, and other external circumstances" (Macknight p. 357). See Luke 20:21; Leviticus 19:15; Acts 10:34; Romans 2:11; 1 Timothy 5:21; 1 Peter 1:17.

Points To Note:

1. God doesn"t act this way, so neither should we (Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25). 2. In view of the fact that every man and woman is a sinner (Romans 3:23), we need to properly evaluate the real status of even the most popular in the eyes of the world. 3. Personal favoritism is not the same as demonstrating respect. We are to have respect for those in high office (1 Peter 2:13), elders (1 Timothy 5:17), older Christians (1 Timothy 5:1), our parents (Ephesians 6:1), etc…."What is taught is that there is no place for worldly acclaim in Christianity" (Woods p. 107). 4. Unfortunately, like these members, we too get caught up in being impressed with the wrong people. We need to have a greater respect for a person"s character and spiritual achievements than their external or material success. How many of us would fawn over some famous person much more than a really neat Christian? What if someone famous entered into one of our assemblies, how would be react? And how do we treat people who are obviously on the lower end of the social and economic scale? Who would we be more excited about teaching, a famous and wealthy person? Or, a common man? 

Verse 2
"For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes."
"For if"-A concrete example is now given, an application is made. The truths that God has given were never meant to remain on the theoretical level. 

"into your assembly"-Which means that first century Christians also had visitors to their services (1 Corinthians 14:23). It seems clear that the rich man and the poor man in this context are visitors and not regular members. In fact, both of them could be unbelievers.

"assembly"-The Greek word sunagogen is translated here "assembly". It is the same word that is often translated "synagogue". This doesn"t mean that Christians were still worshipping in Jewish synagogues. Rather, Christians from a Jewish background often used the terms synagogue and church as synonyms for the gathering or congregation of God"s people. "Numerous instances of this term to refer to Christian congregations can be cited from early Christian literature" (Kent p. 78). It is a mistake to say that this word was only used for the worship service of the Jewish synagogue. Vincent notes, "literally a gathering or congregation, in which sense the word is common in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Old Testament Scriptures), not only of assemblies for worship, but of gatherings for other public purposes" (p. 737). We must reject the idea that there was a stage in the early church in which it was virtually the same as Judaism. Peter on the day of Pentecost made it clear to devout Jews that they were lost! (Acts 2:1-41)

The respect of persons in this context is based on wealth. But many other temptations to elevate or discriminate against people also exist, race, color, gender, age and so on. The people of God must never find themselves defending any kind of prejudice. 

"with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes"-Whereby people would immediately see that he was a wealthy man. The statement "gold ring", is literally, a gold-fingered man (Robertson p. 28). Thayer says, "gold ringed, adorned with gold rings" (p. 674). This seems to indicate that this individual would be wearing many gold rings. An ancient writer mentions one man who wore six rings on each finger. Barclay notes, "The more ostentatious of the ancients wore rings on every finger except the middle finger, and wore far more than one on each finger. They even hired rings to wear when they wished to give an impression of special wealth" (p. 75). "Fine clothes"-"bright, shining, radiant" (Arndt p. 465). The idea seems to be, bright or shining apparel. Possibly either bright in reference to color or due to ornaments. 

"poor man in dirty clothes"-the clothing often wore by the poor or a beggar. A person who may have had only one change of clothing. "squalid (seedy), cheap and or dirty" (Woods p. 108).

Verse 3
"and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in the good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool.""
"pay special attention"-Draper notes, "One of the great dangers of the church is to look for people who can help us instead of looking for people we can help. Too many Christians want to be blessed instead of being a blessing. Some churches seem to build their fellowship out of those who can contribute something rather than finding those who need help" (p. 74)

Points To Note:

1. Barclay reminds us, "The Church was the only place in the ancient world where social distinctions did not exist (or were not to). There must have been a certain initial awkwardness when a master found himself sitting next his slave" (Barclay p. 76). 2. Add to this fact that many members came from the lower social and economic classes (1 Corinthians 1:26). When a rich man visited or was converted there must have been as Barclay notes, "a very real temptation to make a fuss of him, and to treat him as a special trophy for Christ" (p. 76). "In a good place" would probably be near the front, "the visitor is escorted to the most favored place in the building and with great deference there seated" (Woods p. 108). 

"You stand over there"-no one was willing to give up their seat for the visitor who was a poor man.

"sit down by my footstool"-sit down on the ground besides my footstool, that is take a seat on the floor next to my feet. Such was a place of extreme humility, conquerors often placed their feet on the necks of their victims (Hebrews 1:13). Notice the contempt being shown to the poor man, he is rudely told to stand or find a place for himself on the floor. Remember, these might be two non-Christians! For no one to move or give up his seat so the poor man could rest and concentrate on the teaching being presented was inexcusable. It was as if the poor man was simply being tolerated instead of welcomed.

Points To Note:

We must always examine our own actions to make sure that we aren"t being rude to our visitors. Do we ignore their presence? Walk right by them without speaking? Allow them to leave without being welcomed and invited back? 

Verse 4
"have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?"
"made distinctions"-this same word is translated to be at odds with oneself, doubt or waver. Woods gives two ideas: "Do you not recognize differences among you based upon material considerations? Is it not true that you fawn upon the rich, when they enter your assemblies, and do you not treat with contempt the poor? If the second, the meaning is, when you show partiality, on the basic of economic standing or other material and worldly considerations, are you not exhibiting doubt (disbelief) in the teaching of our Lord" (p. 110). Distinctions based on such external things were not to exist among Christians (Galatians 3:26-29).

"judge with evil motives?"-"prejudiced judges" (TCNT). Such a distinction is anything but righteous. They were fawning over the rich and treating the poor with contempt because their motives were sinful. They were hoping to receive something from the rich man, if nothing more than his approval. Evil thoughts, wrong motives eventually demonstrate themselves in conduct (Matthew 15:19). We sometimes fool ourselves into thinking that we can keep such motives well hidden. But please note how a very simple event (two men visiting services) brought these evil motives right out into the open. Note that it was evidently very usual for Christians to have rich visitors-just like today! "What prompts people to show special regard for the rich? Usually the motive is a selfish one. There is lurking in the back of the mind the idea that some day it may be necessary to ask favors of the rich, and it is therefore expedient to flatter them. Why bother with the poor? They can never do anything for us, anyway. Ah, how many sins stem from simple selfishness?" (Woods p. 111)

Verse 5
Arguments Against Prejudice 

"Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?" 

"Listen, my beloved brethren"-When a rebuke must be given, remember this person is still your beloved brother or sister. These Christians need to correct themselves, but James wasn"t willing to label them as hopeless and neither did he snub them because they had slipped.

"choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith"-Please note that James isn"t teaching that God excluded the rich from salvation. Rich Christians did exist (1 Timothy 6:17). "James did not mean that there was any merit in poverty, nor that poverty was the cause for their election by God, nor that all the poor will be saved and none of the rich. He was merely recognizing that God had certainly not discriminated against the poor as a class. In fact, far more of the poor had responded to the gospel..then had the rich and powerful (1 Corinthians 1:26-29)" (Kent p. 80). Remember, God has chosen that salvation will be offered to all and within the possibility of all (John 3:16; Mark 16:16). God wanted that poor man saved! God didn"t discriminate against the poor, Jesus died for beggars as well as the rich. 

"poor of this world"-Which should remind us that poverty is temporary, poverty in material things is a "this world" problem. But even in this life, a poor man can be rich in spiritual things (; Ephesians 1:3). 

"rich in faith"-We sometimes forget that faith brings many riches with it. Riches such as confidence, contentment, happiness, meaning, purpose, encouragement, strength, comfort and so on. See 1 Peter 1:5 and James 1:5.

"and heirs of the kingdom which He promised"-This poor individual in the world"s estimation has a great inheritance. The kingdom of God on the earth is the church (Revelation 1:9) and the kingdom of God also includes the future reward for all the righteous in heaven (2 Peter 1:11; Matthew 25:34; Ephesians 5:5).

"which He promised to those who love Him?"-Such an inheritance is conditional. Please note that God choose to save people that love Him. God doesn"t force people to love Him. Of course, those who love God are obedient (John 14:15). And this poor man can love God just as much as any rich man. Economics do not inherently prevent a man from loving God. Poverty doesn"t have to affect a persons moral character, one can be very poor and very moral. But today, how many people blame crime and sin inherently on economics?

Verse 6
"But you have dishonored the poor man. It is not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?"
"But you have"-The situation described in the previous verses wasn"t hypothetical, these Christians had been demonstrating prejudice based on external appearances. They had actually fawned over the rich and shown contempt for the poor. In contrast to God who had not discriminated against the poor, these Christians were. In fact, they were hindering the poor man from seeing that Christianity is for everyone. 

"dishonored the poor man"-to treat shamefully, insult. Poor people have feelings too! The poor man knew that he was being treated with contempt when they told him to stand over there or sit on the floor. The poor man would see no difference between the actions of these Christians and the actions of those in the world. In contrast, God commands us to honor all men (1 Peter 2:17). Each man or woman is created in the image of God (James 3:9), and Jesus died for every man and woman, this is reason enough to treat everyone with courtesy and respect. See Proverbs 14:21. In the Old Testament God made it clear to His people that the poor were important to Him (Psalms 68:10; Psalms 69:33; Psalms 140:12). They had not simply ignored the poor man, they had definitely treated him with contempt, as if he was an unwelcome guest. 

"Is it the rich who oppress you"-"Oppress"-"exploit, dominate" (Arndt p. 410). By this question, James reminds his readers that the rich as a group had been some of the most powerful opponents against the gospel. "The rich, whom they were favoring over the poor, were the very ones who had added to their misery through much persecution and oppression" (Woods p. 116). 

"and personally drag you into court?"-That is forcibly dragged against your will, the term implies violence and harsh treatment. Jesus warned His disciples concerning such mistreatment (Matthew 10:17; John 16:2; Matthew 5:11). Barclay notes, "No doubt this was for debt. At the bottom end of the social scale men were so poor that they could hardly live, and moneylenders were plentiful and extortionate…If the creditor met a debtor on the street, he could seize him by the neck of his robe, nearly throttling him and literally drag him to the law courts…They had no sympathy; all they wanted was the uttermost farthing" (pp. 78-79). Persecution also probably took the form of lawsuits (Hebrews 10:34), in which Christians were singled out. Nothing has really changed, to this day various wealthy unbelievers have a tremendous influence on legal verdicts, especially in nations in which there is a tremendous gap between the rich and the poor. Evidently, these rich unbelievers found that corrupt judges would uphold their false accusations or unrealistic demands.

Verse 7
"Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?"
"blaspheme the fair name"-To blaspheme is to speak reproachfully, disrespectfully and evil against the things of God. The phrase "fair name" means the "unobjectionable, blameless, excellent" (Arndt p. 400). 

This verse should really hit home with us. For we often tend to idolize actors, musicians, sport"s heroes, political giants and so on who blaspheme the name of God. Why is it that we at times insist on drooling over someone who is ridiculing and opposing everything that we hold dear? Who insults and ridicules the very God whom we serve?

Points To Note:

1. The name which these believers have been called, is the name Christian (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). 2. The unbelieving wealthy had ridiculed the name Jesus (1 Corinthians 12:3) and the designation which had been given to His followers, i.e. Christians. "And all too often they are the ones who laugh at Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear" (Draper p. 76). 3. See Amos 9:12 and Acts 15:17. "It is a further indication of the fact that James, who was prominent in the Jerusalem church, is the author of the book which bears his name, than an expression similar to the words…"which is called upon you", occurs from his mouth in Acts 15:17" (Woods p. 117) Barclay notes, "The rich and the masters would have many a reason for insulting the name Christian. A slave who became a Christian would have a new independence; the Christian slave would no longer cringe at his master"s power; punishment would cease to terrorize him; he would meet his master in a new manhood. He would have a new honesty. That would make him a better slave, but it would also mean he could not longer be his master"s instrument in sharp practice and petty dishonesty…He would have a new sense of worship; and on the Lord"s Day he would insist on leaving work aside in order that he might worship with the people of God" (p. 70) 

"James was not denouncing wealth per se as evil. Neither was he advocating reverse discrimination, whereby the poor are to be favored at the expense of the rich. He was arguing against favoritism of any kind" (Kent p. 82).

Verse 8
Anticipated Argument

It would appear that James is answering in these next verses () an argument that these Christians have put forward. It appears that his readers are defending their actions towards the rich man by saying that they are only practicing love for their neighbor. James anticipates that some of his readers will try to justify their actions by appealing to the command that says we need to love our neighbor as ourselves.

"If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law, according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself", you are doing well."
"If however, you are"-Which suggests that not everyone was guilty of the above hypocrisy. 

"fulfilling"-to carry out, accomplish, perform and keep.

"the royal law"-Which is defined in this verse as being the command to love our neighbor as ourselves. The word royal means: "of or belonging to a king, kingly, regal, hence metaph., principal, chief" (Thayer p. 98).

Points To Note:

Various views exist concerning why the above command is called "the royal law": 1. It is a law which governs or includes all other laws concerning how we treat others, it sums up every command which applies between us and others (Matthew 22:39-40; Matthew 7:12). 2. It is a law made by the King Himself, with whom there is no respect of persons. It is a law which the King Himself practices. 3. It is a law which is fit for royalty, Christians are a royal priesthood and children of the King (1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6). 3. Clearly it is a principal law (Romans 13:9-10; Galatians 5:14), which includes all other laws.

We should note that the principle to love one"s neighbor as yourself is found in almost all of the world"s religions. But it is usually expressed in a negative form, i.e. "whatever is hateful to yourself, do not to your fellow man". It doesn"t rise to the positive form, "however you want people to treat you, so treat them" (Matthew 7:12). It is much easier to keep the negative-than it is to keep the positive. In addition, in other religions the negative form of this law is typically limited to a select group of people, i.e. people of their own race, religion or culture.

"according to the Scripture"- Leviticus 19:18. Jesus then quoted, confirmed and made this principle a part of the New Covenant as well (Matthew 18:19; Matthew 22:34-40; Luke 10:26-28; Mark 12:28-34). Woods notes, "He who loves God supremely will discharge fully his duty to God; he who loves his neighbor as himself will, in similar fashion, perform every obligation owed to his neighbor" (p. 120). 

Point To Note:

The above comment has some tremendous fall out. Concerning talking to others about the Bible, we often tend to excuse ourselves as being too busy or not very good as such things. The bottom line is that if we really love your neighbors, we will want to make every effort to see that they have a chance to hear the gospel message. When we start loving our neighbors as ourselves, we will have the motivation we need to evangelize.

"you are doing well"-Note that we can do well! Pleasing God is not an impossible task. 

Verse 9
"But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors." 

"if you show partiality"-There is not room for partiality in the command to love neighbor as self. It would be a perversion of the command to elevate one neighbor above all others or to fawn over certain neighbors and neglect others. Especially when we judge people as important or not important on the basis of external factors.

"you are committing sin"-James doesn"t mince words. Let us be impressed that James labels as "sin" what the world often considers to be a small or socially acceptable misdeed. This behavior wasn"t some trifling fault. The word "committing" means: "lit., "work sin", the phrase is rather stronger than the more common "to do sin". The position of "sin" is emphatic: "it is sin that ye are working"" (Vincent p. 742). (See Matthew 7:23) That is, you are actively involved in violating the will of God.

"are convicted by the law as transgressors"-The very law that some here might have appealed to as justifying their conduct toward the rich man, actually ended up condemning them. It is noteworthy that the first instance of the law to love neighbor as self (Leviticus 19:18), is found near a passage that condemns partiality (Leviticus 19:15).

Points To Note:

1. The way they had treated the poor man was not the way that they would have to be treated if they had been in his shoes. 2. Their fawning over the rich man didn"t proceed from love, rather it proceeded from ulterior motives such as greed or the praise of "important" men. The truth of the matter is that they loved the rich man"s rings, fame, status and fortune, more than they loved him as a person. 

Verse 10
"For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all." 

"For whoever"-This principle applies to everyone.

"keeps the whole law"-James is obviously not teaching that Christians are still under the Law of Moses (; 1:25). Yet, Christians are clearly under the New Covenant which contains many laws.

"yet stumbles in one point"-"sin in one respect" (Arndt p. 727). That is violate one of the laws or commandments. 

"he has become guilty of all"-We recognize the same principle concerning the laws which govern this nation. One doesn"t have to violate every law to be a law-breaker. There are people in prison because they violated one or just a couple of laws. 

Points To Note:

1. Barclay notes, "The Jew was very apt to regard the law as a series of detached injunctions. To keep one of these injunctions was to gain credit; to break one was to incur debt. Therefore, a man could add up the ones he kept and subtract the ones he broke, and, as it were emerge with a credit or a debit balance" (p. 81). 2. "They believed that if they kept as many laws as they broke, they were righteous before the law" (Draper p. 79). And nothing really has changed. People in the world will argue, "I have never killed anyone. I am not a thief. I am not immoral" (Draper p. 80). And thus reason that they are OK. We must remember that every law which God has given is important and we can"t pick and choose concerning which laws we want to keep. 3. When I violate even one command of God, I stand guilty before God, I have rebelled against Him. Kent notes, "His point is that God"s law is a unity, being the expressed will of one Lawgiver. Violating God"s will at any point means that the offender has disobeyed God"s intention" (p. 83). 4. All of the above means that every law of God is important! "The vital lesson taught here is that all of the law of God is pertinent to us, and that we must not feel at liberty to tamper with any portion thereof" (Woods p. 124). 5. We cannot defend ourselves when we sin by pointing to all the laws that we are keeping. And neither can we justify one unscriptural practice by pointing out the other unscriptural practices that we have already accepted. 6. In addition, we tend to justify our sins by pointing to the sins of others. Note, another Christian"s inconsistency doesn"t cover my inconsistency in a different area. When I violate the law of God, even on one point, I sin! 

Verse 11
"For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law."
Points To Note:

1. Note how James makes it clear that God had said "Do not commit adultery, do not commit murder". The Old Testament is the Word of God. 2. These two commandments fall under the umbrella of love your neighbor as yourself (Romans 13:10). 3. Again we see that the law of God is a total package. The law of God condemns violation at any point. The real test is not following that principle or law which you already like to observe or fits very nicely into your present lifestyle. Rather, it is conforming to those principles or laws which demand that you give up something that you really like to do. Barclay notes, "A man may be in many respects, in nearly all respects, a good man; and yet he may spoil it all by one fault" (p. 81). See Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew 19:22-23. We must learn to develop a great love for the entire law of God and not just our favorite portions (Psalms 112:1; Psalms 119:14-16). Let the reader note that the principle of this verse applies to the New Testament. 

Verse 12
"So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty."
"So speak and so act"-present imperatives-do so as a habit. "We are to live continuously both in our words and actions in view of the way we are to be judged" (Roberts p. 98). "You must continue talking and acting" (Wms).

"are to be"-the idea is that judgment can happen or arrive at anytime. The Christian knows that the Lord could come at any time and must always be prepared (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).

"judged by the law of liberty"-"a law that brings liberty" (Beck); "the law that makes free" (Bas). The law of liberty is the gospel message, the words of Jesus Christ (John 12:48; John 8:31-32). The word "judged" doesn"t mean "condemned", but it does mean that we will all be confronted by this law and those who have been disobedient will be condemned.

Points To Note:

1. James isn"t saying, "But since we are going to be judged by the law of liberty, we don"t need to worry about the sins we have or are committing". Rather, the clear meaning is that the "law of liberty" will condemn us if we are violating it (; 13). This law of liberty doesn"t give us the freedom to live any way that we want, and neither does it overlook sin which hasn"t been forsaken and repented of. 2. "James draws his discussion of favoritism to a conclusion by the solemn warning that Christians should always speak and act in view of coming judgment…The law of liberty was first mentioned in 1:25, where it was clearly equated with "the word, implanted which is able to save your souls" (1:21). It refers to the Word of God as found in the gospel…This law of liberty sets believers free from guilt and from slavery to sin, but it also places them under the obligation to obey their Lord and Master" (Kent p. 84). 

Verse 13
"For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment." 

"For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy"-In the context, their terrible treatment of the poor man was a demonstration of having no mercy. The law of liberty condemns that type of behavior. See Matthew 5:7; Matthew 6:14-15; Matthew 18:23-35; Matthew 25:40. Here we find incentive to treat the poor man with proper respect, for none of these Christians and none of us can afford to face a judgment in which there is no mercy. This judgment will be merciless, because the person who fails to demonstrate mercy is violating the law of God, judgment without mercy would be strict justice, every sin getting its full punishment---this is the type of judgment that awaits every unbeliever and every unfaithful Christian. 

"mercy triumphs"-"to exult over" (Thayer p. 331). "glories in the face of" (Mon). That is the Christian who has been merciful can face the coming judgment with confidence and assurance.

"over judgment"-Please note that James is not teaching that mercy is the opposite of keeping the commands of God. Rather, showing mercy in the context involves keeping the command to love your neighbor as yourself. Those who continue to despise the poor can expect to receive no mercy at the judgment. The law of liberty cannot be contrasted with mercy, rather it defines, commands and exhorts Christians to be merciful. For example, when we approach a brother or sister privately concerning a sin in which they are involved, we are showing mercy. James is not teaching that being merciful covers habitual rebellion to God in other areas of our life, or makes up for not being a Christian. But rather, if we are doing the best we can to abide by God"s law, and seeking forgiveness for when we sin, showing mercy to those in physical and spiritual need, then God will extend mercy to us at the last day (1 John 1:5-10).

Verse 14
It is essential we understand that in this section James is not pitting works against faith. The faith that cannot save ( "can that faith save him?"), is a certain kind of faith. A faith that isn"t active. The faith that James commends in this section is the same type of faith that Paul praises, a faith which is obedient that actively seeks to do the will of God (Romans 4:18-22; Romans 1:5). Neither is James saying that there are things we must do to earn our salvation, for James believed in the grace of God just as much as the other apostles (2:12-13; 4:6-8; 5:20). The "works" mentioned in this epistle are simply another way of saying a faith that works or a faith that is active. The works under consideration are not works of the Law of Moses (Romans 4:2 ff), or works of human invention (Titus 3:5). What James is discussing in this chapter could be seen as a commentary on what Jesus said in Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven"). Neither is James introducing a completely new topic at this point. This section is simply one more way of illustrating the vanity of merely being a hearer of the word and not a doer. They are another example of "vain religion" (1:26). Woods notes, "It should be apparent to the most casual reader that Paul and James are discussing two different kinds of works in these passages (Ephesians 2:8-9; James 2:21-22). Paul refers to works which are excluded from God"s plan to save; James discusses works which are included in it" (p. 131).

"What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?"
"What use is it"-"What good is it" (Wey). Matthew 16:26
"if a man says he has faith"-"present active subjunctive, "if one keeps on saying"" Robertson p. 33). Once gain, what we profess with incredible confidence about ourselves can be completely wrong. "Nothing in the context suggests that the person is attempting to deceive others. He claims to possess true faith, and one may assume that he was sincere about the claim" (Kent p. 89).

"but he has no works?"-Which will be illustrated in , i.e. a faith that isn"t active. 

"Can that faith"-James isn"t saying, "Can faith save him". Rather, can that kind of faith, can mere intellectual belief save him? James clearly believes in "faith" (). The question isn"t, "Can faith save him", rather, "Can faith which is nothing more than a verbal profession save him?" Of course the answer is "no". Roberts notes, "It is noteworthy that the verbs in the statement, "If a man says he hath faith and have not works", are present active subjunctives, thus, "If one keeps on saying he has faith, but keeps on not having works…." Mere profession, without obedience to God"s commands, is worthless" (p. 132). It should be clear that Paul never taught a salvation by mere mental assent. Paul often emphasized the need for a faith that obeys, a faith that is active (Romans 2:6; Romans 6:13; Romans 6:16; Romans 8:13; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 15:58; Romans 10:9-10; Colossians 2:11-12).

"save him?"-Remember James is writing to Christians. This statement clearly reveals that the Christian doesn"t have an automatic ticket to eternal life. The doctrine of once-saved-always-saved doesn"t fit this verse. In addition, neither does the Calvinistic idea that God gives the believer his or her faith. This question would never be brought up in a context in which the faith of every Christian had been miraculously given them by God.

Point To Note:

The argument is at times made that while an active faith is necessary to remain a Christian, faith-only is what enables one to become a Christian. But the New Testament is clear that more than just a mental belief in Jesus is necessary. Paul mentions confession (Romans 10:9-10); repentance (Acts 17:30) and baptism (Colossians 2:12-13; Romans 6:3-5) as conditions which are all prior to salvation. In addition, it doesn"t make a whole lot of sense that there is one type of faith that enables you to become a Christian and another type of faith that is necessary to remain a Christian. James is talking about a faith that results in salvation, the same type of faith that is described in Romans 4:1-25 or Ephesians 2:8.

Verse 15
"If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,"
"without clothing"-"naked" (KJV), "ill-clad" (Mof). Without sufficient clothing (Matthew 25:36; Acts 19:16). 

"in need of daily food"-"Indicates that the person under consideration is in the greatest possible destitution, in a condition of want that would (or should) touch the hearts of all but the hardest" (Woods p. 133). And remember, this is a fellow Christian in dire need. James had just dealt with the fact that some of his readers were showing a definite contempt for the poor (ff). It may be that James is recording something that had actually happened among his readers. Such cases of need did exist in the early church (Acts 11:28-30; 1 Corinthians 16:1). " it must be describing someone in desperate straits, whose clothing and food were not adequate, and who needed prompt and substantial assistance" (Kent p. 91) A brother or sister who needs help right now!

Verse 16
"and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?"

"and one of you says to them"-Let the reader be impressed that the early church also had inactive members. Hypocrites were found in their congregations also. 

"Go in peace"-Which was a common Jewish expression meaning "farewell" (Mark 5:34; Luke 7:50). "A formula of wishing well, blessing addressed by the Hebrews to departing friends" (Thayer p. 182). Also including the ideas of hope for your welfare and health.

"be warmed and be filled"-The tenses here are interesting. Literally the verse would read, "keep on going in peace, get yourselves warmed and filled." "Those with insufficient clothing are bidden to "Warm yourselves!" Those in need of food to "Fill yourselves!" And, with a wave of the hand and a dismissal of all responsibility, the poor are told "Farewell!" Be off. Best wishes" (Woods p. 134). 

Points To Note:

Be impressed that the Bible doesn"t pull any punches. Note the integrity of the Scriptures, the short-comings of professed Christians are not hidden, but exposed in graphic detail. We might be shocked by such a callous attitude towards those in need---but we are at times guilty of the same thing. Maybe not so much concerning physical needs, as spiritual needs. We see someone who is manifesting spiritual weakness and yet we don"t attempt to take the time to encourage them, build a friendship, and so on. And yet physical needs do pop up, maybe not with the Christians in this community, but there are many Christians in the Philippines and other countries who are truly in need of "daily food". But at times our attitude is, "Someone else will take care of that, someone else will give".

"what use is that?"-Which clearly means, such warm words are completely useless and unprofitable. Warm wishes cannot take the place of warm clothes and food. But it is easier to talk than to help. We often think that we are really accomplishing something by just talking about the problem. 

Verse 17
"Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself".

"Even so"-Just like mere words directed at a Christian in need are completely worthless, so faith that isn"t active is completely worthless.

"if it has no works"-Remember we aren"t talking about works of human merit or observing the Law of Moses. Rather, we are talking about faith that does the will of the Father (Matthew 7:21), faith that actively obeys the will of God. The present tense here is used in the Greek, "it if keep on not having works".

"is dead"-"destitute of force or power, inactive, inoperative" (Thayer p. 424). (,26) Note that such a faith is presently useless, it isn"t in danger of dying, it is completely dead right at this very moment. 

"being by itself"-"being alone" (KJV), "by one"s self, alone" (Thayer p. 163). Here is what so many religious people claim as being the only condition for salvation, that is, faith that is alone, "faith only". James makes it clear that "faith alone" is completely worthless. Carefully note that if faith which says something is dead ("be warmed and filled"), then how much more is pure mental assent--- something which is absolutely worthless! Clearly, we do not gain God"s favor at the moment we believe that He exists (John 12:42-43). Jesus notes that many will end up lost who had "faith" that He is the Son of God (Matthew 7:21-23).

Verse 18
"But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."

"But someone may well say"-The expression "someone may well say" is used in other places as introducing a speaker who is objecting to what is being presented (Romans 9:19; Romans 11:19; 1 Corinthians 15:35). The problem with this is that the objector seems to be arguing that he has works and that James has the faith only. 

Points To Note:

1. Woods takes this passage as meaning, "It is as if James should say, "Suppose some one comes forth with the objection that one"s piety and devotion to God are not always exhibited in the same fashion; one may show his loyalty to God by faith, another by works; yet, both be equally pious and devout in God"s sight"" (p. 137). 

1. The challenger introduced in this passage may be a third party, someone who sees the discussion that James is having with an advocate of "faith alone" and who challenges the faith only person to demonstrate their professed faith without obedience. 

"You have faith, and I have works"-The person making this statement might be trying (as Woods contends above), to argue that one man will be saved by his "faith in itself" and another man by the result of his faith. James will have none of this. And to this day many people try to make a distinction between what a person believes and what a person does. So many people, who do bad things, will argue, "But I have a good heart". 

Kent notes: " The …..church has provided sanctuary for some whose connections with it are merely external. To them the church differs little from a service club…On the other hand, some people let works take the place of faith. They may become so deeply involved in charitable works and social service that little attention is given to the development of a growing trust in God. In many cases, such works are not the demonstration of faith at all but are merely humanitarian impulses" (p. 99).

"show me your faith without the works"-Some view this and the rest of verse 18 as the words of James and not the "someone" that he has mentioned. At this point in the conversation James jumps in and demonstrates that a distinction cannot be made between a faith that saves and obedience to God. Woods notes, "It follows, therefore, that one who disparages works must resort to them to prove that he has any faith at all!" (p. 137). 

Point To Note:

The above point needs to be taken seriously. Today, those who advocate salvation by faith-only, still find themselves pointing to something which "proves" that they have accepted the Lord. Whether such alleged proof is the "sinners prayer", "coming forward at some rally" or a feeling. In the end, no one really believes in salvation by faith alone or a salvation at the point of mental assent.

"and I will show you my faith by my works"-Just as repentance has deeds which naturally follow it (Acts 26:20; 2 Corinthians 7:10-11), so faith has works, deeds or natural fruits (Luke 6:46; Matthew 21:25; Luke 7:30). What this is saying is that if you really believe, then the lifestyle, the obedience will naturally follow. 

Points To Note:

1. Too many Christians complain about lacking the motivation to talk to others about the gospel and live the Christian life. The question isn"t one of motivation, rather, it is one of whether or not one is truly a believer! A real trust in God and love for Him will naturally result in obedience to His will (Romans 13:10). 2. The disciples at one point complained to Jesus that they needed more faith, Jesus disagreed. Jesus stated that they just needed some of the real stuff (Luke 17:5-6). 

James isn"t done yet, he continues to press the issue, "But James wants to close even more avenues of escape" (Davids p. 125).

Verse 19
"You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder."
"You believe that God is one"-"there is one God". One of the basic truths which one must accept, is that there is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). In the Jewish religion, the confession that God is one was repeated twice each day. This was one of the basic distinctions between Christianity and all the surrounding pagan religions. Let us remember, that the statement "God is one" was never meant to imply that "God" is only one person (Genesis 1:26; John 1:1; Acts 5:3-4). "In the plural form of the Hebrew word Eloheem (God) appearing in Genesis 1:1 : "In the beginning God ( Eloheem , the plural form of El, God), created the heavens and the earth"" (Woods p. 139). The "oneness" under consideration is a oneness of purpose, belief and unity (John 10:30).

"You do well"-Immediately James makes it clear that he isn"t downplaying the importance of believing the right doctrines. But rather, doctrinal soundness is meaningless if we don"t practice what we believe. One can believe everything about God, Jesus, the Bible, what to do to be saved, the church---and still be lost because they have put none of it into practice. Believing the truth about baptism doesn"t save you---salvation happens when you act upon that belief (Mark 16:16 "and is baptized").

"the demons also believe, and shudder"- 

Points To Note:

1. First of all we must reject the idea that demons are mythical beings. Various religious and non-religious writers have tried to explain away the New Testament references to demons and demon possession as being a popular superstition among the Jewish people. But Jesus charged, rebuked, commanded and cast out demons (Mark 5:9-12). 2. Kent notes, "Jesus frequently encountered persons possessed by demons during His ministry and they always recognized deity and spoke respectfully (Matthew 8:29; Mark 1:24; Mark 5:7; Luke 8:28; Acts 16:17; Acts 19:15)" (p. 97). 3. Various ideas exist concerning the origin of demons. One of the more popular ideas is that they are of the same class as the angels that sinned in 2 Peter 2:4. During the ministry of Christ we find an incredible amount of demon possession. It would appear that God allowed such because it would only further His purposes and glorify His Son, specifically when Jesus demonstrated His power in casting them out. Which clearly demonstrated that even the devil himself is no match for God. We find some demon-possession in Acts, but very little if any spoken of in the epistles. If would appear that as the miraculous gifts ceased, so did demon possession. If demon possession was going to be with mankind until the end of time, it is strange that in the instructions to preachers, christians and congregations-this topic is never discussed. 

"also believe"-also believe that God is one. So much for depending upon mental acceptance of the truth. The demons are very orthodox and sound in their beliefs! They realize fully that Jesus is the Son of God, they don"t have any doubts about what their fate will be (Luke 8:31; Mark 1:24). They realize that God isn"t going to change His mind. Unlike some denominational leaders---the demons believe in hell! 

"and shudder"-"struck with extreme fear, to be horrified" (Thayer p. 658). "to be rough, to bristle, then to shiver, tremble, indicating a cognizance of their appointed doom" (Vine p. 26). "The problem was not that their faith was insincere. On the contrary, they believed so completely in the coming doom that God has promised that they shuddered at the prospect" (Kent p. 97). This word rendered "shudder" is an interesting word. It means "to bristle". "It pictures one"s hair standing up on end. The devil believes in God so strongly that his hair stands right up on end!" (Draper p. 89). Once again let us be impressed with the fact that without application, believing all the right doctrines will not save us!

Verse 20
"But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?" 

"But are you willing to recognize"-Inferring the previous truths had been clear, plain and simple to understand. James conclusion is so clear that he calls upon all who disagree with him to abandon their foolishness and admit the obvious.

"you foolish fellow"-literally an empty-headed fellow. The person who would even attempt to argue that mere belief can save a person is lacking reason and the truth. Notice that James doesn"t say, "Let"s agree to disagree" or "your point is just as valid as mine". 

"that faith without works is useless?"-Draper gives a good illustration when he says, "If I tell my wife I love her and never go home or provide her with any of the necessities, do you think she would believe me?…..We have created a entire culture of Christianity in America where we say we believe things that we are not practicing" (p. 90). But the real tragic thing is that there are people in this country who would argue that they love their mate or their mate loves them, even when they are treating each other in a horrible manner. There are a good number of people who would disagree with Draper"s above point. James calls such people "foolish" and "empty-headed". 

Verse 21
The Faith That Saves

"Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?" 

"Was not Abraham our father"-James introduces a Biblical example (an approved example) which would immediately catch the attention of all Christians. Abraham was the father of the Jewish race, but especially the father of all the faithful (Romans 4:12; Galatians 3:26-29). He is the spiritual ancestor of all Christians. "These to whom James wrote included many Jewish people; and those who were not would, as Christians, be interested in, and would soon acquire a knowledge of, one who occupied such a prominent place in the history of the Lord"s people in earlier dispensations; and his example would, therefore, be most impressive. Further Abraham is the spiritual ancestor of all "who walk in the steps of " his faith today (Romans 4:1-25)" (Woods p. 143) The example of Abraham would be impressive to Christians from a Jewish background, but also very impressive to Christians from a Gentile background, who have now become the spiritual children of this great man of faith (Galatians 3:29).

"justified"-"to deem to be right, to declare, pronounce to be righteous" (Vine p. 285). "To be acquitted, be pronounced and treated as righteous" (Arndt p. 197). Remember, the context is dealing with a faith that results in salvation (). Hence, justified here must mean accounted right in the sight of God. 

"by works"-Not works of human invention, merit-nor works of the Law of Moses. The "works" are defined in the next statement:

"when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?"-Abraham was justified when he obeyed what God had commanded. It wasn"t Abraham"s idea to sacrifice Isaac, rather it was a command from God (Genesis 22:1-2).

Points To Note:

1. This above example is also found in Hebrews 11:1-40. A chapter that deals with the type of faith which pleases God (11:6), the quality of faith which results in salvation (10:39). What James calls a faith joined with works, the Hebrew writer simply calls "faith": "By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac" (11:17). 2. Abraham demonstrated the same quality of faith when he obeyed God"s call to leave his homeland (Hebrews 11:8-10), and when he believed God"s promise that he and Sarah would have a son (Romans 4:17-21). 

Do James And Paul Contradict Each Other?

James 2:21 "Was not Abraham our father justified by works" 

Romans 4:2 "For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God". 

Points To Note:

1. For those who believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, it is silly to contend that two inspired writers could ever contradict each other---does God contradict Himself? 2. First, let the reader realize that when James uses the word "works" he is talking about an active faith, a faith that obeys God. When Paul is talking about "works" he is talking works of the Law of Moses, doing something that would earn or merit salvation ( "he has something to boast about"; 4:4). When James talks about a faith minus works, he is talking about mere mental assent, a conviction which can"t bring itself to trust God fully. When Paul talks about faith, he is talking about an active faith, a complete trust in God (4:5, 17-22). Faith with works in the book of James-is identical with the faith that saves in the book of Romans. Remember, the "faith" which is praised in Romans, is the faith by which a man lives his life (Romans 1:17). See also the following passages (Romans 1:5; Romans 2:7; Romans 2:10; Romans 6:16-17). 3. Romans 4:3 is a quotation from Genesis 15:6 : On this occasion all that God expected of Abraham was to believe what God had promised. It is a clear misuse of Romans 4:3 to argue that one must only believe in God to become a Christian. First of all, when the statement was made, Abraham wasn"t a lost man. Abraham had been a believer in God long before this. He had manifested faith by leaving Ur (Genesis 12:1-4; Hebrews 11:8-10). He had built altars and worshipped God (Genesis 12:7-8; Genesis 13:18). Before Genesis 15:6, Melchizedek said of Abraham, "Blessed be Abram of God Most High" (Genesis 14:19). Before the statement of Genesis 15:6, God had said to Abraham, "I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward" (Genesis 15:1). 

Abraham"s faith was reckoned as righteousness---on other occasions besides Genesis 15:6. It was viewed as righteous when he left his homeland (Hebrews 11:8; Genesis 12:1-3; Romans 4:13). Romans 4:22 "Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness". But this conclusion is based on verses 17-21, which refers not to Genesis 15:6, but to some 15 years later in Genesis 17:1-27 when Abraham is about 100 years old.

The statement in Romans 5:1 "Therefore having been justified by faith", must be kept in context. The faith of the previous verses, the faith of Abraham is an obedient and active faith (4:12, 17-21). A faith by which one lives. Paul has demonstrated that all down through the life of Abraham, his obedient faith had resulted in being accounted as righteous---and much of this was before being circumcised and definitely before the Law of Moses was given. Paul"s point is not than one is saved at the point of mental acceptance. Rather, that circumcision and observing the Mosaic Law are not and were not eternal conditions for salvation. Therefore, it is false to argue that circumcision and observance of the Law of Moses are eternal conditions for salvation.

Paul and James agree that the faith that results in acceptance with God is a faith that continues to act. Justification isn"t a one time event that covers us all our lives. We must continue to manifest our faith, "But the righteous man shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17).

Verse 22
"You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;" 

"faith was working with his works"-"It was easy to see, in this historic incident, that Abraham"s faith wrought (exercised itself) with his works" (Woods p. 145). The phrase "working with", means to cooperate with and the tense is imperfect. Hence, faith and the results of an active faith kept cooperating with each other. Abraham"s convictions and his actions were operating in perfect harmony. Note: Abraham didn"t journey to the land of Moriah and proceed to offer up Isaac out of anger, bitterness, resentment, self-pity or fear. Abraham was doing what God commanded from the motive of faith!

There is a tremendous lesson here! There are many people who do what God commands, but the motive behind their obedience isn"t faith. Some even try to argue that as long as you do the right thing---motivation doesn"t matter. Paul and James both disagree with that point of view (1 Corinthians 13:1-4).

"as a result of the works"-Or couldn"t we just as well say, "as a result of such obedience, as a result of obeying what God has said"?

"faith was perfected"-"to bring to an end by completing or perfecting, of bringing to completeness" (Vine p. 174). Which means that there can be such a thing as an imperfect faith. And James has already described an imperfect faith, a faith that lacks obedience to the Divine will (). "Neither works nor faith operating alone can justify" (Woods p. 145). The right act-was to obey what God commanded, the right motive, was to do it because God can be trusted.

Verse 23
"and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness", and he was called the friend of God."

"the Scripture was fulfilled"-The Scripture under consideration is Genesis 15:6, the same verse that Paul quotes in Romans 4:3. "Fulfilled"-"was actually and fully realized" (Vincent p. 745). "In God"s sight his faith was fully approved…and the statement that Abraham believed God was shown to be true beyond any possibility of doubt, and was fully realized to the utmost limit" While the text of Genesis 22:1-24 doesn"t mention the word "justified", the idea of being approved in the sight of God is present, when God re-states His promises to Abraham (Genesis 22:16-18). The word "reckoned" means to pass to one"s account, "credit someone with something" (Arndt p. 476). In other words, Abraham was viewed by God as being innocent and just. This Scripture in Genesis 15:6 was not fulfilled until many years after it was stated. It demonstrates that justification, rather than being a one time act for all time, is a continual process. A continued course of living by a faith that is active is necessary.

Woods makes a good observation on Genesis 15:6 : "there was nothing more, at the moment, for Abraham to do but to accept, without hesitation the assurances of such from God…It is a violent perversion of this passage and historic incident from it to assume that because Abraham"s faith was accepted as an act of righteousness when there was nothing else required of him at the time that in our case faith will suffice without the performance of those conditions which are required of us now" (p. 146). In the book of Romans the faith that results in OUR justification includes confession (Romans 10:9-10) and baptism (6:1-5).

"he was called the friend of God"-"loved by God" (Alford p. 1608). (2 Chronicles 20:7 "Abraham thy friend forever"; Isaiah 41:8 "the seed of Abraham thy friend"). "To this day it is said that Abraham is known among the Arabs as "El Khalil" equivalent to "the Friend" (Pulpit Commentary p. 32).

Verse 24
"You see that a man is justified by works, and not by faith alone".

"You see"-A conclusion that James believes that all should be able to see clearly-this isn"t hard to understand or comprehend.

"justified by works"-"Works" in the context are obedience to the commands of God (). The works under consideration are not----- following human traditions, rules or the Law of Moses (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). There are various commands that must be obeyed before we can be accounted as righteous or forgiven: The command to believe that Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24); the command to repent (Acts 17:30); the command to express our belief in a confession (Romans 10:9-10); the command to be baptized (Mark 16:16). 

"not by faith alone"-"merely, only, alone" (Thayer p. 418). The same truth is presented in James 1:22; James 2:17; James 2:20. Note, that James never says that a man is not justified by faith, but the faith that results in justification is active and responsive to the commands of God. But faith that doesn"t act, conviction that doesn"t express itself---never has saved anyone. Obedience to the commands of God without the proper motive doesn"t save---and mere mental assent doesn"t save either. 

Verse 25
The Example Of Rahab

"The illustration of Rahab utilized a person who was in stark contrast to Abraham in virtually every way except as illustrative of an energetic faith. Rahab was a woman, a Gentile, a pagan, and a prostitute. Yet, by naming her, James was effectively making the point that the only faith that God accepts is a faith that works-----whether from a respected Abraham or an unlikely Rahab" (Kent p. 108).

By using the example of Rahab, James is also teaching: 1. Anyone, from any background can manifest this type of faith, therefore whoever wants to be saved, can be saved. 2. Culture, upbringing, and so on are not insurmountable barriers to salvation. 3. People can change overnight. 4. The accounts in the Old Testament are historically true!

"And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?"
Points To Note:

1. The example of Rahab demonstrates that this principle of being justified by an active faith was true outside the nation of Israel in the Old Testament. It extends to every race, gender, culture and condition of life. To this day, the righteous individual is the person who lives by faith (Romans 1:17). 2. Notice the harmony with this verse and the account in Joshua 2:1-24. All the details are the same! 3. Rahab is also praised in Hebrews 11:31. 3. Her faith was demonstrated in obedience, she received the messengers, protected them, and sent them to a place of safety. 4. All of her actions on this occasion were motivated by her faith that the God of Israel was the true God. Faith was indeed the moving cause of action. Barclay notes, "and unless Rahab had been prepared to risk all to help the spies her faith would have been a useless thing" (p. 92). "By his choice of Abraham and Rahab, therefore, James shows not only that the acid test of faith is works but also that this principle has universal application, embracing both patriarch and prostitute" (Adamson p. 134). Woods notes, "Abraham and Rahab------the former from the highest ranks of the most illustrious, the second from one who had been on the lowest rung of the social ladder, to show that in neither instance was salvation by faith only" (p. 150). James makes it clear that God doesn"t lower His standards for people from lowly backgrounds. The spirituality demanded of the former prostitute is the same spirituality which is demanded of the noble citizen or founding father. 

Verse 26
"For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead". 

Points To Note:

1. Men and women have a dual nature, spirit and body. 2. Here is a good definition concerning at what point a person is dead, i.e. when the spirit has departed (Ecclesiastes 12:7). 3. This illustration once again stresses that an inactive faith, a faith that doesn"t respond to Divine directives, is a useless thing. 3. This verse also reveals that if life is present, then the spirit is present. Therefore it would seem reasonable to conclude that human life begins at conception, at conception the spirit or soul is present (Zechariah 12:1). We must reject the idea that one isn"t a human being until they exit the birth canal. 4. Remember, this also applies to a person who is already a Christian. If our faith ceases to be active, we are spiritually dead! 5. Note the graphic nature of the illustration. Faith, by itself, is like a dead body.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
1. Outline: 

1. The Use And Misuse Of The Tongue: 

2. Earthly And Heavenly Wisdom: 

1. Introductory Comments: 

From this chapter we will learn that words also fit into the category of works. In fact, evil words can at times wreck more havoc than some evil deeds. Barclay notes, "A man can ward off a blow with the hand, for the striker must be in his presence to strike him. But a man can drop a malicious word, or repeat a scandalous and untrue story, about someone whom he does not even know, and about someone who stays hundreds of miles away, and can cause infinite damage and harm. The very range the tongue can reach is the tongue"s greatest peril….Once a word is spoken there is no getting it back. There is nothing which it is so impossible to kill as a rumor; there is nothing which it is so impossible to obliterate as an idle and a malignant story. Let a man, before he speaks, remember that once a word is spoken it is gone from his control" (p. 100).

Verse 1
"Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment".

"Let not many of you"-"The verb "be not"…a present middle imperative…signifies "stop becoming many teachers"(Woods p. 154).

"become teachers"-"Like so many aspects of life that provide great advantages, however, communication through speech has its darker side. Sometimes speech can injure. It can do more harm than good. It can convey wrong information that can lead to disaster" (Kent p. 113). 

Points To Note:

1. Teachers in the early church were viewed as a very important group of people, listed along with apostles and prophets (Acts 13:1; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11). 2. It would appear from the above warning, that some were becoming teachers without due consideration of the responsibility involved in such a work. 3. There were people who wanted to teach, before they had really learned the concepts themselves (1 Timothy 1:7). Others taught, but failed to live the lessons that they were teaching others (Romans 2:17-29). In addition, in teaching there is always the danger of becoming arrogant. "the profession is more liable to beget spiritual and intellectual pride…He must, therefore, all his life struggle to avoid two things. He must always have every care that he is teaching the truth, and not his own opinions, or even his own prejudices…He must have every care that he does not contradict his teaching by his life" (Barclay pp. 94-95). The Pharisees had allowed the thought of being an instructor of the blind, to go to their heads, to the point that they became blind themselves (Matthew Chapter 23). 4. James is not trying to discourage competent and qualified individuals from teaching (2 Timothy 2:2; Hebrews 5:12). Rather, he is warning those who might be tempted to view teaching is an easy and effortless task, or those who start teaching from ulterior motives, prestige, the public spotlight, etc… 

Unfortunately, we tend to make the same mistake. It is easy to view teaching as an easy job. It is also easy to encourage people to teach, before they are in fact ready to do so. The same mistakes can also be made in reference to preaching. We can in fact encourage men to preach, who shouldn"t be preachers. James makes it clear that while the teacher or preacher simply uses words---words are very powerful! Adam and Eve fell into sin because they believed the wrong words, wars have started over words, whole nations have been destroyed because of a certain ideology. While the teacher or preacher simply uses words in their trade, let us remember that the course of history and the eternal destiny of individuals has been altered by "words". Jesus said, "every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned" (Matthew 12:36-37).

"my brethren"-"There is no caste system in Christ. Inasmuch as we are all brethren, it behooves us to conduct ourselves as brethren should" (Woods p. 157).

"knowing that as such"-That is, as such teachers. James places himself in the same category as all other teachers. He wasn"t exempt from his own admonitions. The following information should keep the teacher humble and on his toes.

"we shall incur a stricter judgment"-"judged with special strictness" (Mof); "by a more severe standard" (TCNT).

Points To Note:

1. The above judgment could be either divine or human, or both. 2. "to assume the role of teacher is a most serious undertaking because of its potential for directing the actions of others. If God is going to judge men for every idle word they speak (Matthew 12:36-37), how great is the responsibility of teachers, whose words are intended by them to be taken as directives for the lives of their hearers" (Kent p. 115). 3. James isn"t saying that teachers are going to be judged by a higher moral standard, for the same standard applies to all (John 12:48). Rather, like other passages, those who are given more opportunities and talents are going to be held accountable for the use of such privileges (Matthew 23:14; Matthew 25:15; Matthew 25:29; Luke 12:47); to whom much is given from him much is required (Luke 12:48). 4. The judgment here may also include human scrutiny. Those who teach will be put on the spot, challenged concerning the truthfulness of what they are teaching and so on. 5. The teacher must constantly check himself to make sure that what he is teaching is the Word of God and not his version of the truth (Matthew 5:19; Galatians 1:6-9; 1 Peter 4:11). 

Verse 2
"For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well."
"For"-The second reason for viewing the teachers role most seriously, is that no teacher is faultless. Even inspired teachers could set the wrong example or fail to live up to what they were teaching (Galatians 2:11-13). And non-inspired teachers are clearly not infallible.

"we all stumble in many ways"-"We" includes all teachers, but also probably meant to include all Christians. "Stumble"-to err, go astray, sin (2 Peter 1:10). "In many ways"-"in a number of things" (Bas). There are many areas in which teachers can sin. We can set the wrong example, our motivation can we selfish (1 Corinthians 13:1-4), we can exaggerate, needlessly offend, gossip and so on. Note that James includes himself as one who could stumble. It is clear that Christians, even Christian teachers are not sinless (1 John 1:8-10). In addition, since all Christians sin, those who become teachers (a task which has its own pitfalls and temptations), must be individuals who take upon themselves that task from the noblest of motives. Woods makes a good point when he says: "The fact that James includes himself among those who trip in this manner is no reflection on the inspiration which guarded his writings from all error. We must ever remember to distinguish between what the inspired penmen wrote under the direction of the Holy Spirit and their own personal and individual activity as a Christian. They had no more protection against the possibility of sinning---as Christians-than do we" (p. 159). Draper notes, "If we err once a day, that amounts to 20,000 times in fifty years" (p. 97).

"If anyone does not stumble in what he says"-Note, James isn"t saying, "If anyone does not stumble", rather, he is talking about a specific area, i.e., "in what he says". "If any one sins not in word" (ABUV). 

"he is a perfect man"-Not sinlessly perfect. The word perfect means, in a ethical and moral sense, mature, full grown, a well-rounded person (Matthew 5:48; James 1:4). Kent notes, "Anyone who can master the use of his tongue, so as not to fall into sin through angry words, misrepresentation, or falsehood, shows himself to be a mature man….In the spiritual life there is always room for further growth, and no one in this life reaches a state of sinlessness. Nevertheless, Scripture does speak of a level of maturity that is attainable and is expected of each believer (Philippians 3:15; Hebrews 5:12; 2 Peter 1:5-11)" (p. 116). Carefully note that God"s measuring stick for spiritual maturity INCLUDES the use of our tongues. People can memorize a good amount of Scripture and have a good grasp of many Biblical truths, and yet have an unbridled tongue (James 1:26).

Points To Note:

What James says here couldn"t be more relevant for the church on the verge of the 21st Century. The effectiveness of a local congregation can be brought to a stand still by the misuse of the tongue. We can needlessly turn people off from the truth by an arrogant presentation. We can be careless in our examination of certain subjects and create more confusion than understanding. And we can all be involved in fighting rumors and chasing gossip instead of converting the lost. We desperately need Christians who are dedicated to a wise and controlled use of the tongue.

"able to bridle the whole body as well"-"bridle"-"hold in check, restrain" (Thayer p. 664). "Thus the person who knows how to keep his speech under control reveals that he has sufficient maturity to control his other activities also" (Kent p. 116).

Points To Note:

1. We often tend to downplay the seriousness of evil speech. But controlling the tongue is just as important as controlling any other aspect of our lives. God has come down hard on verbal sins, just as any other sin (Proverbs 6:16-19; Revelation 21:8). 2. Barclay notes, "James is not for a moment saying that silence is better than speech. He is not pleading for a Trappist life, where speech is forbidden. What he is pleading for is the control of the tongue….Abstention from anything is never a complete substitute for control in the use of it. And James is not pleading for a cowardly silence, but for a wise use of speech" (p. 99). Before we move on, let"s remember the advantages of being a teacher: Great personal growth, the teacher always learns more than the student. The great task of saving others (1 Timothy 4:16) of continuing the work of spreading the gospel (2 Timothy 2:2). Guiding others to God (Acts 8:31). Fulfilling a great responsibility (Hebrews 5:12); using your talents (Matthew 25:1-46), following in the footsteps of Jesus (Luke 19:10; 1 Corinthians 11:1). 

Verse 3
Illustrations

"Now if we put the bits into the horses" mouths so that they may obey us, we direct their entire body as well".

"bits into the horses" mouths"-"In both illustrations the analogy is between the small size of the controlling device and the much larger entity that it controls…Although the horse was well known to James" readers, it was not an animal possessed by the average man…The average reader of James would not have thought of a humble plow-horse but a prancing war-horse, vigorous and high-spirited. This most spirited of beasts, far larger than a man and with a will of its own, could nevertheless be controlled through the use of a bit and bridle" (Kent pp. 117-118).

"we direct their entire body as well"-The whole body of this powerful and spirited animal can be directed by a very small device. The illustration, far from being depressing points out: 1. We can control what we say, this isn"t an impossible task, but it does take maturity! I cannot control my tongue and remain spiritually immature at the same time. 2. Controlling what we say and how we say it can eliminate a good number of future problems. Trying to live the Christian life or trying to convince others that they should investigate Christianity is going to be to no avail as long as we manifest lack of control in our speech. Bridling the tongue is a concept which is also found in the O.T. (Psalms 39:1).

Verse 4
"Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder, wherever the inclination of the pilot desires."
"Behold"-There is valuable lesson here to be learned, "as a call to closer attention, consideration and contemplation, remember, consider" (Arndt p. 371). 

"the ships also, though they are so great"-"turning next to the largest inanimate object that James"s contemporaries might attempt to steer….Some of them were indeed very large. The Egyptian grain ship on which Paul was shipwrecked carried 276 passengers in addition to its cargo (Acts 27:37)" (Kent p. 118)

"still directed by a very small rudder"-Again, the point is made that something very small can control something very powerful. Such large ships, even when in rough weather, could still be steered with precision by a small rudder.

Points To Note:

1. "How are we going to make it through the storms of life, with fierce winds seeking to destroy us? What will keep us safe in the storm? What we say in the midst of our problems determines whether we will have victory or not…It is easy to praise God when the sun is shining" (Draper p. 101). 2. The tongue is like the bit and the rudder, "Each is comparatively small, but each produces great effect" (Adamson pp. 142-143). 3. "The tongue is little, like the rudder of the ship; but, just as the rudder can determine the course of the large ship, so the tongue was the power to influence a man"s whole course and destiny" (Roberts p. 128). 

Verse 5
Dangers Of The Tongue 

"So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!"
"So also the tongue"-Small, but very powerful and influential, just like a bit or a rudder. 

"yet it boasts of great things"-"but it can make huge claims" (NEB). Solomon said, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue" (Proverbs 18:21). The tongue can boast that there is no God (Psalms 14:1), that man is the measure of all things. The Humanist Manifesto is a great example of the arrogance that can be displayed by the human tongue. "But we can discover no divine purpose or providence for the human species. While there is much that we do not know, humans are responsible for what we are or will become. No deity will save us; we must save ourselves" The same could be said of the boasts and claims of those who support the theory of Evolution. I remember a statement made by a famous personality who said that they would rather go to hell than heaven, because heaven doesn"t present any challenges and in hell they can make things better! 

"Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire?"
"These people would have understood this analogy because the barren, arid land of the desert was covered with scrub trees and brush. If a fire started, it would sweep across a whole mountainside before it could be stopped" (Draper p. 102). Forest fires were frequently mentioned by ancient writers. The tongue can start a small spark which can inflame and destroy families and entire congregations. In a matter of days or weeks, a tremendous amount of good can be destroyed by the misuse of the tongue. "Its capability of catastrophic destruction far outstrips its size" (Kent p. 120). See Galatians 5:15. "One has only to envision a small match, a spark…lighting a fire which may burn over a whole forest of possibly millions of acres to grasp the vividness of the illustration" (Roberts p. 128). Once again, we need to make the point that once we have said something, we can"t control the extent of the comment, we can"t control the damage. Like a forest fire, a bit of gossip or slander can get completely out of control.

The Old Testament often spoke of the damage caused by the tongue (Psalms 52:2; Psalms 64:3; Psalms 140:3; Proverbs 6:19; Proverbs 12:18; Proverbs 15:1; Proverbs 16:27-28 "a slanderer separates intimate friends"; 26:20 "where there is no whisperer, contention quiets down"; 26:28).

Verse 6
"And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defies the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell".

"the tongue is a fire"-That is, when misused, the tongue is, "his words are as a scorching fire" (Proverbs 16:27; Proverbs 26:18-22). The misuse of the tongue is like a forest fire. It can cause a tremendous amount of damage in a short period of time, it can start from a very small spark, just a little piece of gossip. And it can very quickly get completely out of control.

"the very world of iniquity"-"world" in the sense of the widespread power of evil. "proves itself a very world of mischief" (TCNT). "because of the incalculable harm which it produces; it is utterly impossible to measure, in this life, the harm which grows out of the slander, the profanity, the falsehood, the blasphemy and the scandal of which it is capable" (Woods p. 164). "The world of iniquity" is very expressive. Just as we say, "There is a world of wisdom in that statement"…It voices every evil feeling and every kind of sinful thought; it sets in motion and gives concreteness to every kind of sinful act" (Roberts p. 129). "With the tongue we can profane, blaspheme, and curse God. With the tongue we can steal, for we can taken from our neighbor reputation and honor. With the tongue we can inflict great injury and suffering on those about us. With our tongue we can reveal infinite passion and lust" (Draper pp. 102-103). "it curses, rails, teaches false doctrine and speaks evil of God and man;….it entices, commands, terrifies and persuades to commit murder, adulteries, and every evil work" (Macknight p. 376). (See Romans 1:32 "but also give hearty approval to those who practice them").

But how often do we try to downplay sins of the tongue? Especially, our own!

"the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body"-we can be condemned for the misuse of our tongue (Matthew 12:37; Matthew 15:18). This one member, when abused, is able to bring one"s whole being, soul and body into hell. 

"and sets on fire the course of our life"-"the whole round of human life and activity" (Vine p. 103). "In some way he is saying that everything around man seems affected by the tongue" (Roberts p. 131). The above phrase rendered "course of our life" means literally, "wheel of the existence", which depicts life as a continuous round of activity. Woods notes, "So potent is it in its effects that it can, and often does, influence man"s entire round (period) of existence. An inflamed speech, intolerant words, a false rumor may set on fire an individual, a city and even a nation. We recall only too well the rabble-rousing speeches of Hitler, and the overwhelming wave of the war spirit which swept over the German nation as a result" (p. 165). 

An uncontrolled tongue can bring misery into every area of our lives. Such can destroy the happiness in our marriages, alienate us from our children, get us fired at work and so on. There is a warning here: An unbridled tongue will wreck havoc in our life. And unless it is brought in subjection to Christ, it will touch every area of our lives. 

"and is set on fire by hell"-"with a flame fed from hell" (Mof). "continually set on fire by hell" (Woods p. 165). 

Points To Note:

1. One explanation could be, "The fire which results from the tongue is comparable only to that which arises in hell" (Woods p. 165). But I believe that much more is being presented here. 2. What is the real source of gossip, slander, blasphemy and other abuses of the tongue? Is such merely a weakness in man? Is it genetic? Are some people just born hotheads? 3. James gets at the root of the problem. When we are exercising an unbridled tongue, we are doing the devil"s work. We aren"t merely displaying a character flaw, we are now actively promoting the agenda of hell. Unkind words, cutting comments are not simply cruel, but they are the language of hell. The man yelling at his wife isn"t merely being insensitive, he is being demonic. Compare with Paul"s comments concerning the factious individual (Titus 3:10-11). Carefully note that James believed that "hell" was a real place. 

Verse 7
"For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by the human race"
"every species"-Note that James doesn"t lump all animals into the same category. He realizes that the animals fit into various classifications or categories.

"is tamed, and has been tamed"-James isn"t teaching that man has been able to make every wild animal into a household pet. Rather, "Even though man has not been able to make a pet out of every wild beast or sea creature, he has been able to capture, cage, leash, or otherwise control any creature he wishes. Even the wildest of beasts can be put under man"s control in a zoo" (Kent p. 122). In addition, mankind has been able to "tame" some very powerful creatures, "Every year men see in the circuses lions that are more gently disposed toward their keepers than some men are toward their benefactors, and bears rolling and wrestling and imitating our skills" (Adamson p. 145). This power over the animals was given to man by God at the beginning (Genesis 1:28; Genesis 9:2).

Verse 8
"But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and fully of deadly poison."
"no one can tame the tongue"-"A literal translation of the Greek word order yields this rendering: "But the tongue no one is able to subdue-of men"…implying that there is one who can control the tongue…No one can subdue man"s tongue except God…it does mean that man unaided does not have constant and permanent mastery of his tongue" (Kent p. 122). With God"s help, with the Scriptures, we are expected to tame our tongues (James 1:26; James 1:19; Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 3:8; 1 Peter 3:10). The verse is also probably saying, that while the Christian may control his own tongue, it is impossible to control the tongues of men and women at large. 

"it is a restless evil"-the word "restless" means something which cannot be restrained or controlled. "Restless" is an ideal word to label the activity of the gossip, the skeptic, the false teacher, the slanderer, the blasphemer, the liar and the angry individual. Such individuals cannot just drop an issue, they can"t let go, they just have to keep on spreading their poison. "Evil" includes that which injures, is dangerous, destructive and troublesome. James is here talking about a tongue which hasn"t been subjected to the will of God. "Like a loose cannon, its danger is increased because one cannot predict where it will next unleash its venom. It can ruin character, break friendships, blacken reputations, and even send people to their graves" (Kent p. 122). The word "evil" reminds us that an uncontrolled tongue does much more than just cause trouble, it also brings sin.

"full of deadly poison"-lit., bringing death. Romans 3:13 "The poison of asps is under their lips"; Psalms 140:3; Psalms 58:3-4. Which reminds us that when James is talking about the tongue, he is talking about the individual, from whose heart such poison emerges (Matthew 15:19). Here should be tremendous motivation to get the hate, bitterness, envy, jealousy and every other evil attitude out of our lives. An uncontrolled tongue is the product of a uncontrolled mind and heart. And eventually, such a heart will lash out with the tongue and spread it"s poison. James isn"t exaggerating! Look at how angry individuals and prejudiced individuals have "poisoned" their own children and others! 

Verse 9
"With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God";

"bless"-to speak well of, praise, extol. "John Bunyan tells us of Talkative: "He is a saint abroad and a devil at home". Many a man speaks with perfect courtesy to strangers and even preaches love and gentleness, and yet snaps with ungracious and impatient anger and irritability at his own family at home. It has not been unknown for a man to speak with piety on the Sunday, and to curse a squad of workmen on the Monday…It has not been unknown for a woman to speak with sweet graciousness at a religious meeting, and then to go outside to murder someone"s reputation with a malicious and a gossiping tongue" (Barclay p. 105).

"we curse men"-"It is grossly inconsistent to pronounce blessings and praise upon God and then curse those who are patterned after His likeness" (Kent p. 123). "God despises inconsistency, and nowhere is our inconsistency more readily seen than in the use of our tongues. Some of the most graciously uttered prayers, some of the most skillfully delivered sermons have been spoken by people who later used their words to destroy someone" (Draper p. 104).

"who have been made in the likeness of God"-The Greek here echoes the exact wording of Genesis 1:26 in the Greek Old Testament.

Points To Note:

1. Adam and Eve were not the first and the last to be created in the likeness of God (Genesis 5:1; Genesis 9:6). 2. Even after the fall, this likeness was still present or still possible (1 Corinthians 11:7). 3. This is one of the reasons we are not to mistreat our fellowman, for every man and woman is created in the likeness of God (Proverbs 14:31 "He who reproaches the poor reproaches his Maker"). Carefully note that James did not believe in the doctrine of total depravity. Despite his or her sins, even the sinner still retains the image of God. This is one reason why killing a man is far different than killing an animal. We know that we don"t resemble God in a physical sense (compare John 4:24 with Luke 24:39). Hence, this must be an inward image. God is an eternal spirit, and we are composed of a created spirit (Zechariah 12:1). This image would include such attributes as reason, conscience, knowledge, the power of dominion, the ability to understand and apply moral and spiritual truths, and the ability to pattern ourselves after the character of God (1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Peter 1:14). 4. But it is only through the gospel message and our obedience to it that we can fully manifest the image of God and live up to what God intended for mankind to be (Ephesians 4:23-24; Colossians 3:10). 

Verse 10
"from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way."
"from the same mouth"-Which reveals something is seriously wrong with a heart that pours out both blessings and curses. The mixture of cursing with blessing proves the unreality or insincerity of the good that is said. 

"things ought not to be this way"-"In the strongest possible Greek---only here in the New Testament…..His phrase is rather like our "It"s not right!" spoken with all the force of protesting condemnation" (Adamson pp. 146-147). In addition, how can mere humans call down any evil upon another person? God isn"t influenced or impressed by our curses. Such language is useless, pointless, profitless, ungodly and hypocritical if we claim to love God at the same time we are saying such things. Numbers 23:8 "How shall I curse, whom God has not cursed?". 

"ought not to be"-the present tense is here used, thus "these things shouldn"t keep on happening".

Verse 11
Illustrations

Let the reader be impressed with the type of illustrations which James presents to illustrate the previous point. They are very simple, easy to understand, and within the knowledge of most people. God isn"t trying to keep us from understanding His word, rather He is doing everything He can to make His communication to us easy to grasp.

"Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water?"
The above fountain would be a spring, a source of water springing forth from the ground. Many springs in the ancient world were unfit for human consumption. "travelers in the Holy Land have discovered that most of the springs on the eastern side of Judah and Benjamin are hardly fit for use; and water tasting of sulphur or salt is commonly found there" (Woods p. 177). Again we are brought back to the source of the above curses. How can such things come from a good heart? The truth is, they don"t (Matthew 15:18-19). But how we rationalize and protest that while we can say mean and hurtful things, at the same time we didn"t mean to say such things. How we claim to love those whom we abuse!

Verse 12
"Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Neither can salt water produce fresh."
Once again God selects illustrations that everyone can follow. "From the plant life James mentions three of the commonest agricultural products native to his part of the world-the fig tree, the olive, and the grapevine…..The reader can draw his own application. An inconsistent tongue is contrary to nature. It indicates something wrong with the heart, which expresses itself by the tongue. With such inconsistency even the admirable things we might express from time to time are rendered suspicious because of the contradictory uses to which our tongues are often put" (Kent p. 125-126). If we misuse our tongue, we shouldn"t be shocked when our loved ones and others fail to believe our apologies or attempts at being sincere. Jesus taught the same basic truth in Matthew 7:16.

Verse 13
The Challenge To Live Wisely

At this point it appears that James goes back to and admonishes the teacher or the person who wants to be a teacher to live up to what they believe, to practice the wisdom they are imparting to others. In addition, the connection is also that a misuse of the tongue is a proof that one is living by earthly wisdom, not divine wisdom.

"Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom".

"Who among you is wise and understanding?"-"But suppose some teacher says, "Such advice is good for those not qualified to teach; but, I do not need it, inasmuch as I am a wise and understanding man"" (Woods p. 180). James issues the challenge, who really is the wise and skillful teacher? Who really is the qualified teacher? "In an era of specialization and emphasis on methods of effective communication, it is easy to ignore James"s message. If the concentration is upon speech techniques, group dynamics, and motivational skills, the truth James was insisting upon can be overlooked" (Kent p. 128). "Which one of you is a wise and well-instructed man" (Wey). 

"Let him show by his good behavior his deeds"-"True wisdom is the ability to live a beautiful life, to put into practice what we say we believe and teach" (Draper p. 105). 

Points To Note:

1. This isn"t some abstract warning. There have always arisen individuals among the people of God who insisted that they were leadership material, and have only done harm instead of good (1 Corinthians 14:37; 3 John 1:9). 2. The truly qualified and skillful teacher is the person with the life that matches the word of God. 3. Note, every believer is expected to live a life which manifests wisdom (Ephesians 5:15). The word "good" means, praiseworthy, noble, morally good. Our conduct preaches a very loud sermon (1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Peter 1:15). 

"in the gentleness of wisdom"-"guided by a wise gentleness" (Wey); "done in humility which wisdom prompts" (Wms). "Gentleness" means, humility, courtesy, consideration toward others, the opposite of a rough, egotistical and unyielding attitude.

Points To Note:

1. The above is a very interesting expression. Here we learn that humility always accompanies true wisdom. The gentleness under consideration, "is not passivity, or weakness, but strength under control. It is the opposite of arrogance, which demands that superiority be recognized…..It is the humble recognition that even one"s superiority in some area does not need to overstep the bounds of courtesy, considerateness, and kindness….a meek and gentle attitude is certainly appropriate in any teacher" (Kent p. 130). 2. If a person is truly wise, then good works, good fruits will naturally be seen in that individual"s life. "One"s wisdom is evidenced, not by argument or assertion, but by a godly life garnished with good deeds. It is interesting to note that here, as often elsewhere in the New Testament (Matthew 20:20-28), the world"s standard and rule or measurement differs greatly from that of inspiration. We are disposed to regard men as wise as they are able to impress us with their learned oratory, or wit" (Woods p. 181). 

Verse 14
"But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth."
"But if you have"-Which infers that a Christian could fall into this trap.

"bitter jealousy"-"habour envy" (TCNT). A harsh, embittered envy and contentious rivalry. "Apparently some in James"s day were misusing their knowledge, letting it become the basis for self-glorification" (Kent p. 130). This is a zeal that has become selfish, "the person sees himself as jealous for the truth, but God and others see the bitterness, rigidity, and personal pride which are far from the truth" (Davids p. 151). Paul encountered professed Christians whose motive for teaching and preaching was to make a name for themselves (Philippians 1:15). "This pictures a spirit of harsh resentment, someone who cannot bear to see someone else succeed. Some will do anything they can to hurt or humiliate someone else who receives a degree of success" (Draper p. 106). Carefully note that selfish anger fuels envy and jealousy. Zeal which springs from impure motives can quickly degenerate into bitter jealousy.

"selfish ambition"-"party spirit" (ABUV); "spirit of rivalry" (TCNT). "denotes ambition, self-seeking rivalry, self-will being an underlying idea in the word" (Vine p. 68). (Philippians 1:17). The ambition which is out for self and nothing else, "and which is ready to intrigue and to plot and to use any means to gain its ends" (Barclay p. 107). The picture is, "canvassing, solicit support for themselves or their faction while advancing their own glory, pride, profit, pleasure, personal interest or ambition" (Adamson p. 151). Paul makes it clear that the party-spirit is an attitude which is carnal (1 Corinthians 1:10-13; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3). Woods notes, "We are not to overlook the fact that these words were penned primarily with teachers in view, whose activities afford frequent occasion for the temptations against which he warns. Teachers, preachers, writers…..are all in a position where humility is often difficult and were selfish ambition is a constant temptation" (p. 184). 

"in your heart"-This is the source (Matthew 15:18-19). The teacher who is really going to be a help to the people of God, must be the teacher who has cleansed their own heart (James 1:21; Matthew 23:26). Knowledge without the proper motives is useless (1 Corinthians 13:1-4). 

"do not be arrogant"-"do not boast in defiance of the truth…..those full of party spirit and bitter zeal ought at least to be honest and stop claiming to be inspired by God"s heavenly wisdom" (Davids p. 151). Those who try to preach the truth, but do so from wrong motives, are denying the very truth that they are proclaiming. Their arrogance was being displayed in the manner in which they were trying to put themselves forward-rather the message they were proclaiming. Selfish ambition and bitter envy are rooted in human pride. 

"so lie against the truth"-because the truth condemns arrogance, selfish ambition and envy (Galatians 5:19 ff).

Barclay makes the following observations: "We may find in this passage four characteristics of the wrong kind of teaching: 1. It is fanatical. The truth it holds is held with unbalanced violence rather than with reasoned conviction. 2. It is bitter. It regards its opponents as enemies to be annihilated rather than as friends to be persuaded. 3. It is selfishly ambitious. It is, in the end, more eager to display itself than to display the truth. 4. It is arrogant. Its whole attitude is pride in its own knowledge rather than humility in its own ignorance. The real scholar will be far more aware of what he does not know than of what he knows" (p. 108).

Verse 15
Earthly And Heavenly Wisdom 

"This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic." 

"This wisdom"-That is the wisdom that some among James"s readers were manifesting. The wisdom that included arrogance, bitter envy and selfish ambition. James makes it very clear that there is nothing Divine or godly concerning such attitudes. Paul also talks about a wisdom which isn"t godly, a wisdom of this world (1 Corinthians 1:20-21; 1 Corinthians 2:4-6; 1 Corinthians 3:19; 2 Corinthians 1:12). 

"but is earthly"-"Its standards are earthly standards; its sources are earthly sources. It measures success in worldly terms; and its aims are worldly aims" (Barclay p. 109). (Philippians 3:18-19 "…who set their minds on earthly things".) That is, a wisdom that doesn"t take into account eternal and spiritual values or truths. A wisdom that arises no higher than this physical existence, an under-the-sun view of life. "it is earth-bound" (NEB). Carefully note, when God and the truths from God are not factored into our thinking processes, we are destined to manifest a mere earthly wisdom-which is very short-sighted. "false wisdom is based upon earthly standards, earthly sources, earthly aims---and measures itself by earthly success" (Draper p. 107). Macknight says, "mere worldly policy" (p. 380). Every human philosophy is nothing more than earthly wisdom.

"natural"-unspiritual, the person who lives, acts and thinks purely at a material level of existence (1 Corinthians 2:14; Jude 1:19). Natural wisdom opposes the things of God, refuses to accept the supernatural claims in Scripture. Refuses to factor God into the solution to any problem or the answer to any question. Evolution is a classic example of "natural wisdom". Those who claim that the Bible contains myth or error, are practicing natural wisdom. The atheist is a practitioner of natural wisdom. The attitude is, "our reality is the only true reality". The same word can be translated "sensual". The type of wisdom which is often based on physical impulses and desires, rather than higher considerations. The claim that homosexuality isn"t a sin, is based on "natural wisdom", where selfish and twisted physical desires become the standard for what is true. This is the philosophy which says if I find myself wanting to do something, then what I want to do must be right. 

"demonic"-"demonic in origin" (Arndt p. 169); demonic or devil-like. The type of wisdom, rationalization and thinking practiced by the devil and his demons. Which means that the devil himself is filled with bitter envy, arrogance and selfish ambition. Whenever we start manifesting such qualities, we are acting like the devil himself. The devil tries to convince us that his path, the path of selfishness, putting yourself first, looking out only for yourself, and being completely unsatisfied unless you can have it all constitutes the way to gain happiness. This also reveals that false wisdom isn"t neutral or merely useless, rather is it positively evil and will generate more sins.

Verse 16
"For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing." 

"there is"-and not, there might be or could be. One cannot practice such earthly wisdom without harming self, loved ones and others.

"disorder"-"instability, a state of disorder, disturbance" (Thayer p. 21); "unruliness" (Arndt p. 30); "anarchy, restless disturbance" (Alford p. 1614). This would include disorder in the home, in a marriage and in the congregation. "There is a kind of person who is undoubtedly clever; he has an acute brain and a skilful tongue; but his effect in any committee, in any Church, in any group, is to cause trouble, to drive people apart, to foment strife, to make trouble" (Barclay p. 110). (1 Corinthians 14:33; 2 Corinthians 12:20). 

"and every evil thing"-that"s quite an assertion! Every worthless, vile, wicked, base and good-for-nothing thing. The wisdom from above is full of good fruits, the wisdom of this world is full of trouble and evil. "disharmony and all other kinds of evil" (Phi). "All sorts of confusion, from public squabbles in the church to personal tensions and frustrations, are sure to result when Christians employ earthly wisdom" (Kent p. 134). Such verses cry out for a complete dependence upon God and His truth. For apart from such things, human wisdom can very quickly degenerate into jealousy, personal ambition…and human leadership can very quickly become tainted by human pride. God seems to be telling us here that the damage done by earthly wisdom is immeasurable, it just never has a stopping point concerning the evil and harm that it can generate. "Such an attitude…leads to every conceivable kind of evil: immorality, dishonestly, discord. Nothing good can grow in such an atmosphere as that" (Draper p. 107). 

Point To Note:

Before we move on, let us seriously reflect upon the above verses. Do such things characterize our lives? What about our relationships with other people and especially our brethren? What about our marriage? If our human relationships are always in turmoil, something is seriously wrong. Too many professed Christians are trying to live by earthly wisdom---and this is seen in marital conflicts and strife in too many local congregations. But God never simply leaves us with the negative, hence the next section. 

Verse 17
"But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy".

"But the wisdom from above"-Such wisdom cannot be found outside of a relationship with God. People try to be all the following things without God, but all such attempts will end in failure (Jeremiah 10:23).

"is"-God doesn"t beat around the bush. This is what it is, this is what such wisdom looks like in daily life. This is the wisdom that God gives to those who faithfully serve and ask Him (James 1:5; James 1:17). A healthy respect for God is the first step in acquiring this wisdom (Proverbs 9:10; Proverbs 15:33; Psalms 111:10).

"first pure"-"first"-first in rank and time, "first essentially" (Vincent p. 754). Purity of heart, sincerity, a good and honest heart is a foundation stone for this wisdom (Luke 8:15). The insincere, the doubters and the manipulators can"t gain this wisdom, until they change their motives. "Pure"-Barclay says that the word pure in Greek meant, "pure enough to approach the gods"---"The true wisdom is the wisdom which is so cleansed of all ulterior motives, so cleansed of self….The true wisdom is able to bear the very scrutiny of God" (p. 111). This wisdom doesn"t argue that the end justifies the means or "whatever it takes to get the job done". This wisdom is concerned with motives, with integrity and honesty. This is the person who wants God to inspect every aspect of their lives (John 3:21; Psalms 139:23-24 "Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful way in me"; 2 Corinthians 7:1.

"peaceable"-"loving peace" (Thayer p. 183). Here is the exact opposite of self ambition which so often results in strife. This is the wisdom which attempts to settle disputes rather than provoke them. Barclay notes, "The true wisdom is the wisdom which produces right relationships. There is a kind of clever and arrogant wisdom which separates man from man, and which makes a man look with superior contempt on his fellow-men. There is a kind of cruel wisdom which takes a delight in hurting others with clever, but cutting words" (p. 111). This isn"t peace at the expense of the truth, but it is the person who works hard at reconciling men with men and man with God. This wisdom will sacrifice pride, fame, and other worldly considerations for such peace. This person is big enough to admit when they are wrong and ask for forgiveness (Colossians 3:15; Ephesians 4:3; Philippians 4:7; Romans 12:18 "so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men").

"gentle"-"equitable, fair, mild" (Thayer p. 238), "sweet reasonableness" (Matthew Arnold). The same word is rendered forbearance (Philippians 4:5). People who listen to reason, those who don"t insist upon their rights, the person who is willing to forgive, rather than rigid and exacting in his relations with others. "being considerate of others and making allowance for their feelings, weaknesses, and needs. Such qualities as being equitable, fair, reasonable, and forbearing" (Kent p. 135). Which means that the truly wise man does not get angry, combative, or defensive even under provocation. Woods notes, "Some assume they are strong in argument only if they are violent in argument" (p. 193). This wisdom believes the truth and stands for the truth, but it does so with patience, reason, and fairness. Godly wisdom is careful to properly represent those who have opposing views, and to take the time to really understand what the other person is saying.

"reasonable"-"ready to obey" (Vine p. 269); "approachable" (Robertson p. 47). The truly wise teacher, must himself be teachable (Proverbs 9:8-9). "in the sense of not being stubborn, and of being willing to listen to reason and to appeal…The true wisdom is not rigid and austere and beyond all appeal. It is willing to listen, willing to be persuaded, skilled in knowing when to wisely yield" (Barclay pp. 112-113). This is also the person who is easy to talk to, who will intently listen to what you are saying. "does not indicate a person without convictions who agrees with everyone and sways with the wind (1:5-8; Ephesians 4:14), but the person who gladly submits to true teaching and listens carefully to the other instead of attacking him" (Davids p. 154). "It is a poor teacher who does not learn from his pupils" (Roberts p. 147). 

"full of mercy and good fruits"-"rich in compassion and good deeds" (TCNT); "kind actions" (Wey). "Full of"-not just a few or some. This is mercy and good fruits demonstrated on a consistent basis. "Mercy"-mercy which issues in practical help. Unfortunately, it is so easy to see someone in need and then say, "Well, I bet it was their own fault". It is so easy to find a reason for not helping people, that we end up sinning by failing to do something (James 1:27; James 2:13; Luke 10:37). 

"good fruits"-This passage clearly contradicts those who would argue that Christianity is the cause of many of the world"s problems. Real wisdom is a merciful wisdom. True wisdom is not found in the attitude, "What is the least that I have to do to end up saved". This type of wisdom doesn"t resent responsibilities, and neither does it have the attitude, "Let someone else do that". Christians are to be people who manifest a life full of good works (Ephesians 2:10; Titus 3:1; 14).

"unwavering"-"without uncertainty" (Thayer p. 11); "unhesitating, not doubting, this wisdom does not put a premium on doubt" (Robertson p. 47). A wisdom that concerning the truth is unwavering and uncompromising. In contrast, the wisdom of the world often believes in an ethic which is situational and would consider it foolish to sacrifice self-advancement for the sake of principle. Barclay hits the nail on the head when he notes, "There are those who think that it is clever never to make one"s mind up about anything" (p. 113). God isn"t impressed with the skeptic. "Here the word seems to mean "not vacillating", "not acting one way in one circumstance and another in a different one"" (Roberts p. 148). Godly wisdom is single-minded, it is focused on serving God. "Those thus directed follow a compass which is not deflected by worldly acclaim or selfish interests, nor by current views announced by favorite preachers" (Woods p. 195).

"without hypocrisy"-"unfeigned, undisguised" (Thayer p. 52). The Bible often exhorts and commends a sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 1:5) and love (Romans 12:9; 1 Peter 1:22). This wisdom doesn"t play-act. "It does not deal in deception….It is not the wisdom which is clever at putting on disguises and concealing its real aims and motives" (Barclay p. 114). This wisdom doesn"t pretend. This wisdom is straightforward, the person manifesting this wisdom doesn"t put on an act. While intrigue, scheming and plotting are essential elements of human wisdom, the wisdom from above is offended by such tactics.

Verse 18
"And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace". 

"the seed whose fruit is righteousness"-the seed that produces righteousness. The fruit which consists of righteousness includes the wonderful qualities mentioned in the previous verse. "Righteousness" is integrity, virtue, purity of life, uprightness, the condition of being in a right relationship with God. Definite fruit or fruits are seen in the life of someone who is truly righteous (Philippians 1:11; Hebrews 12:11). 

"the seed"-We have access to this seed! The seed which can produce righteousness in the lives of individuals is the Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Therefore, righteous fruit can arise out of any family or congregation, when people in that relationship take the Word of God to heart. 

"is sown"-This seed must be sown! The qualities in don"t just happen or naturally arise. Such wonderful traits must be taught and nurtured. 

"in peace"-Teaching or preaching the truth from impure motives won"t bring about righteousness in your life. "betokening the spirit and mode in which the sowing takes place, as opposed to "where envy and rivalry are"" (Alford p. 1614). Too many professed Christians try to cultivate righteousness, while at the same time of insisting upon remaining selfish in their motivation. Too often people follow the Bible from the motive of looking for an instant reward. 

"by those who make peace"-"by peacemakers" (Gspd); "by those who work for peace" (TCNT).

Points To Note:

1. Again we are brought back to motive. The best personal worker, the best teacher will be the individual who is intent upon bringing men and women into a peaceful relationship with God and with each other. The person who wants others to enjoy the quality relationship with God and their brethren that they are presently experiencing. 2. Jesus praised the peace-makers (Matthew 5:9). 3. Righteousness can really only be sown by those who are presently practicing it. This isn"t theoretical righteousness, but the real thing, in practice. 4. Many passages stress the idea of making peace (Romans 12:18; Romans 14:19; Colossians 3:15; 2 Timothy 2:22; Hebrews 12:14; 1 Peter 3:11). 5. The wisdom of this world cannot achieve such peace (Romans 3:17). 6. Peace is a reward for those who actively pursue what is good (Romans 2:10). 

04 Chapter 4 
Introduction
1. Outline: 

1. The Real Cause Of Their Problems: 

2. Friendship With The World: 

3. Genuine Repentance: 

4. Sobering Thoughts: 

5. Trust verses Arrogance: 

1. Introductory Comments: 

In this chapter we find the disastrous consequences involved in following the wrong kind of wisdom. We cannot think like the world and yet not act like the world or avoid the type of problems which plague those in the world. In addition, we cannot think like the world and avoid problems in the local congregation.

"James is here setting before his people a basic question-----Whether is your aim in life to submit to the will of God, or to gratify your own desires for the pleasures of this world? And his warning is that, if pleasure is the policy of life, then nothing but strife and hatred and division can possibly follow" (Barclay p. 115). 

"What we do results from what we are. Characteristics flow from character. Human actions are the product of the ruling principles that guide us. It is not true that we sometimes "act without thinking". Every action is the result of a decision. It may be a hasty decision or one prompted more by emotion than by reason, but in every case the mind has had a choice, which has then been pursued. James has been describing these ruling principles as "wisdom" ()…….As Christians today assess their lives, there are some questions to be asked that may help identify the ruling principle behind their actions. What activities do we tend to emphasize? What matters upset us most easily? When crisis comes, what factors take precedence? In unpleasant situations, does our personal contribution tend to pacify or to cause strife?" (Kent pp. 139-140). 

Unfortunately, some people read the following chapter and conclude that since these Christians had some big problems, we can persist in our own sins. Or, since various Christians in the First Century were worldly-minded, we can remain worldly-minded. Such a view of these and other passages fails to realize that God was expecting such individuals to repent or else ().

Verse 1
"What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?"
"What is the source"-"from what source, brought about or given by whom, born of whom" (Arndt p. 680). What a great question! "James is not content to concentrate on the strife; he compels his readers to think about the cause" (Kent p. 141).

Point To Note:

How often we fail to even ask such a question. We tend to become so focused on the strife, or some side issue, such as, "I"ve been under a lot of pressure lately, things are stressful at work, the children have really been a handful, my mate has been unsupportive, or, they just make me so mad". Draper notes, "If our homes are not running smoothly, it is easier for the husband to blame the wife or the wife too blame the husband, but the source of conflict is within us. It is our spirit, our attitude. It is….selfishness within us that wants to be pleased and pampered. We must face the truth" (p. 112).

"quarrels"-"Where do the conflicts, where do the wrangles come from" (Mof); "What is the cause of the fighting and quarreling that goes on among you" (TCNT). "Strife, conflict, quarrel" (Arndt p. 685). Notice, James is not talking about war between nations (even though the principle is often the same), or strife in the non-Christian community, rather, he is talking about strife and infighting among Christians!

"conflicts"-contention, strife, disputes (2 Corinthians 7:5; 2 Timothy 2:23; Titus 3:9).

"among you"-which makes it clear that James isn"t talking about conflicts among non-Christians, but the conflicts that were taking place among professed Christians. "James is thus depicting situations in which occasions of disagreement result in continuing hostility, even after the battle is over. Armed camps develop, and true peace is not achieved" (Kent p. 141). "James refers to long drawn-out resentment, and a spirit of bitterness and anger toward others……across America today there is as much conflict within the church as there is outside it. That is why Christianity limps along and why there are such sad caricatures of Christians. A godless world looks in and sees nothing different than what they see outside" (Draper p. 111).

"Is not the source"-"The community conflicts come not from a passion for truth or godly wisdom" (Davids p. 156). 

"your pleasures"-"desire for pleasures" (Thayer p. 276); "evil pleasure, lust" (Arndt p. 344); "sensual pleasures" (Vincent p. 755). "The Greek word translated "evil desires" is the world from which we get "hedonism", which means an unbridled search for pleasure. This philosophy is based on what pleases me" (Draper p. 111). "James uses the word to describe the sinful desire for satisfaction, which is self-seeking and causes those who yield to it to wrangle with one another in order to get their own way" (Kent p. 141). (Luke 8:14; Titus 3:3; James 4:3; 2 Peter 2:13). 

"that wage war in your members?"-"It is not to be found in the desires which are always at war within you" (TCNT). The word "members" in the above verse doesn"t refer to the members of the congregation, but rather, the members of our body. "Every conflict we have begins with us: in our bodies, in our minds, in our emotions….Why does such a spirit create dissension? Because we can please ourselves only at another"s expense. Every part of life is a battleground. There is a war taking place for our minds right now. There is a battle raging for our emotions every day. There is a battle raging for our strengths and our energies, for our dreams and our visions. Our bodies are battlefields. Pleasure-seeking destroys our love for spiritual things. We may still keep on doing them, but we do them out of duty and not love….When we love Jesus, the easiest and most joyful thing in the world is to serve him and obey him. But when the goal of our lives is obtaining selfish pleasures, our obedience becomes simply a disagreeable duty" (Draper pp. 111-112) (See Colossians 3:5; Romans 6:13; Romans 6:19; 1 Peter 2:11; 1 Corinthians 3:3). 

Verse 2
"You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask."
"You lust and do not have"-present tense, "to lust after, covet" (Thayer p. 238). Notice the words, "and do not have": "When men live merely to satisfy their desires, they never realize their goal. He who lives for the satisfaction of his pleasures and desires will always "have not". The more he gets the more unsatisfied he will be" (Roberts p. 153).

"so you commit murder"-While the literal taking of life is often the result of lust (2 Samuel 11:1 and following; 2 Kings 21:2-4). Murder in this passage is probably being used in a figurative sense (Matthew 5:22; 1 John 3:15). Surely, the Roman government would have intervened if these Christians had been actually killing people. A powerful point is that the same selfish desires which move us to lash out at our brethren in words, are the same desires that move others to actually kill. In addition, the tense is present, the "murdering" they were doing was ongoing. Barclay notes concerning such selfish desires, "It sets men at each other"s throats…..When all men are striving, each one to possess all for himself the same thing, life inevitably becomes a competitive arena. Men trample each other down in the rush to grasp the same things. Men will do anything to eliminate a rival for the thing or for the person they are on fire to possess" (p. 117). Selfish and sinful anger is going to be one of the consequences when we are bent on pleasing ourselves. When we are selfish we will develop a hatred for those who stand in the path to our goals, we will destroy the reputations of others by gossiping and so on.

"And you are envious"-"Envious"-"to be heated or to boil, with envy, hatred, anger" (Thayer p. 271); "to be jealous, to burn with jealousy" (Vine p. 273); "to hotly desire to possess" (Robertson p. 49). 

"and cannot obtain"-"yet cannot gain your end" (TCNT). Draper notes, "What a graphic picture of frustration!…..There has never been one time when Satan has ever delivered what he promised. There has never been one time when a man received satisfaction and happiness from living in rebellion against God. Not once! Be we don"t believe it. Somehow we think we are the exception….There are many who think God is the super killjoy, the original wet blanket. They think he doesn"t want anybody to have fun or to be happy. How wrong they are" (p. 113). 

Point To Note:

Be impressed that selfishness cannot lead to happiness. Here are people who longed to possess certain things, but they could never obtain that for which they were longing. Jealousy, hatred, lust, greed and so on can never bring a person to a state of contentment, satisfaction, fulfillment and happiness (Ecclesiastes 2:11; Ecclesiastes 5:10). 

"so you fight and quarrel"-Both words are in the continuous tense, "go on fighting and warring". Note how selfishness and self-seeking generate a vicious cycle of misery and frustration. "We don"t get happy because we try to be happy" (Draper p. 114). Some of us blame others or circumstances as being the source of our unhappiness. But the truth is that we are often frustrated because we are being selfish. Instead of compliance to the will of God as being the goal in our lives (2 Corinthians 5:9), the goal has rather become, our own personal and immediate happiness. The above verse should remind us that the heart of too many issues in the Church isn"t doctrine, but rather human selfishness.

"You do not have because you do not ask"-What happens to our prayer-life when we are placing ourselves first? "The craving for pleasure in the end shuts the door of prayer….The true end of prayer is to say to God, "Thy will be done". The prayer of the man who is pleasure-dominated is: "My desires be satisfied"" (Barclay p. 118). When we are selfish, prayer is viewed as a weak, useless and silly practice. Rather, we turn to worldly ways of getting what we want, threats, manipulation, scheming, plotting, etc.. 

Verse 3
"You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures."
"You ask and do not receive"-"Some of us might say, "Now wait a minute. I asked God for something and didn"t get it. I did everything he told me to and I didn"t feel anything. It didn"t work…..there is a very fine line between wanting God to get the glory for a victory and just wanting the victory" (Draper pp. 114-115). One temptation is to turn to selfishness when it appears to us that our prayers are not being answered. The person with little faith will then be tempted to turn to the wisdom of this world. 

"because you ask with wrong motives"-As in every other area of our lives, the wrong motive void all our efforts (1 Corinthians 13:1-4). At this point everyone of us should ask ourselves, "Why do we pray?" "What are we trying to accomplish by praying?" "What motivates us to pray?" Woods notes, "If we are disposed to be shocked by the suggestion that men may be lustful, covetous, murderers (at heart) and constant wranglers and, at the same time, be given to prayer, we need only to recall that it is not unusual for men to invoke the blessings of God upon them, though engaged in the most high-handed wickedness" (p. 204) (Matthew 23:1-39). Prayer isn"t a magical way to get what we want and neither is it a short-cut, whereby we can avoid effort and work. In addition, those praying to God must have faith (James 1:5 ff); be interested in the will of God, more than their own will (1 John 5:14), and people who believe in His will to the point that they are practicing it (Proverbs 28:9).

"so that"-Here is the reason why some of these Christians were praying.

"you may spend it on your pleasures"-"your object being to waste on your pleasures what you acquire" (Wey). "Although they were more subtle than to pray outright for evil things, they may have asked for such things as money so as to spend it unworthily" (Kent p. 144). "Spend"-"to waste, squander, consume" (Thayer p. 125); "spend freely, with the connotation of wastefulness" (Arndt p. 171). "Whether, therefore, God grants a petition for health, wealth, the ability to serve, depends on the motive which prompts such a petition. It is possible for one to pray for ability to serve others when the chief reason for the desire is not the welfare of man, but lust for power, fame, notoriety, etc" (Woods p. 206).

Point To Note:

James is not teaching that it is wrong to pray for things which affect yourself, such as good health, children, or material prosperity. But what is your true motive behind such prayers? Draper notes, "our lack of satisfaction goes back to one thing: we will either please ourselves or we will please God. We have one ultimate choice: we are going to live for ourselves, trying to satisfy every desire, greed and passion in our lives, or will we live for God?" (p. 115). 

Verse 4
"You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God."
"You adulteresses"-"Unfaithful people!" (TCNT). Unfaithfulness to God is viewed as spiritual adultery, spiritual fornication (Ezekiel 16:15; Ezekiel 23:43). In both the O.T. and N.T., the people of God are pictured as God"s bride (Jeremiah 3:14; Jeremiah 3:20; Jeremiah 31:32). Christians need to remember that we are married to Christ! (Romans 7:4; 2 Corinthians 11:2 "for I betrothed you to one husband"). See the following passages (Jeremiah 3:1; Jeremiah 3:8-9; Ezekiel 23:4-7; Hosea 3:1; Matthew 12:39; Mark 8:38; Matthew 16:4; Revelation 2:22). Unfaithfulness is breaking your marriage vow to God.

Points To Note:

1. How we downplay and excuse our own sins! "You are like an unfaithful wife who loves her husband"s enemies….we are not just sinning against law, but against love. It is one thing to break the law and another thing to break the heart of someone who loves you….How do you suppose God feels when we, who have been redeemed by his love, treat him with rebellion and ingratitude?" (p. 118). 2. How would you feel if your husband or wife had an affair with someone who was clearly your enemy? This is exactly what we are doing when we become unfaithful. 

"do you not know"-The audience addressed did know better, but how often do we live far below what we know and believe?

"friendship with the world is hostility toward God?"-Our unfaithfulness and sins are not violations of some abstract or impersonal law. God takes our sins very personally! "Thus James is viewing worldliness not just as the violation of a list of taboos but as an attitude of unfaithfulness to God" (Kent p. 145). Notice the word "hostility", to love the attitudes and ways of a society which is in rebellion to God, is automatically hatred towards the attitudes and ways of God. You just can"t claim to love God and participate in sin at the same time (Matthew 6:24; 1 John 2:15). It"s like you can"t be having an affair and yet claim to love your mate at the same time.

Point To Note:

But we are tempted to think that "friendship with the world" only happens when we are living just as sinfully as the world. Friendship with the world also involves simply giving our consent to what the world is doing (Romans 1:32). "We may not necessarily do the things of the world, but we accept what they do and have become comfortable with it" (Draper p. 119). Friendship with the world also involves simply becoming so comfortable with the world that we are no longer offended by worldly attitudes, speech, dress or actions.

"therefore whoever"-This applies to everyone. James didn"t have the attitude that a faithful Christian could never fall (1 Corinthians 10:12).

"wishes to be"-People don"t accidentally end up in sin. And Christians just don"t fall away by accident. Friendship with the world demands a deliberate will and wish (1 Timothy 6:9 "those who want to get rich"). Once again we see that sin begins with a selfish and unhealthy desire (1:14). I start envying people in the world, I start thinking that true happiness is found in the world, I start convincing myself that people in the world are much happier than Christians, and so on. And then there are members, who will not openly rebel against God, and they will keep on coming week after week to services, but who inwardly wish that they could do what people in the world are doing. God knows the heart! (Hebrews 4:12-13).

"makes himself"-People are not predestined to be the enemies of God. Rather, the person who chooses the world instead of God has established himself as God"s enemy.

"an enemy of God"-one who is hateful towards God, one of God"s adversaries. Friendship with the world places you in the alliance which includes the devil (Matthew 13:39). And this is a battle that you can"t win. We already know the final score for this battle (Revelation 20:10). 

Point To Note:

What a tragedy for one created in the image of God to become God"s enemy! What a waste! What a failure! Draper notes, "Many of us know what Simon Peter went through when he cursed and said, "I don"t know Christ". Too few of us know what he went through when he went out and wept bitterly and repented" (p. 120). 

Verse 5
"Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: "He jealousy desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"?"
"the Scripture speaks to no purpose"-"do you consider this an idle word of Scripture?" (Mof). The word Scripture can at times mean more than one Scripture (1 Timothy 5:18), or Scripture as a whole (John 2:22; John 7:38). "James meant that the gist of the Old Testament teaching supports this concept, just as persons may say today, "The Bible says"…without intending to refer to a particular chapter and verse" (Kent p. 146). The idea that God will brook no rival and that He demands our complete devotion is found in many Old Testament passages (Exodus 20:5; Exodus 34:14; Deuteronomy 6:15; Deuteronomy 32:19-21).

Point To Note:

But there are many people, even religious people who would argue that the Scriptures really do speak to no purpose. That is, that God will change His mind and will simply save everyone, or that hell doesn"t really exist, or God will save people outside of Christ and that Jesus isn"t the only way. The above argument, which is made by James cannot be made by those who argue that time and culture have made irrelevant many of the teachings found in Scripture.

"He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"-The Spirit here could be either the Holy Spirit or our own spirit. Remember the word rendered spirit was given a large "S" or a small "s" by the translators. While the ASV and NASV has "Spirit" the King James translators thought that the human spirit was under consideration, hence the rendering "spirit". 

Points To Note:

1. I don"t think that it makes any sense to interpret the above passage as saying that God jealously yearns for the Holy Spirit. 2. It would be correct to say that the Holy Spirit yearns for our loyalty and devotion. But it makes the most sense to me that the Holy Spirit is included in the "He" of the above passage. That Deity as a whole (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) jealously yearn for the complete devotion of our spirits, that we would love God with our entire being. This truth is taught in many other Scriptures, in fact, it is the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37 "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind"). God will not take second place in our lives (Matthew 6:33). And God won"t share our devotion with someone or something else (Matthew 6:24). There isn"t any gray area here. God either is our primary object of worship-or we are His enemy (Matthew 12:30). "God….who will brook no rival in the human heart, and that He must receive from us a love which is beyond all earthly devotion" (Barclay p. 123). 3. This verse also includes a great comforting truth, that is, God really yearns for our devotion. Our devotion, our love really means something to God! Why do we insist on putting all our devotion into things and people which fail to reciprocate and appreciate such love? "It is a great encouragement to know that God is interested in everything we think, everything we do, everything that captures our imaginations, every word that we speak, every thought that comes into our minds" (Draper p. 121). 

Verse 6
"But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble"".

"But he gives a greater grace"-"Whatever God demands of us, he provides the means by which we can produce it. Whatever demands of purity and holiness and whatever pressures the world may place upon us, James declares that God will give us enough grace for each moment" (Draper p. 122). This task of resisting temptation and opposing the influences of the world is far from a hopeless assignment. More than enough grace is available to every Christian to match the attractions and allurements of the world. Neither has God left us at the mercy of the devil. 

Points To Note:

1. This grace isn"t irresistible for one must humble themselves to receive it. This grace doesn"t overpower us, rather, we cooperate with it, humbly accept it. 2. This grace is manifested in a variety of ways: A. The grace of God monitors every temptation and ensures that we are never tempted beyond our abilities (1 Corinthians 10:13). B. This grace is manifested in the gospel message, a message that is far more winsome, persuasive and appealing to the humble than anything the world can offer. C. This grace is seen in God"s forgiveness extended to the Christian who is willing to humble themselves and acknowledge their sins. "There is still an even greater graciousness of God. If one will simply humble oneself, God will extend his grace and mercy. This verse, then, is a solid basis on which to build an emphatic call to repentance, which James proceeds to do" (Davids pp. 164-165). Therefore, the Christian is never justified in giving up or giving into depression or an attitude which says, "it"s no use". Grace can even forgive the Christian who has become a friend of the world, if that Christian will humble themselves. Grace can more than match any sin which we can commit---as long as we are willing to repent (Romans 5:20 "but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more"). 

"Therefore it says"-Quotation from Proverbs 3:34
"God is opposed to the proud"-"Opposed"-a military term, which means to range in battle against, to set oneself against, to resist (1 Peter 5:5). "God is against those who conceitedly show themselves above others. God accepts the challenge and arrays himself in battle against them" (Woods p. 222). 

Point To Note:

This statement does bring up the question as to why God is so opposed to people who are arrogant: Barclay notes, "What then is this destructive pride?…This pride shuts itself off from God for three reasons. (1) It does not know its own need. It so admires itself that it recognizes no need to be supplied. It walks in proud self-sufficiency. (2) It cherishes its own independence. It will be beholden to no man; it will not even be beholden to God. It will admit dependence on nothing and on no one, human or divine. (3) It does not recognize its own sin. It is occupied with thinking of its own goodness, and it never realizes that it has any sin from which it needs to be saved" (p. 124)

"but gives grace"-that is the grace just mentioned, this greater grace!

"to the humble"-This verse admits that a lack of humility can be a problem among some Christians. Pride can even keep professed Christians from receiving the grace of God.

Points To Note:

1. Which brings up another question, why is remaining faithful viewed as such a hardship by some professed Christians? This verse provides one of the answers. Too many Christians are trying to live the Christian life by their own sheer stubbornness and determination. A good number of professed Christians are trying to be Christians without really placing any dependence upon God. How many approach services, studying with others, resisting temptation, with the attitude, "Well I"m going to keep on doing this unpleasant task, even if it kills me. I don"t really enjoy services, I don"t like talking to people, I really would rather not study the Bible, but I"m just going to force myself to do those things". 2. The key here is humility, an utter dependence upon God a realization of our own short-comings, a complete surrender to His will, a full acknowledgment of His power (Galatians 2:20). 3. The humble realize that everything doesn"t depend on them. God can work through providential means, the gospel message is extremely powerful (Romans 1:16), and the God whom they serve hears and answers their prayers (James 1:5). How many of us get up in the morning and face the day, without praying first? Is our attitude one of proud self-sufficiency? "I know what I am doing, I"ve done my homework, I don"t need God"s help today"? Christians with that attitude end up failing, sinning and struggling. Tomorrow, before you encounter the day, pray. Let God know what you are facing, what tasks lie ahead, what fears and worries are in your mind, and ask for His help and wisdom. Grace doesn"t mean that we don"t have to work, but it means that now we are working from a different perspective, with greater confidence, not in ourselves, but in God (Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me"). 

Verse 7
"Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you".

"Submit therefore"-In view of the grace available to the humble child of God, submission to God makes all the sense in the world. "Submit"-another military term which means to rank oneself under, to obey, to subject oneself. The aorist tense denotes a sense of urgency and a call to do it and do it now. This submission involves our whole being including our minds and thoughts (Romans 8:7). "Submit…involves more than "obey", although it obviously includes obedience. It indicates the surrender of the will to the leadership of another" (Kent p. 149). In the context, submission to God involves the acknowledgment that the world doesn"t have the answers, the world can"t provide for our true needs and the world is wrong.

"Resist the devil"-"Resist"-"to set oneself against, to withstand, oppose" (Thayer p. 45) (1 Peter 5:9; Ephesians 6:13). Note that the devil is a real being who can be resisted. But we can"t resist the devil on our own (Romans 3:23). The verse suggests the devil can be resisted only when we completely place ourselves under God"s authority. A half-hearted devotion to God won"t stand up under the devil"s attacks. "Most of us flirt with temptation and court evil, then wonder why we have problems" (Draper p. 125). This demands a decision, a willingness to commit ourselves completely to God, a willingness to put all our eggs in one basket, to depend entirely upon God for our well-being. Resisting the devil and submitting to God demands that we get off the fence (1 Kings 18:21).

Points To Note:

1. "The Christian is not here instructed to go out and attack the devil by looking for new ways to lure him into combat. It is assumed, rather, that the devil will do the attacking" (Kent p. 149) (1 Peter 5:8 "prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour"). 2. The reason that we yield to temptation is not the devil, but rather our own failure to trust God. The devil doesn"t put the desire to do evil in our hearts (James 1:13), rather he only throws out the lure, and when we allow ourselves to become selfish, when we allow ourselves to mistrust and question God, then such lures start to look appealing. 

"and he will flee from you"-The devil isn"t all-powerful and neither can he simply overwhelm us. We cannot say, "The devil made me do it". "Man must resist (stand against) Satan, or be taken captive by him. There can be no armistice, no terms of amnesty offered…..It is important to observe that we resist Satan only by a total rejection of his efforts. One who yields, even in the slightest degree, takes a step that may eventually lead to complete surrender" (Woods pp. 224-225). While the devil "flees" he also comes back from time to time (Luke 4:13). The word "flee" also suggests that the devil simply doesn"t have the stomach for the Christian who is completely depending upon God. 

Verse 8
"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded."
"Draw near to God"-"come near, approach" (Thayer p. 164). Be impressed that one can be a professed Christian and yet be far from God. James isn"t admonishing non-Christians, but rather Christians to draw near to God. One can be a Christian and yet not be close to God. We have already been told how to draw near to God, that is by humbling ourselves, and placing our selves completely under His authority. Some people try to draw near to God by attending more often, reading the bible more often, etc…., but they do all these important things without giving God their heart. Increased study and prayer will be to no avail if we continue to trust in ourselves.

"He will draw near to you"-Fellowship and intimacy with God are conditional. God wants to draw near to us! God wants a close relationship with us! "We couldn"t possibly want to be close to God as much as he wants to be close to us. We couldn"t possibly want to love God as much as he loves us" (Draper p. 125). What a thought! Knowing that when we draw near to God, God is drawing near to us, and God wants and earnestly desires our love and dedication. God can be approached by imperfect people, and God draws near to sinners who willing to humble themselves.

"Cleanse your hands"-a figurative expression which means to cleanse yourselves (Isaiah 1:15; Psalms 24:4; 1 Timothy 2:8). "Hands is an appropriate metaphor for outward activity, just as hearts in the next clause…refers to inward thoughts and attitudes" (Kent p. 150).

"you sinners"-The Christian who is a friend of the world is a sinner. Such a friendship can and does affect our relationship with God. Note, James has a tremendous amount of love for these brethren, but there at times when love must speak plainly. "It is noteworthy that the more common "brethren" by which James usually addressed his readers, gives way to this sharp term of reproach in this instance. This was doubtless done to impress them with the seriousness of the situation, and to shock them into action to remedy it" (Woods p. 230). 

"purify your hearts"-Without the purification of the heart, cleaning up the outward actions is vain. But how many of us when we repent, simply cleanse the hands? How many of us think that simply stopping the outward sin is an adequate level of repentance? And notice that we have the obligation to clean up our own hearts, for in the end, I"m the only one who can really change my attitudes and motives (2 Corinthians 7:1; Romans 12:1). Look at the hope found in this verse! The heart can be purified, the mind can be changed, and attitudes can shift! A bad attitude, a selfish disposition isn"t set in stone---we can change if we want to. "Christianity is not just a way of putting on an act or a front; it is a matter of the heart" (Draper p. 126). True conversion, real change, is a real possibility.

"you double-minded"-"divided in interest" (Thayer p. 153). The person who can"t seem to make up their mind. Someone wavering between two opinions. "A man who cleanses the outside and leaves the inside impure is a double-minded man" (Draper p. 126). The person who tries to get the best-for self out of the world and the best-for self out of Christianity at the same time. The friend of the world can be simply a person who has compromised, someone wavering between God and the world. The person who loves God, but not completely, they have some trust in God, but not fully, they don"t like some things in the world, but they don"t abhor every evil in the world. They see the value of Christianity, but they still want to flirt with sin.

Verse 9
"Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom."
"Be miserable"-Notice the word "be". This must be a voluntary mourning. True repentance, in the end can"t be forced. "Miserable"-"be wretched" (Arndt p. 803); "mental wretchedness brought about by the realization of their sinful condition" (Roberts p. 168)

"and mourn"-to mourn over their own selfishness and unfaithfulness (Matthew 5:4; 1 Corinthians 5:2; 2 Corinthians 12:21).

"and weep"-Such repentance must be more than just mental or theoretical. "It describes the sense of wretchedness and misery that sinning should produce in the lives of those who have been redeemed….It is obvious that James is calling for genuine repentance, not some casual apology or mild expression of regret" (Kent pp. 150-151). How many of us have truly grieved over our sins? (Matthew 26:75 "he went out, and wept bitterly"; "Luke 7:38). Why is it that we can grieve over the loss of a job, promotion, lost love and so many other things, but we can"t grieve over our own selfishness?

"let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy into gloom"
Points To Note:

1. James isn"t arguing for a gloomy view of life, but there are times when laughter is inappropriate (Ecclesiastes 7:3; Ecclesiastes 3:3-4). We can be tempted to make light of our sins. 2. God wants us to be filled with joy (1 Thessalonians 5:16), but how can we be joyful, how can we laugh when there is sin in our lives? How can we make merry as long as we are being a friend of the world? How can we be happy as long as our hearts are not pure? 

Verse 10
"Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you."
"Humble yourselves"-Once again, we must cooperate with the will of God. We make the final decision whether or not we will be humbled. "The use of the aorist tense shows that he means a definite act, a decisive and full self-surrender" (Roberts p. 170). This humbling of self involves resisting the devil, drawing near to God, forsaking sinful deeds and thoughts, acknowledging the evil of our ways with serious reflection and appropriate grief. But how many people will say, "I know I am being selfish, I know that I am a sinner, I know that I am without excuse", but at the same time refuse to give up what is wrong? In the context we truly haven"t humbled ourselves in the presence of God until we have abandoned our favorite sinful practices and attitudes.

"in the presence of the Lord"-Which should remind us that confessing our misdeeds to others doesn"t make up for confessing them to God. True repentance involves more than just crying on another person"s shoulder. Until we have admitted our sin to God, we still aren"t where we need to be.

"and He will exalt you"-"to raise to dignity, honor, and happiness" (Thayer p. 647). Jesus used this same expression on various occasions (Matthew 23:12). "that He may exalt you in due time " (1 Peter 5:6). This exaltation doesn"t mean that God will bring material wealth to all the faithful. "When a man gets elected to a political office, a few years pass, later he is defeated. He is elevated, then cast down. A man is a hero and then he is forgotten. But God elevates to eternal rewards" (Draper p. 128). "The immediate attractions of the world must not be allowed to blind us to the prospect of God"s far-greater compensation" (Kent p. 152). (Romans 8:18)

Verse 11
The next two sections () and (4:13-17) are related to what has been previously said. What is commonly known as worldliness or being a friend of the world includes much more than what we typically place in that category. Kent notes, "In the next section (4:11-17), James continues to set forth instances, some of them seemingly innocent on the surface, that are nevertheless just as worldly and therefore harmful as the more popularly identified taboos. He talks about a critical spirit, which reflects itself in continually criticizing one"s fellows. He writes about the making of plans that may appear to be reasonable and prudent but are actually worldly if God is ignored and unaided human wisdom is all that is employed" (p. 156).

"Do not speak against one another, brethren. He who speaks against a brother, or judges his brother, speaks against the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it."
"Do not speak against one another"-"Do not malign one another" (Ber). "The command in Greek means "stop speaking evil, or slandering." The habit was already there" (Roberts p. 170). Barclay notes, "The word that James uses for to speak harshly….Usually this verb means to speak evil of someone else in that person"s absence, to criticize, to insult, to slander someone when he is not there to defend himself" (p. 130). "We are all especially prone to make excuses for those whom we appreciate and love; to excuse, justify and forgive them for their weaknesses; and to criticize, condemn and flay those whom we dislike" (Woods p. 237).

Points To Note:

1. Of course we know that James isn"t condemning all forms of criticism. There are times when we must confront a brother (Matthew 18:15), when we must determine or judge when someone is no longer being honest (Matthew 7:6; Titus 3:10). 2. It seems clear that James is talking about judging and criticism that comes not from a love for God and others, but from earthly wisdom (3:14-16). Criticism that is generated by envy, jealousy, and selfish ambition. Someone has said that if you love to find fault---then you are automatically disqualified to find it. 3. "We often think that such talk is a small thing. If we were classifying sins, it would be at the bottom of the list. But there are few sins that the Bible more uniformly condemns than this one (Ephesians 4:31, 1 Peter 2:1; Psalms 101:5; Psalms 34:12-13; Proverbs 6:16-19)" (Draper p. 131). 4. Paul noted that when others do sin---we need to be on guard, lest we develop sinful attitudes in trying to correct them (Galatians 6:1-2). Roberts notes, "We certainly are not to condone sin or wink at it. But neither are we to act from suspicion or from mere appearance or personal dislike. Our own attitude toward those who have been in error is naturally critical" (p. 171). (2 Timothy 2:24-25). 

"or judges his brother"-Once again, the judging which is forbidden is judging which is hypocritical (Matthew 7:1 ff), proceeds from sinful attitudes, judging which loves to find fault, which tries to impute the worst possible motives to others, or which attempts to place the worst possible interpretation on their words and actions. Remember, love always attempts to assume the best, to believe the best, unless there is clear evidence to the contrary (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). 

"speaks against the law, and judges the law"-For the Christian, the law would be the perfect law of liberty (), and specifically, the law being violated is the royal law to love your neighbor as yourself (2:8). The mindset which thrives on finding fault among brethren, is in essence condemning and declaring as worthless the Divine law which commands us to love our brethren as Jesus loved us (John 13:34). "Such a practice is, in effect, to say that the law of love is a bad one, or at best defective; and may, therefore, be disregarded" (Woods p. 239).

"and judges the law"-In reality, every time we sin and set aside the will of God, we are in effect saying that God"s law isn"t fit to be obeyed, that it lacks sense and wisdom. "When someone knows what God"s Word commands and violates it anyway, he is saying in effect: "I have made a decision that this is not a good law, and therefore I will set it aside"" (Kent p. 158).

"but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge of it"-"you are not a practicer but a critic of the law" (Wms); "thou art setting thyself up to be its censor, instead of obeying it" (Knox). "Such action, says James, means that one has taken himself out of the class of doers and has constituted himself a judge. The person with a critical spirit acts as if he can choose what parts of God"s law he will obey and what aspects he may set aside. His performance gives the impression that he is not under God"s law but over it" (Kent p. 158). It is very easy to justify our sins, especially when someone else is doing wrong. It is so easy to believe that the false practice or doctrine being advocated by another brother justifies or excuses or is more dangerous and sinful than my abusive or slanderous speech. When we deal with people in error, God doesn"t give us the right to verbally abuse, gossip about, lie about, lose our temper with or misrepresent them.

There is another thought here: You cannot place yourself over the Bible as a critic or judge and place yourself under its teachings at the same time. The person, even if they claim to be a religious person, cannot maintain a submission to the Word of God, at the same time of claiming that various parts of verses are not inspired. 

Verse 12
"There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor?"
"There is only one Lawgiver and Judge"-Far more is at stake than just respect for a law. Disrespect for the law, is disrespect towards God. "James goes on to remind us…that, since God is the source of all law, what is ultimately at stake in a "permissive society" is respect for the authority of God himself" (Adamson p. 177). 

Points To Note:

These verses contain so many lessons: 1. It isn"t our job to "judge" the value of God"s laws, rather it is simply our job to comply with them. Those who set themselves up as judges over the authenticity of the Bible or those who attempt to judge what is genuine and what is not in the biblical text need to read again the above verses. God condemns the person who breaks His laws, but God also condemns those who presume to make laws for Him. 2. This verse should also remind all believers that God didn"t give us the right to be in the "creed" making business. 3. While civil legislators have the right to enact new laws (Romans 13:1 ff), they do not have the right to pass laws which interfere with the rights, privileges and obligations of children of God, and neither do they have the right to enacts laws which legalize or reward sinful behavior.

"the One who is able to save and to destroy"
Points To Note:

1. Notice that the God who saves, who extends mercy and forgiveness is the same God who gives laws. Law and mercy and not to be viewed as opposites. There is a tremendous amount of mercy and grace reflected in the laws which God has given. 2. In the end only God can condemn and only God can save. 3. There is a place of condemnation, God isn"t going to save everyone (Matthew 7:13-14; 2 Peter 3:9). 4. Condemnation and salvation, punishment and grace are both consistent with the nature of God (Romans 11:22). A loving God will condemn, a loving God will allow the unrepentant to end up lost. 5. We need to remind ourselves that we can"t consign anyone to hell, at the same time, we need to remind ourselves and others and neither can we give anyone an automatic ticket to heaven. 

"but who are you who judge your neighbor?"
Points To Note:

1. Again, we are talking about a judgment that doesn"t come from pure motives. 2. We need to be very careful when we rebuke a brother or sister (2 Timothy 4:2). We are not all-knowing, we cannot see into their heart, we must be careful that we don"t jump to conclusions, and presume the worst. Let us make sure that our information is correct, let us assume the best, unless clear evidence says otherwise, let also give the person a chance to explain themselves and time to change. 2. In addition, let us also remember that we have been guilty ourselves in the past and graciously forgiven, so remember to be humble. 3. The wisdom from above will rebuke sin and make judgments which Christians have been called upon to make (1 Thessalonians 5:14; 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13). But at the same time this wisdom is very careful in not overstepping its bounds. Roberts notes, "Too often we suspect that people will do things or are guilty of them, and we say why they have done them, when we actually do not know and probably because we simply do not like them" (p. 173). When we starting becoming suspicious of every member, when we start enjoying and relishing the opportunity to rebuke someone, when we go out of our way to look for sins, and when we start suspecting everyone"s motive for what they do and say, then we are operating by the wisdom that is from below.

Verse 13
The Presumptuous Use Of Time

When we think of what some have called the sin of worldliness, we often think in terms of immodest apparel, filthy language, watching the wrong kind of television programs, movies and so on. But a worldly attitude also includes being hypercritical of our brethren (), and planning for the future without really including God in our plans. James chapter 4 reminds us that there is more much involved in being a Christian than just planning ahead or using your talents, abilities and financial resources in a prudent manner. All self-starters, all conservative thinkers, and all hard workers are not necessarily right with God. More is needed to be right with God than rugged individualism. 

"The following industrious businessman who make careful and elaborate plans without any regard for God. The various activities may not be improper, but if God is ignored, they are worldly" (Kent p. 160).

"Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit"".

"Come now"-Somewhat like our "come, come now". It is a way of saying, "Take a good look at what you are really saying". The King James, "Go to now", is an expression that sounds strange to our ears, but in times past was a way getting someone"s attention. 

"you who say"-There is some discussion among commentators concerning who is being addressed in this section. Many assume that James is rebuking the arrogance of Jewish businessmen. But why would James suddenly start talking to non-Christians, in a letter than has been thus far directed right at Christians? In addition, the attitude, "if the Lord wills" (), won"t help an unbeliever unless they first become a Christian. But such a attitude would be the repentance necessary by one who is already a Christian. 

"Today or tomorrow"-indicating that these were real plans and not just pipe dreams.

"we shall go to such and such a city"-Barclay notes, "So the picture is the picture of a man looking at a map. He points at a certain spot on it, and says, "Here is a new city where there are great trade chances. I"ll go there; and I"ll get in on the ground floor; and I"ll trade for a year or so; and I"ll make my fortune, and come back rich"" (p. 133). Hence a person could return, buy a large piece of property, become a wealthy landowner or gentlemen farmer and enjoy the good life. Note, nothing has really changed. The same attitude to make it rich, the same high hopes and confident expectations have fueled people during the gold rush, and still fuel people today.

Points To Note:

1. The people being rebuked probably included God in many other aspects of their lives (i.e. worship services, and so on). But in their business plans, they have left God out. These aren"t atheists, rather they are brethren who are forgetting that God is to be included in every aspect of their lives. But how often do we tend to want to exclude God from a certain area of our lives? 2. We should be impressed that people in the first century world, far from being primitive, were quite the travelers. Roads, shipping and communications in the Roman Empire were well organized. Kent notes, "Travel, while not comfortable or luxurious by modern standards, was nevertheless regularly done. The New Testament itself reveals the readiness with which Paul could travel great distances. An example from the business world is the situation of Aquila and Priscilla, whose travels can be reconstructed from the New Testament data: Rome to Corinth (Acts 18:2-3); Corinth to Ephesus (18:18-19); Ephesus to Rome (Romans 16:3-5); Rome to Ephesus (2 Timothy 4:19)" (p. 160). 3. Good old American ingenuity is not a substitute for Christianity. Carefully note, the people in this section are self-motivated, they aren"t lazy. They are industrious, they are self-starters, they believe in the work ethic, they are not wanting a handout, they want to make their own way in life---and yet, God rebukes them. 

"and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit"-The expression "engage in business" is translated from a Greek word, from whence we get the English word "emporium". It means to traffic, carry on trade, to go a trading. 

Points To Note:

1. Carefully note that there is nothing wrong with conducting business and making a profit. God endorses the private ownership of property, goods and making legitimate profit (Acts 5:4). God also endorses hard work, providing for one"s family and attending to your own business (Ephesians 4:28; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 5:8; 2 Thessalonians 3:10). 2. What is being rebuked is making all these plans without any dependence upon God. Even Christians can make the mistake of thinking that when it comes to business, everything depends upon our own human talents and wisdom. That in this area of our lives, we don"t need any help from God. How many of us go to a job interview without praying first? Enter a business meeting without prayer? Make plans for a career or attempt to further our career or business with little trust in God? "It must not be concluded that James was condemning wise planning. Jesus taught His followers the folly of failing to calculate one"s resources before beginning some enterprise (Luke 14:28-32). What is denounced is planning that leaves God out, planning that thinks human ingenuity alone is all that is necessary" (Kent p. 161). 3. Every Christian at any age can fall into the above trap. Young couples can make all sorts of plans for a house, children and so on---with very little dependence upon God. We can leave God out of our retirement plans, make huge and far reaching financial decisions without praying to God, plan our future education and career, plan our children"s educational future---with very little trust in God. And why is this so? Is it because we tend to think that God can"t help us with such decisions? Or, is it because we inwardly believe that practicing Christianity and being successful in business are opposites? If the truth were told, I sometimes think that while we believe that God knows what He is doing and saying about eternal life and what one must do to be saved, we"re really not sure if God knows what He is talking about when the Bible touches upon the way we conduct ourselves in business. We tend to trust human wisdom, human authors and human experts in the business realm more than we trust in divine wisdom. 

These verses should make us really think, "Why are we a Christian?" One writer noted, "Christians today frequently pride themselves on being different from the world, but in reality they are usually only different from a particular segment of the world….Because we cling to conservative American values, we tell ourselves that we"re acting independently of our culture. But conservative attitudes can be just as much a part of the world as liberal ones….We"re only fooling ourselves when we equate conservative attitudes with godly attitudes" 

The point is that often we think we are really doing good because we believe in the work ethic, and we are working hard ourselves, without realizing that many people with the same attitude are lost! Are we a Christian merely because we naturally like various conservative ideas that we find in the Bible, or are we a Christian because we have realized that we cannot live without God? And that we have come to love Him with our whole mind, heart, soul and strength?

Verse 14
"Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away."
"Yet you do not know"- Proverbs 27:1 "Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth." Like the rich man in Luke 12:19, we can easily assume that we have "many years". Here we see human presumptuousness. We are admittedly very finite, why we can"t even guarantee that we will be around tomorrow. And yet, we so easily make earthly plans which stretch far out into the future, without even thinking that we might not be around. 

"what your life will be like tomorrow"-The same people who are making plans for the whole year---don"t even know if they will be around tomorrow! In addition, they don"t even know what their life will be like tomorrow.

Points To Note:

1. The text naturally assumes that no man can predict the future. Only those guided by the Holy Spirit can penetrate into such mysteries. The above verse wouldn"t be true if true psychics really existed. This is precisely why God condemns psychics, astrologers and everything other human attempt to penetrate the future, for it manifests man"s attempt to be independent of God. 2. The verse also assumes that a lot can happen in one day, and that even the best forecasters, businessmen and experts cannot anticipate everything. As Solomon said, "for time and chance overtake them all" (Ecclesiastes 9:11). "It is, therefore, sheer folly for one to act as if the future is under one"s control when one is wholly ignorant of what even one day holds" (Woods p. 248). 

"You are just a vapor"-Especially when we are young we think we are invincible and eternal. James brings us down to reality. What type or quality of life do we really possess? The expression "what your life will be like tomorrow", in some manuscripts reads, "for what kind of life is yours". 

"just a vapor"-boy, what a humbling statement! "Your life is transitory, precarious, and not totally controllable or predictable….Like steam that escapes from a pan cooking over the fire, or the breath that is briefly visible on a cold morning, so life itself has its time of visibility; but in light of God"s eternal plan, the earthly manifestation is brief" (Kent pp. 162-163). "The word "vapor" means either "mist, fog, breath, or smoke." Any such rendering will preserve the figure. It stands for something seemingly with us which vanishes suddenly and is seen no more. Even a full life is only a moment in eternity" (Roberts p. 177). 

Points To Note:

1. God often reminds mankind that physical life here on the earth, even a long life time is still extremely brief (Isaiah 40:6). It seems that every generation seems to think that its own time somehow constitutes a time that has been different from all other times. While other generations have come and gone, we tend to think that our generation is the only lasting and relevant generation. 2. Psalms 39:4-5 "Lord, make me to know my end, and what is the extent of my days, let me know how transient I am"; Job 7:7-21; Job 8:1-22; Job 9:1-3. In addition, we tend to think that unless we have a long life, that our life will have been lived in vain. But it isn"t how long we live that counts, rather it is what we do will the years that we are given. Too many of us are always planning for the future while never living as we should today. 

Verse 15
"Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that"". 

"Instead"-Note what James didn"t say. James didn"t say, "Since life is so short and unpredictable---live in fear!" Barclay notes, "But James goes on. This uncertainty of life is not a cause either for fear or for inaction because of the insecurity of the future. It is a reason for accepting and realizing our complete dependence on God…..The true Christian way is not to be terrorized into fear, and not to be paralyzed into inaction, by the uncertainty of the future, but to commit the future and all our plans into the hands of God, and always to remember that our plans may not be within the purpose of God" (p. 134).

"If the Lord wills"-Which is found in other passages (Acts 18:21; 1 Corinthians 4:19; 1 Corinthians 16:7; Hebrews 6:3).

Points To Note:

1. Carefully note, that merely attaching this expression at the end of what we say, without really having faith in the statement----is useless. The statement can become a meaningless repetition if we really don"t believe that God is the ruler in this universe. 2. Kent notes, "It would be wrong, however, to imagine that James was insisting upon a ritualistic formula to be attached to every statement that involved some future action. There are other instances in the New Testament where plans are stated without these words. In Ephesus, Paul stated his intention of visiting Rome after traveling to Jerusalem, Macedonia, and Achaia, he did not append this formula (Acts 19:21). He told the Romans about his plan to visit Rome on his way to Spain and likewise did not attach this proviso (Romans 15:24-28). What James was talking about, and what Paul demonstrated by his own practice, was the need for a proper attitude. When one"s perspective is correct, it will be reflected at times in words but always shows in the way he looks at life and makes his plans" (pp. 163-164). 

"we shall live"-First things first, we need to remember that while we have big plans, we might not be alive to start the project, much less finish it. "Death often comes with shocking suddenness---a sudden stroke, a fatal heart attack, the rendering crash of an automobile, and it is over, in a moment, without an instant"s warning" (Woods p. 247).

"and also do this or that"-Note, that God doesn"t ridicule the idea of planning. James doesn"t go to the other extreme, where people simply say that God will do everything for them. Here, we find that human planning, human effort and the Divine will and power are to work together in harmony. We still need to plan, work and use prudence.

Points To Note:

1. God isn"t against being successful or making a profit! One can be very spiritual and a very good business man at the same time. 2. "Thus the proper attitude does not exclude plans: "we will live and do this or that" assumes planning is proper….This naturally means that divine moral guidelines will be followed and divine goals sought as one plans conscious of the divine will" (Davids p. 173). 

Verse 16
"But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil".

"But as it is"-"But here you are, boasting in your proud pretensions!" (Mof). 

"boast in your arrogance"-The word "arrogance" means "empty, braggart talk" (Thayer p. 25). "The word signifies the self deceived and groundless confidence in the stability of life and health on which the worldly pride themselves. On this foundation your boastful speeches (and plans) are built" (Alford p. 1619). "The basic idea of James"s term is pretentiousness or arrogance. These merchants were proud of their abilities, made no secret of the fact, and conveyed the impression that they were fully capable of accomplishing by their own abilities whatever they set out to do" (Kent p. 165). 

Compare with 1 John 2:16 "the boastful pride of life": "It denotes the disposition to claim cleverness, strength, skill; hence, sufficiency; and, of course, without God…..Bad as it is to feel independent of God, it is worse to glory in it, and to boast of it to others" (Woods p. 252). Carefully note, that such boasting might simply have been in regard to their commercial lives….they may have been very pious in services and at home. But we need to be reminded that no part of life is outside the rule of God.

"all such boasting is evil"-"All such pride is wrong" (Gspd). "All such"-arrogance in any area of our lives, not just in reference to business enterprises---is wrong. It is wrong because it is the attitude that I can live without God, I don"t need Him, it is where I have elevated myself to the status that only belongs to God. "We must ever remember that God is the superintendent of the universe; we are the creatures of his hand; and we should conduct ourselves accordingly" (Woods p. 252). And yet there are things that we need to boast about (1 Thessalonians 2:19; Galatians 6:14).

Verse 17
"Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin". 

"Therefore"-Indicating that this verse is connected with the preceding verses. James has outlined the right thing to do, not only in this chapter but in the previous three chapters. Therefore, the person who keeps on making plans without God is continuing in sin, and the person who continues to be hypercritical of their brethren () is doing the same thing.

"to one who knows the right thing to do"-The verse assumes that Christians do know the right thing to do. James knew that these Christians could understand exactly what he was saying. On the whole, when people don"t do the right thing, it"s not because they are confused by the teaching found in the biblical record. The verse also infers that we can do the right thing (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

"and does not do it"-"present active, "and to one not doing it"" (Robertson p. 56). These Christians knew that friendship with the world is enmity with God, that God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble, and so on. They knew better, they were not living up to the standard which they were capable (Luke 12:47; John 15:22).

Points To Note:

1. "One of the great tragedies in our day has been that we have come to treat lightly sins of omission. We have come to think that it is not nearly as bad if we don"t do something as it is if we do something. For instance, few of us have any guilt at all over not (talking to others) about Christ. We go day after day, week after week and never tell anyone about Christ…..If we get mad, lose our temper, or say a curse word, we feel terrible. But we can go all week and not do what is the most precious thing a Christian could do and feel no guilt at all. We have built an immunity to the things we don"t do" (Draper p. 139). See 1 Samuel . 2. "Those of this category are careful to observe the "Thou shalt nots", of the Scriptures, but are little concerned with the "Thou shalts". They assume they are good, simply because they are not bad! They forget that goodness is a positive quality; not merely the absence of the bad" (Woods p. 254). Compare with Matthew 25:42-43. The same lesson is found in the parable concerning the one talent man (Matthew 25:14 ff). 

"to him it is sin"-It is also sin for anyone else that falls into the same category. "he is guilty of sin" (Gspd). God is making it clear that these Christians are without excuse if they fail to apply the teachings in this letter. It is a sin to do something which one has moral doubts about, even if it is the right thing to do (Romans 14:23), it is also a sin to know that a thing is right and yet leave it undone.

05 Chapter 5 

Introduction
1. Outline: 

1. Hoarded Wealth: 

2. The Need For Patience: 

3. Oaths: 

4. Prayer For the Sick: 

5. Example of Elijah: 

6. Straying From The Truth: 

1. Introductory Comments: 

The first question we are confronted with as we enter this chapter is whether James is addressing rich non-Christians, Christians or both. 1. The rich mentioned in were members of the Church, while the rich man mentioned in 2:2 could have been a non-Christian visitor. While the rich in verses 5:1-6 are not directly or specifically called upon to repent, I believe that the door to repentance was open. In fact repentance was the only way to avoid the coming condemnation (Acts 17:30). 2. In the Old Testament the prophets often addressed and included judgments against the unbelieving world in their writings. The book of Isaiah contains judgments against many non-Jewish nations, Babylon (13:3), Philistia (14:28), Moab (15:1), Damascus (17:1), Ethiopia (18:1), and Tyre and Sidon (23:1). 3. Clearly these verses apply to any greedy individual among the wealthy, Christian or non-Christian. 4. Roberts writes, "It certainly would be a warning to any Christian who might be tempted to act in the wrong way…..But the probable purpose which James had in mind was to put such unjust people in the proper perspective before the church. Those who suffer as Christians from the hands of such people are not to envy the rich…..They are to see these sinful people for what they are in God"s sight: wretched people fattening themselves for a day of slaughter" (pp. 180-181). Jesus pointed out that even religious people often make the mistake of trying to combine a love for God with a love for wealth (Matthew 6:24). In addition, it is clear that some of the Christians which James addresses thought too much of wealth and were holding the wealthy on a pedestal (2:1ff). 

To this day Christians are tempted to envy the wealthy (Psalms 73:1-28). It is a common temptation to glorify those who seem self sufficient and above the aches and pains of daily living. Our society especially is captivated by the person who wheels and deals, wines and dines, makes the big bucks, and doesn"t care what man or God thinks about him.

Verse 1
"Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you".

"Come now"-the same expression is found in . "It is a set phrase, an interjection to gain attention….it is somewhat like our "come, come now" (Roberts p. 175). "It summons the ones addressed to give careful attention to what will be said" (Kent p. 168). These rich people thought of themselves as invincible, untouchable, able to steal from their employees and get away with it (5:4). 

"you rich"-once again, there is nothing inherently wrong with being rich. Rich Christians did exist (1 Timothy 6:17 ff). "James does not condemn riches, nor does the Bible anywhere condemn those who have material possessions. Rather, the Bible condemns the ungodly way that people gain their possessions and use them…..And we don"t have to be rich to be possessed by riches . A lot of poor folk are obsessed with material things" (Draper p. 142). "Those who have understood Christianity as being anti-wealth and anti-property have misunderstood it. It is the wrong use of wealth and the acquisition of wealth in the wrong manner which are condemned….James is speaking of wealth acquired by robbing laborers of their just wages" (Roberts p. 180).

Points To Note:

1. Kent reminds us, "Wealth itself is a relative term. All of us know persons who are economically better off than we, and we tend to regard them as "rich" in contrast to ourselves…..Experience in traveling abroad quickly brings the recognition that Americans are more affluent than much of the world and makes one wonder about the exercise of his own stewardship" (p. 168). Which should make us realize that compared to the rest of the world, we might find ourselves in the "rich" category. 2. Greed, and gaining wealth by underhanded means is a temptation for Christians just like everyone else (Titus 1:7; 1 Corinthians 5:10). 3. A good number of Christians would like to have more money, but we need to realize that money brings many serious responsibilities and its own set of temptations. Wealth can be used properly, but it has also destroyed a good number of people (1 Timothy 6:8-10). 4. Some of us think that Christianity would be easier if we had more money and didn"t have to worry about the bills. The truth of the matter is, many of us are eventually going to inherit some wealth---and we had better work on a relationship with God before that happens! 5. I have always liked Proverbs 30:8-9. The potential for being greedy is lurking inside each one of us, regardless of how much money we have or don"t have. If we aren"t wealthy, the temptation is to envy the wealthy, idolize them, and long for the day that we can have a whole bunch of stuff. 

"weep and howl"-the tense in the Greek is a command which points to something to be done immediately, "Burst into weeping" (Robertson p. 57). "Weep"-mourn, lament, a loud expression of grief. "Howl"-which means to wail and cry aloud, to shriek. "These two strong words indicate the frantic terror of those on whom God"s judgment has fallen….Any person who builds his life only upon the physical things of this life will come to know this kind of despair" (Draper p. 143). While there isn"t any specific call to repentance, I believe we could say that as long as there is life, repentance is an option. Jonah"s message to Ninevah didn"t contain a command to repent, but God accepted their repentance (Jonah 3:4; Jonah 3:9-10), compare with Jeremiah 18:7-8. "if the rich understood their coming fate, they would literally shriek over the prospect" (Roberts p. 182). Compare with Isaiah 13:6; Isaiah 14:31; Isaiah 15:2; Isaiah 23:1; Isaiah 23:6; Isaiah 23:14). 

"for your miseries which are coming upon you"-"Miseries"-"hardship, trouble, calamity" (Thayer p. 614); "wretchedness, distress" (Arndt p. 803). "Which are coming upon you"-the idea is of certain destruction (Hebrews 10:27 "but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment").

Points To Note:

1. Some think that the above miseries applied to the destruction of Jerusalem, but Woods notes, "But, the physical suffering of the poor (who, of course, greatly outnumbered the rich) was as intense in those terrible days as that of the rich; and it seems better to conclude that this is simply a picture of the retribution and judgment which shall come, at the end of the age" (Roberts p. 257). 2. The Holy Spirit certainly believed in the existence of hell and that hell is a place of miseries-not annihilation. See Acts 24:25 "and the judgment to come, Felix was terrified"; Romans 2:8-9; Hebrews 10:28-29. 3. Wealth can"t protect us from the coming judgment. 

Verse 2
"Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten".

"have rotted"-"make corrupt, destroy" (Vine p. 243); "cause to rot, decay, decay" (Arndt p. 749). "In Oriental lands, riches, in addition to gold, silver, and precious stones, consisted of highly perishable goods, such as grain, oil, food, and garments of many types and kinds" (Woods p. 259). 

"your garments have become moth-eaten"-"Eastern people have always reckoned collections of raiment among their choice treasures, and estimate them in the accounts of their wealth along with silver and gold" (Manners/Customs, Freeman p. 213).

Points To Note:

1. "Of course, as these wealthy men looked at their goods, it did not appear to them this way at all. Their barns were well cared for and the grain protected. Their robes sparkled with lavish care and the finest of fabrics. James was looking with a prophet"s eye, seeing things from God"s point of view. He saw judgment as already in progress and man"s opulence revealed as temporal at best, subject to swift destruction" (Kent p. 170). 2. The thought in these verses also seems to be that a tremendous amount of wealth was being hoarded, which is an abuse of wealth (Luke 16:19 ff). 3. Jesus made similar comments in Matthew 6:19-24. Davids writes, "Temporality is one side of the coin, but the very temporality of goods points to their being withheld from the service for which God intended them" (p. 176). 4. The Bible often comments upon the temporary nature of wealth, probably because mankind insists on believing that wealth is the cure for all problems and can deliver us from all trials (Ecclesiastes 2:19; Ecclesiastes 5:10-15; Proverbs 11:4 "Riches profit not in the day of wrath"; 23:4 "For wealth certainly makes itself wings"; 27:24; Mark 4:19; Luke 12:15). 

Verse 3
"Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!"
"Your gold and your silver have rusted"-"In the judgment, their corrupted wealth will stand as a witness to their misuse of God"s provision. No excuses will undo the evidence of their hoarded wealth, which was used only for selfish luxury, not for assisting others" (Kent p. 170). "The whole picture of these three basic types of wealth is the picture of wealth unused" (Draper p. 144). "There is no book which condemns dishonest and selfish wealth with such searing passion as the Bible does…(Amos 3:10; Amos 5:11; Amos 8:4-7; Isaiah 5:8)" (Barclay p. 137). Once again, in the sight of God, their wealth was corrupted. Silver and gold do not rust, but they can corrode.

"their rust will be a witness against you"-"evidence against you" (RSV), "it will serve as a proof of your wickedness" (Thayer p. 392), "that which serves as testimony or proof" (Arndt p. 493). "The witness is about the non-use of the materials; the rust becomes the proof of their sin" (Roberts p. 184) The same condemnation is found in Luke 16:19 ff; Luke 12:17-19. 

"and will consume your flesh like fire"-"burning into your flesh" (Bas). 1. "As rust eats through, and destroys metal, so the greed, avarice and love for money which characterized these people would destroy them" (Woods p. 261). 2. "What happens to our riches, our clothes, our gold and silver is but a symbol of what is happening to our soul. That wealth that soon slips through our fingers, that we cannot hold on to, is but a symbol of what is happening in our heart" (Draper pp. 144-145). 3. The fire here refers to the fires of hell (Matthew 5:29; Matthew 22:1-46; Matthew 10:28). 

"It is in the last days"-"You have been building the wrong kind of treasure" (Draper p. 146). "These people have treasured up as if they would live and the world would go on forever" (Davids p. 177). The phrase "last days" can refer to the Christian age (Hebrews 1:1-2; Acts 2:17; 1 Peter 1:20), which naturally includes the whole period of time up until the Lord"s return(John 6:39-40; John 6:44; John 6:54; John 11:24; John 12:48). Of course, we must reject the view that the apostles and other inspired writers thought Jesus had to come within their lifetime. Such would contradict their claim to inspiration and go against what they actually did teach (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3; 2 Thessalonians 2:1 ff). The treasure they have stored up will only condemn them at the judgment. But the death of Christ did begin a period of time known as the last days (Acts 2:17), and during this period of time Jesus could come at any time. 

"you have stored up your treasure!"-How many people today are making the same mistake? All their plans are concerning this earth and this earthly life and all their efforts are towards those ends. There is so much talk today about IRA"s, social security, investment in the stock market, and so on. Where is your treasure? What have you been heavily investing in and what are you depending on? What is your true security? 

Verse 4
"Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth".

"Behold"-(see, consider, take notice of).

"the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you"-mowing a field is a general term for reaping. "The laborers were, therefore, farm workers who toiled in the fields for the rich " (Woods p. 263). "Withheld by you"-The Law of Moses had condemned those who retained the wages of hired workmen even for one night (Leviticus 19:13), see also Jeremiah 22:13, Deuteronomy 24:14-15; Job 7:1-2; Job 24:10; Job 31:38-40; Malachi 3:5. One of Jesus" parables reflected the proper practice of paying workers daily (Matthew 20:1-16). One cannot say that the Bible presents a morality which is only affordable or practical for the rich or middle class, for the Bible is filled with legislation designed to protect the poor. God is extremely concerned with how we treat the less fortunate or the vulnerable.

"cries out against you"-Like the blood of Abel (Genesis 4:10), this stolen money cries out for justice. Which should make us think, does any of our money or possessions cry out to God for justice? Have we been dishonest with others, have we failed to pay our debtors or have we failed to give to God as we should?

"and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord"-God hears the cries of people who are being oppressed and taken advantage of by others. "The ears of the Lord is simply a vivid……way of saying God listens and responds to his people" (Adamson p. 186). 

Points To Note:

1. The righteous can take comfort in these words, for eventually someone will try to rip us off. Our car or house might be broken into or vandalized, we might run into a dishonest merchant, mechanic, or salesperson. But people don"t get away with their misdeeds, and eventually God will judge! 2. Here is tremendous incentive as why we shouldn"t envy those who are slick and sly, whatever money they do get from us----isn"t worth the price of their soul. We haven"t be ripped off-they have, by the devil himself. If someone intentionally sells me a lemon, I might lose a couple thousand, but the underhanded individual has lost much more. 3. In the end, every misdeed will be repaid (2 Corinthians 5:10), and nobody will have gotten away with anything (Galatians 6:7 ff). 

"the Lord of Sabaoth"-"Sabaoth"-"is the transliteration of a Hebrew word which denotes hosts or armies (note: it is not the same as the word Sabbath)….came to designate Him as the One who is supreme over all the innumerable hosts of spiritual agencies, or of what are described as the "armies of heaven"" (Vine p. 311). That is, "The Lord Of Hosts". "the most majestic title you can find for God in the Old Testament. It speaks of the Almighty God and his sovereign omnipotence. It is a word that applies to the King, the Leader of the armies of heaven….You might think their cries have gone unheeded and that they have no champion on earth. But their champion is none other than the Lord God Almighty" (Draper p. 146). And if the Almighty hears such cries then you can be sure that something will be done! "The original idea was that of God fighting on the side of Israel to vindicate their cause and give them victory in battle (1 Samuel 15:2; Isaiah 2:12; 2 Samuel 5:10; Psalms 59:5). But the idea was extended to include the hosts of angels which God might send forth to carry out His will (Joshua 5:14; 2 Kings 6:14)…..The reference here then means that the same omnipotent God who fought with Israel and whose word even the hosts of angels carried out in heaven has listened and heard the cries of injustice" (Roberts p. 187). The same God who destroyed the armies of Egypt, rooted out the Canaanites----is the God who hears such injustices.

Point To Note:

Before we lump ourselves automatically in the category of these oppressed workers, we need to seriously ask ourselves if we are or have cheated anyone. Have we ran out on our bills, have we left creditors holding the bag, have we borrowed from relatives and friends without ever repaying them? Are we up front and honest in our dealings with others? On this point I have always liked the following comment in connection with Romans 13:7-8 : "I have known of those who make large donations to Church treasuries while they leave unforgiven creditors to beg for money the Christian owes them. There is a foolish idea abroad that money given into Church treasuries is more appreciated by God than the paying of honest debts……We"re doing God no favors if we drive the unforgiven creditor to believe that God approves of thieves so long as they contribute to some Church budget. Spend your money wisely; live within your means; keep in mind the spreading of the Gospel and the needs of the poor and needy" (Romans, Jim McGuiggan pp. 384-385).

Verse 5
"You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter."
"You have lived luxuriously"-"a soft and luxurious life" (Thayer p. 631); "give oneself up to pleasure" (Vine p. 288); "lead a life of luxury or self-indulgence, revel, carouse (Arndt p. 828). Like the plans which the rich man in Luke 12:19 had for his future, "eat, drink, and be merry". "A second example of their misuse of money is the selfishness and unwarranted opulence with which the wealthy indulged themselves….In this context of James, it has the negative connotation of using wealth solely for display or personal whim" (Kent p. 173). "This is luxurious, extravagant living with no regard for anyone around us" (Draper p. 146). 

"on the earth"-this would be the extent of their pleasure seeking.

"led of life of wanton pleasure"-(1 Timothy 5:6). "live luxuriously or voluptuously, in indulgence" (Arndt p. 761). "It is the condemnation of the selfish rich that they have used their possessions to gratify their own love of comfort, and to satisfy their own lusts, and they have forgotten all duty to their fellow-man" (Barclay p. 140). Apparently the wages that had been withheld, were used for selfish purposes. The idea of wasteful indulgence. "To give oneself to pleasure" (Thayer p. 583). Many people in our current society, and too many members of the Church are sadly---- people who are addicted to pleasure and spend the vast majority of their resources solely on themselves.

Point To Note:

Woods reminds us, "It is well to take note of the fact that the word here used does not denote a wicked and sinful life, per se….One does not have to live a sinful life (or what we uselessly think of when we use the term "sinful life") to fall under the censure of the Lord…if we live indolently, selfishly, uselessly, our lives are not pleasing in the sight of God" (p. 266). There are a good number of people who never commit fornication or adultery, and yet who live purely for themselves. The rich men of Luke 16:1-31 or Luke 12:1-59 were not necessarily immoral men (engaging in all sorts of immoral activities), rather they were simply ignoring the needs of others, which is just as immoral in the sight of God. 

"you have fattened your hearts"-"gratified your appetite" (Wey). Supplied themselves with everything they desired, pampered themselves. They have engaged in the business of fattening themselves, taking care of their own needs, doing what they wanted to do, looking out for number one.

"in a day of slaughter"-a life spent on fattening "self" is simply fattening yourself for condemnation (Romans 2:1-5). "This pictures a steer at the stockyard who is not quite heavy enough to be killed. So they put him in a pen and give him the finest food he could possibly have. That steer is so stupid---he doesn"t know he is about to be killed, so he lives only for the pleasure and the cravings that he has. When he gains enough weight, they kill him. That is like the man who takes his possessions, lives as though there were no God and no needs in the world around him" (Draper p. 147). The world is filled with many selfish people who are just like cattle who are gorging themselves and blissfully unaware of coming judgment. Compare with Jeremiah 12:3; Jeremiah 25:34; Isaiah 32:2,61; Ezekiel 21:15; Amos 6:1-6.

Point To Note:

Just because people live like God doesn"t exist or that there won"t be a judgment day doesn"t mean that their selfish lives determine reality or what the truth of the matter is. Judgment will come even though the vast majority might deny it. Reality and truth isn"t determined by how the majority or the most influential in this world live.

Verse 6
"You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you".

"You have condemned and put to death the righteous man"-To condemn is to pronounce guilty. Evidently, the various wealthy and influential individuals had quite a bit of pull in the Roman court system (James 2:6-7). The exploitation of the righteous was also denounced by the prophets in the Old Testament (Amos 2:6; Amos 5:10-12; Psalms 10:8-9; Isaiah 3:14-15; Isaiah 57:1). "The episode of Ahab, Jezebel, and Naboth provided a graphic example (1 Kings 21:1-16)" (Kent p. 174). "The rich long to get rid of those who are a blight upon their conscience; the presence of a godly man will always condemn an ungodly man" (Draper p. 147). 

"he does not resist you"-"he offers you no resistance" (Arndt p. 76). Which only heightens the crime of these oppressors. They are persecuting righteous individuals who are not offering physical resistance. See 1 Peter 2:18-21; Matthew 5:38-45; Romans 12:19. Carefully note that this verse isn"t teaching that Christians can"t defend themselves. But there are times when all our options and means of protection have been removed. This was a persecution sanctioned by the civil government, and in such instances a Christian might not have too many resources with which to defend themselves. 

Verse 7
Our Attitude Towards Such Abuse:

"Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains."
"Be patient, therefore, brethren"-Indicating that a good number of Christians were suffering at the hands of wealthy individuals who were abusing their position and power. This letter has already mentioned the need to be patient (, 1:12). Without such endurance we won"t make it (Hebrews 6:12; Hebrews 12:1). See also 1 Corinthians 13:4; Galatians 5:22 and 2 Peter 1:6. It is clear that patience is a quality without which we cannot please God.

Points To Note:

1. We too live in a time when Christians need to be exhorted to be patient. Too many of us have adopted the thinking of the world which says, "I deserve this and I deserve it now!" We live in a society, while claiming to be tolerant is in fact very intolerant. Look at the lawsuits that clog our court system and the acts of personal violence and revenge. 2. "if God, a holy God, can be patient with us in the face of the enormity of our sin, how much more can we be patient in the face of whatever opposition may come our way" (Draper p. 150). 3. "It means to hold one"s spirit in check…The believer is not to allow mistreatment and oppression to drive him to hatred, bitterness, or despair. Such feelings might be directed against the persons causing the pressure, or against God, who was allowing it to happen" (Kent p. 176). And it can be a very fine line between being angry at our oppressors---and being angry at God. 4. It is clear that these brethren were not given the right to rise up and attack the rich, they didn"t have the right to take the judgment of the wicked into their own hands. Compromise with the world and physically attacking the world are both wrong (Hebrews 10:32-39; 1 Peter 4:12-19; Romans 12:9-21). There are probably a host of reasons why God doesn"t want Christians to organize themselves and retaliate against their oppressors. But one reason has probably already been given us in James 1:20. Retaliation on our part can so easily degenerate into sin. It is so easy to cross the line from innocent victim to guilty oppressor ourselves (see 1 Corinthians 6:1-8). 

"until the coming of the Lord"-While God does from time to time come in physical judgment upon groups of people, such as nations and cities (Jerusalem-A.D. 70, is one example, Matthew 24:27). And such comings can take the pressure off of Christians by sweeping away or breaking the power of their enemies. This coming appears to be the Second Coming. Which means that the Second Coming, while being a day of deliverance for the righteous, will be a day of condemnation for the wicked (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).

"Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains".

The early rain fell in October, November, and December, and extended in January and February. "The first showers of autumn which revived the parched and thirsty soil and prepared it for the seed; and the later showers of spring which continued to refresh and forward both the ripening crops and the vernal products of the field" (Pulpit Comm. p. 69). The latter rains are much lighter and they fall in March and April. 

This illustration would especially be relevant to this audience, for some of them were laborers in the field. They understood the patience of the farmer. The farmer does not expect to harvest on the same day he has planted. He may suffer several disappointments or set backs before he receives a harvest. "Just as the farmer can know that the Lord is going to send the rain for the crops, so we can know the Lord is going to send his Son once again. Just as the farmer trusts the final outcome to the Lord who sends the rain, we can trust God for the final outcome of our lives" (Draper p. 150). 

Verse 8
"You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand".

"You too be patient"-For God"s judgment is just as certain at the rain! "The point is not the length of time one must wait….but whether one will endure the period of waiting" (Davids p. 184). Be patient like the farmer, don"t panic, but realize that God will deliver! 

"strengthen your hearts"-"strengthen, make firm, confirm one"s mind" (Thayer p. 588). To be fixed and confirmed in one"s belief (Romans 1:11; Romans 16:25; 1 Thessalonians 3:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 2 Thessalonians 2:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; 1 Peter 5:10, 2 Peter 1:12, Revelation 3:2). Strengthen your emotions, wishes, and desires. Cultivate endurance and a strong dependence upon God. 

"for the coming of the Lord is at hand"-According to the Scriptures the Second Coming is always "at hand", for it could come at any time (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). In their generation, what was also at hand was the judgment of God upon the Jewish nation.

Points To Note:

Christians today need a greater awareness that Jesus could come at any time (1 John 3:1-3). "If we knew Jesus Christ was coming back today, it would make a profound difference in what we do today. There are acts of obedience and commitments…that we would waste no time doing. If we thought we had only one worship service to attend before the Lord returned, it would make a difference in how we worship. If we lived in the expectancy of the return of Jesus Christ, we would be equipped for the pressures and the trials of life. We are to live in that kind of expectation" (Draper p. 151).

This isn"t speculating about the Lord"s return---rather it is living as if Jesus could come at any time-which is the truth of the matter. Living as if each day were our last, living as if our non-Christian neighbors could be facing judgment tomorrow. 

Years ago I ran across the following. It is called the infidel"s challenge to us:

"If I firmly believed, as millions say they do, that the knowledge and practice of Christianity in this life influences destiny in another world, Christianity would be to me, everything. I would cast aside earthly cares as follies and earthly thoughts and feelings as vanity. Christianity would be my first waking thought, and my last image before sleep sank me into unconsciousness. I would labor in its cause alone. Earthly consequences should never stay my hands or seal my lips. I would esteem one soul gained for heaven worth a lifetime of effort. I would go forth to the world and preach Christ in season and out of season, and my text would be, "for what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?""
Verse 9
"Do not complain, brethren, against one another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door".

"Do not complain"-"Present active imperative, "stop groaning against one another" (Robertson p. 62). "Troubles tend to make the impatient complain against even those closest to them" (Roberts p. 194). "Hostility from others is not easily endured. James was well aware of the human propensity to lash out in retaliation, or at least to complain against real or imagined instigators" (Kent p. 178). Complaining is a very real temptation and various professed believers haven"t faired very well when facing hardship (1 Corinthians 10:1-12). 

"against one another"-"Sometimes, when we are bombarded by problems of those outside of…our family, our church….our tempers often get short with each other. Sometimes we take our frustrations out on those closest to us…."Do not let the pressure that is brought to bear on you from outside cause you to be unchristian with each other"…..The picture is very clear. Imagine a member of a first-century church being arrested because of his commitment to Christ. Another member is not arrested. It was probably hard for the one who was thrown in jail to have a kind attitude toward the one who was free. James says, "Don"t look at someone else and complain because they are not suffering as you are. Don"t try to involve others in your misery."" (Draper p. 152). 

"that you yourselves may not be judged"-(Matthew 7:1-5). Again, hypocritical, hypercritical, and judging from wrong motives is under consideration. Those who complain and murmur and take their anger and frustration out on others are in danger of facing divine condemnation. God isn"t impressed with people who complain. We may be suffering, but once we start complaining and murmuring against others, we are not longer playing the role of an innocent victim.

"behold, the Judge is standing right at the door"-"literally, "is standing before the doors" (perfect active indicative), and thus ready to execute sentence" (Woods p. 280). 

Point To Note: 

The above expression doesn"t mean that James believed that Jesus was going to come that day. Rather, Jesus stands ready to judge and could come at any moment. "the day of retribution for the evil is certain and sure and the one who shall administer punishment should be regarded as at the door, ready to enter at any time…..It was therefore vitally important that those to whom James wrote should open the door without advance notice and discover that instead of waiting patiently and faithfully for him they were fretful, dissatisfied and morose, and engaged in quarrels among themselves" (Woods p. 280). "The reminder that "the Judge is standing right at the door" should be a caution that judgment may not be some hazy, theoretical, far-distant event" (Kent p. 178). Compare with Revelation 3:20; 1 Peter 4:5 "who is ready to judge the living and the dead". Note that Christians are here warned, indicating that we can end up condemned if we become unfaithful.

Verse 10
"As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord".

"As an example"-a model, pattern, "in a good sense as something that does or should spur one on to imitate it" (Arndt p. 34). 

"take the prophets"-See 2 Chronicles 36:16; 1 Kings 19:10; Matthew 23:29-31; Acts 7:52. "Most of them were persecuted severely in their lifetime, despite the fact that they were God"s messengers (Matthew 5:11-12)" (Kent p. 179). Draper notes, "In essence, James says, "Surely, if anyone ought to have a good time in life and ought to avoid suffering, the prophets would be the ones. Yet they suffered too." This is a side of Christianity that we do not like to think about-----the suffering side. We like to think that when we are saved, everything is going to be glorious….When we get a new Savior, we also get a new enemy" (p. 153). 

Points To Note:

1. The prophets spoke in the name of the Lord or by the Lord"s authority, therefore their messages were inspired (2 Peter 1:20-21). 2. It is a myth to think that faithfulness will prevent bad things in this life from happening to us. Many people in the past have suffered for doing the right thing (Acts 14:22; 1 Timothy 3:12). 3. Since the prophets spoke the truth and were persecuted (often by professed believers in God) we must realize that everyone isn"t going to embrace and admit the truth when they hear it. We must reject the idea that the truth is what most people believe or that the "mainstream" is to be always equated with the narrow way (Matthew 7:13-14). 

Verse 11
"Behold, we count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord"s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful".

"we counted those blessed who endured"-"Endured"-"remain instead of fleeing, stand one"s ground, hold out, endure in trouble, affliction, persecution" (Arndt p. 845). Note: We count them blessed now, when the long-range goal is kept in mind, we can see that endurance is more than worth it (Romans 8:18). See (Matthew 10:22; 2 Timothy 2:12; James 1:12; 1 Peter 2:20).

"You have heard of the endurance of Job"-Job was a real historical person. And the account of his life and trials in the book of Job is exactly what happened in this man"s life. Note the details which are endorsed by James. His name was Job, he endured trials, and the outcome was extremely compassionate and merciful. Compare with Ezekiel 14:14; Ezekiel 14:20.

Point To Note:

We need to remember that Job didn"t always handle his sufferings in a perfect manner (Job 3:3; Job 3:11). And yet he never gave into his wife"s suggestion to curse God and die (2:9). In spite of all the agonizing questions which tore at his heart, Job maintained his faith in God (13:15; 19:25). And maybe more importantly than anything else, when God confronted Job about some of the wrong things which Job had said (Job 38:1-41; Job 39:1-30; Job 40:1-24; Job 41:1-34), Job immediately acknowledged his ignorance and sin (42:1-6). Job is a man who has many questions, who is hurting, has lost wealth, children, the confidence of his wife and close friends, who humbly accepts a rebuke from the God who has let this all happen to him! The good news is that even though we might fail to react to suffering in a godly manner, we can at any point during the trial acknowledge our sin and benefit from the trial. If we have a bad day during a trial, if we blow it---the case isn"t hopeless, we can repent and handle the trial as we should today!

"and have seen the outcome of the Lord"s dealings"-"that by which a thing is finished, its close, issue, the closing experience that befell Job" (Thayer p. 620). Remember, there is always a "outcome" to any suffering there is "an end", even if that end is death (Revelation 2:10). 

"that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful"-"how full of tenderness and pity the Lord is" (Wey). "Rich in compassion" (Arndt p. 687). ""Tenderness" is a word which speaks of compassion and sympathy. "Mercy" just intensifies that and speaks of an abundantly compassionate and sympathetic God" (Draper p. 154). "Even though circumstances seemed exactly opposite to this, Job"s endurance enabled him to see that God"s blessings were abundant if one was willing to let God choose the time and bestow them. Eventually God doubled Job"s possessions ..…(Job 42:10-17)" (Kent p. 180). Once again, be impressed that all of this agrees exactly with what we find recorded in the book of Job. And note that God is very merciful with Job, even though Job had slipped up! God is willing to bless us if we will only repent. How often do we fail to receive God"s blessings, how often do we thwart God"s purposes by turning to a hasty and sinful course of behavior? We need to learn to have the patience that is willing allow God to determine when the hardship will end or let up.

Verse 12
Oaths

"But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but let your yes be yes, and your no, no; so that you may not fall under judgment".

"But above all"-especially (Robertson p. 63). James is not saying that the abusing of oaths is worse than murder or adultery, but in light of the context, "in all one"s attempts to avoid expressing impatience toward tormentors, he should first of all avoid swearing" (Kent p. 181). "he is saying that the most common response of the human heart to problems and difficulties is to say the wrong thing" (Draper p. 154). Note****Suffering doesn"t exempt us from the need to control our speech. Unfortunately, some people seem to think that harsh and sinful words spoken during the heat of battle are excused or morally justified.

"do not swear"-"to affirm, promise, threaten, with an oath" (Thayer p. 444). Jesus emphasized the same truth (Matthew 5:34).

"either by heaven or by earth"-"Much evidence exists that oathtaking was greatly abused at that time---not only in the form of profanity, whereby God"s name was employed meaninglessly in flippant swearing, but also in the clever schemes of the rabbis to explain some formulas are more binding than others" (Kent pp. 181-182). "There was a distinction---especially in the Jewish world---between oaths which were binding and oaths which were not binding…..The result of this was that men became experts in evasive swearing; and it became a matter of skill and sharp practice to find an oath which was not binding" (Barclay p. 149). (See Matthew 23:16-22).

Points To Note:

1. "The danger is that when we use God"s name in swearing, we are calling God to be a witness to what we are about to say. So we are asking God to give sanction to our lies, to our exaggerations, to our arrogance, to our pride" (Draper pp. 154-155). 2. "Furthermore, to swear by one"s own head implied that failure to comply with the oath would bring some catastrophe upon him, but this is not within man"s control" (Kent p. 181). 3. Hence it is arrogant to say, "If I am not telling the truth, may God strike me"-as if we can tell God what to do! This is just as arrogant as planning the future without God (). 4. "the value of an oath depends to a large extent on the fact that it is very seldom necessary to take one. Its impressiveness lies in its exceptional character…..the practice of taking frequent oaths was nothing other than a proof of the prevalence of lying and cheating and falsehood and swindling" (Barclay p. 149). 5. Please note that God has nothing against oaths per se. They were allowed in the Old Testament (Leviticus 19:12; Numbers 30:2). God Himself has used oaths (Genesis 22:16; Psalms 110:4; Hebrews 6:13). Both Jesus (Matthew 8:12; Matthew 26:63) and Paul either used or submitted to oaths at various times (Romans 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:27). Hence we cannot say that submitting to an oath in a court of law is a violation of this passage. In addition, marriage vows are oaths. Rather, like Jesus, James seems to be condemning: A. Rash statements made during hardship or before one"s accusers. B. Calling down divine threats upon one"s opponents. C. The abuse of making oaths. 

"or with any other oath"-that is, another of the same sort. People swore by all sorts of things besides heaven or earth.

"but let your yes be yes, and your no, no"-Kent notes, "the point is clear that the believer"s word should always be trustworthy without the need of an oath to make it believable. If reaction against accusers causes one to implicate God in his defense and to demand that God prove His support by some direct intervention that the swearer decides upon, the speaker has gone too far" (pp. 183-184). "Today it is hard to get people to say yes or no to anything. They want to ride the fence. Many of us have a hard time making a commitment. We say we have committed our lives to God, but we don"t act like it, we don"t live like it" (Draper p. 155). It is tempting to hedge what we say, to give ourselves a loophole out of a commitment we have made. But our yes is to mean yes, not perhaps or maybe.

"so that you may not fall under judgment"-"come under condemnation" (Thayer p. 510). 1. To make an oath or vow and then not to keep it is another form of lying (Ecclesiastes 5:2). 2. The careless and flippant use of the name of God can also bring us under condemnation (Deuteronomy 5:7-11). Once again we are reminded that we need to watch what we say especially during stressful times. Being in pain and under pressure is not an excuse to unbridle our tongue. God doesn"t allow us to say anything we want when we are suffering. Profanity, taking the name of God in vain is still a sin when we are in the midst of hardship.

Point To Note:

Seeing that God is very concerned about His name being attached to various oaths, He certainly isn"t pleased when we attach His name to a cuss word or use His name in a careless and flippant manner. We should cease from using the statements "O God" or "God" as expressions of surprise or frustration. The same is true for the name of Jesus. Woods reminds us that such expressions as Gee Whiz, Gosh, Egad, Golly, Good Gracious, My Goodness and Good Grief in times past were all mild forms of simply saying "God" or "Jesus". 

Verse 13
"Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises." 

"Let him pray"-"one should not frivolously swear in times of adversity, but he should rather pray….It is not suggested that the only kind of praying is to request deliverance. It is also appropriate to pray for strength to endure. Prayer in its highest sense of communion with God and adoration of Him must recognize His hand in all aspects of life" (Kent pp. 186-187). Present middle imperative, "let him keep on praying"-instead of cursing or calling down a curse on his persecutors. In the context there is incentive to pray, for God hears the prayers of righteous people who are being oppressed (). And in the end, God is really the only one who can do anything about the situation. In addition, when we pray, we are reminded that the person making our life miserable---also has a soul. It is hard to keep on hating an enemy when you are praying for him (Matthew 5:44).

"Is anyone cheerful"-"We have a tendency to remember God when things are not going well and a tendency to forget him when they are going well. Don"t do that" (Draper p. 157). "James, then wants God remembered in all situations, good as well as bad. Turning to God in need is half the truth; turning to him in praise either in the church or alone when one is cheerful (whatever the situation) is the other half. God is not just an errand boy to help human need, but one who deserves worship and praise at all times (Philippians 4:4; Philippians 4:6; Ephesians 5:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)" (Davids p. 192). Be impressed that there is nothing wrong in being cheerful, Christianity wasn"t designed to be a gloomy lifestyle. 

"Let him sing praises"-"Let him keep on singing" (Robertson p. 64). 

Point To Note:

Some have tried to argue that the Greek word rendered "sing praises" means or can mean to sing to the accompaniment of instruments. But in New Testament usage all the experts note that the word meant "to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song" (Thayer p. 675); "to sing a hymn, sing praise" (Vine p. 58); "sing praise" (Arndt p. 891). Compare with Romans 15:9; 1 Corinthians 14:15; Ephesians 5:19; James 5:13.

Verse 14
Concerning Sickness

"Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;" 

"Is anyone among you sick?"-As you probably have guessed there are a number of questions in this section of Scripture. Is this a physical illness or a spiritual illness? While the word translated "sick" is usually used in reference to physical illness, the word translated "sick" in is only used for a spiritual condition. The word in this verse literally means to be feeble, sick, weak or lack strength. Arndt says, "of bodily weakness, be sick" (p. 115). 

The interpretation of spiritual sickness would allege that here is an individual who may or may not have committed sins (). He might we discouraged or depressed, spiritually weak and calls upon the elders of the church for assistance.

"Let him call for the elders of the church"-Note the personal responsibility that is stressed. "We are not to get sick and then complain that no one cares and comes to see us. We are commanded to call the elders and tell them we are sick. We as a people have a responsibility to inform those who lead us of the needs we have" (Draper p. 159). "The sick person is to take the initiative; others do not do it for him" (Kent p. 188).

Points To Note:

1. The individuals being called are the elders of the local congregation. Far from being an office that "evolved" in the early church, we find a plurality of elders shepherding local congregations early on in the history of the church (Acts 14:23). 2. Note that the elders are called, "Nor are these persons priests, as the Catholic Douay Version mistakenly translates" (Kent p. 188). For other passages on elders see Acts 20:17; Acts 20:28; Philippians 1:1; Titus 1:5 ff; 1 Peter 5:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Timothy 3:1 ff. 

"and let them pray over him"-that is to pray on his behalf. 

"anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord"-Some view this as a figurative expression, i.e. when the elders are praying for him they are figuratively anointing him with oil. To me it seems that the statement is literal, but let it be noted that this doesn"t mean that there are inherent miraculous healing properties in the oil being used. This oil is administered by the elders and the healing under consideration is linked with the prayer of faith and not the oil itself (). McGarvey notes, "The anointing of the sick with oil was not expected to contribute to the cure; for, apart from its inadequacy as a remedy, it could not, in the nature of the case, contribute to a miraculous cure. This was the anointing of a man who was about to be cured-----this was preparatory to going forth once more into the enjoyments of life" (Matthew/Mark, p. 301). See Mark 6:3. Or, in other words the anointing with oil was to a way of saying, "Be prepared to get back to your regular duties in life". Being anointed with oil in that culture was comparable to a person in our culture who has been sick taking a bath, shaving, or putting on makeup-it was a clear indication that you would be getting better. Note that there is nothing magical about the oil, for Jesus healed at times without using any oil (Mark 7:1-37, John 9:1-41). 

Extreme Unction

The Roman Catholic Church appeals to James 5:14 to support the doctrine of "Extreme Unction". In this doctrine the anointing is considered a sacrament conveying spiritual grace (assuring pardon of unforgiven sins) to the sick in danger of death. But as Kent notes, "Yet that was clearly not the purpose in mind of James, who gave this procedure for restoration of health, not in preparation for death. Not until the end of the eighth century is there any record in the church of anointing with oil to prepare for imminent death (except among a few Gnostic sects)" (p. 189). Once again note the differences between what James presents and the practice of extreme unction: 1. Elders are called for-not priests. 2. Recovery is promised (5:15), rather than impending death. 3. Forgiveness of sins is not due to the oil, or the prayers of the elders per se. But rather, the person who is sick is demonstrating an attitude of wanting and needing help. 4. This person isn"t in the last stages of life, for they have called for the elders.

Christians And Healing

1. Some say that the point of the above passage is that we are to pray and then do everything physically necessary, go see the doctor, take medication, and so on. While such is often true, it isn"t the point being made in the above passage. The Bible doesn"t have anything against physicians (Matthew 9:12), and God can certainly heal through providential means. 2. If the healing in the above passage is physical, then it must be a case of miraculous healing: A. The elders are to be called for and not physicians. B. The person will get better (5:15). 3. It is also clear that such gifts of healing would evidently cease (1 Corinthians 13:8). Once the word was confirmed and revealed, such gifts had served their purpose (Hebrews 2:3-4). Roberts notes, "Church History confirms this conclusion (i.e. the spiritual gifts ceased), for efforts to revive such gifts in the post-apostolic church (e.g., the Montanists) were considered heresies" (p. 215). 4. If this is physical healing, then the elders are called for because besides the apostles they would be the men most likely to have been endowed with spiritual gifts (1 Timothy 4:14). 

Verse 15
"and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him." 

"prayer offered in faith"-as opposed to one marked by doubt (). 

"will restore the one who is sick"-"Restore"-to make well, heal, restore to health. The word translated "restore" is used in a spiritual sense in other passages (Matthew 1:21; Matthew 10:22; Matthew 18:11; Mark 16:16; Romans 10:13; James 5:20).

"the Lord will raise him up"-once again, this isn"t an action which is to be performed upon a person just before they die. This individual will be raised up, i.e. raised up to a healthy condition.

"if he has committed sins"-Carefully note that the sickness under consideration isn"t inherently the result of ones own sin. See John 9:2-3. Roberts notes, "Sickness will often make men who are sinful more conscious of their spiritual condition. Illness has been the turning point of many lives" (p. 219). 

"they will be forgiven him"-Not because the elders have power to forgive sin, but because the person who is sick is humble and is asking for God"s help (1 John 1:8-10). 

Points To Note:

1. Note the differences between this passage and the practices of modern faith healers: A. The sick person isn"t brought to some healing service, but is rather healed at home. The elders are called for, not some self-appointed leader or speaker. B. There is no fanfare, rather the person is healed with a great amount of simplicity. C. There are no failures. D. Modern faith healers often excuse their failures as being the result of trying to heal people who don"t have enough faith. But note, the prayer of faith includes the "faith" of those doing the healing. 2. If physical healing is the healing under consideration in this section, then it is obvious that such was short-lived in the history of the Church. A. Christians did eventually die (Hebrews 9:27). B. Not every Christian was healed of their sickness or disease (2 Timothy 4:20; 1 Timothy 5:23). 

1. There is some evidence that the healing under consideration could be spiritual healing: A. The word translated "sick" in is only used of a weariness of the mind or spirit in the New Testament (Hebrews 12:3; Revelation 2:3), i.e. a condition of being spiritually tired. B. One can be spiritually exhausted without reaching a point of sinning (5:15). C. The elders would also be the logical ones to call if a person finds themselves in a state of despondency, they do watch for our souls (Hebrews 13:17). D. The anointing with oil would mean the same thing in both cases (physical or spiritual healing), for it would signal that this person was to get back on their feet and get back into their daily routine of living. E. The confession of sins in 5:16 fits well with the spiritual sickness view, for unforgiven sins and guilt can very easily bring us into a state of depression, apathy, despondency, and a lack of motivation. 

Be impressed with the balance in the Bible. Physical illness can be the result of sin and then it is can completely unrelated to sins in our own life. Notice that God says "if". Which means that illness should be used as a time to seriously reflect upon our own lives and our condition before God. God reminds us that besides checking our own physical condition, look well to your emotional and spiritual condition as well.

Verse 16
"Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much." 

"Therefore"-We have here a connecting link with what has been previously stated. The Greek word translated "therefore" is not found in some Greek manuscripts but it is found in many. James has already linked healing and confession of sins together in . While every physical disease is not the direct result of our sins, some can be traced to sins which are kept hidden and persisted in. The guilt which sin produces in the human heart can cause a lot of physical, mental and emotional damage. In the book "None of These Diseases", the author has a chapter entitled, "Upset Mind-Sick Body". He points that anxiety, probably places more stress on the heart than any other stimulus, including physical exercise and fatigue. Through such things as worry, anger and guilt we can literally make ourselves sick. Man wasn"t designed by God to be a vessel to carry around guilt. See Psalms 32:1-5; Psalms 38:1-8 for a good description of how unforgiven sin can make us miserable, physically and mentally.

"confess your sins"-"Confess"-"to confess forth, freely and openly" (Vine p. 764). "Be in the habit of confessing your sins" (Roberts p. 220). James here uses the present imperative of continuous action. "We are not to wait until we are ill to do so" (Roberts p. 220). Unfortunately, at times we wait until our guilt is so unbearable, and suffer needlessly before we are willing to repent. Too many of us think that we can live with and get by with some sin in our lives. "Sins"-(KJV "faults"), "false step, transgression, sin" (Arndt p. 621). 

Points To Note:

1. "Because sin is so pervasive in human life, there is continual need for both spiritual sensitivity and appropriate action where sin has been committed" (Kent pp. 191-192). 2. Draper notes, ""Confession" in the original language comes from a Greek word meaning "to say the same thing" or "to agree with". When we confess sin to God, we are agreeing with God"s assessment of our lives. We say the same thing God says to us" (p. 164). 3. Hence when we confess our sins we need to be honest and call such things what God calls them. In addition, it doesn"t do any good to overstate the case and say things like, "I"m just no good, I can"t do anything right, others would be better off if I were dead". Because such statements are not what God thinks about us. 

"to one another"-"reciprocally, mutually" (Thayer p. 28); "each other, mutually" (Arndt p. 39).

Points To Note:

1. Carefully note that James 5:16 is not teaching an arrangement in which confession is purely one way, i.e. one person does all the confessing and all the time. It is assumed that all Christians will commit sin from time to time (1 John 1:8-10). 2. From other passages we learn that we especially need to confess our sin(s) to the person we have wronged (Matthew 18:15). That our confession is to be as public as the sin committed. There is nothing inherently in the word "confess" itself which indicates whether the confession is public or private, or how public or how private. I believe that Matthew 18:15-17 can be used to demonstrate that the confession needs to be only as public as the people who know about the sin. 3. Other people don"t have the inherent power to grant forgiveness (Acts 8:22-24), and yet there are times when we might feel that we need the prayers and encouragement of others to overcome a particular sin. In this case we might pick a strong Christian whom we could trust, who would pray with us and help us to overcome a particular temptation (Galatians 6:1). In the context of James 5:1-20, the elders of the Church would constitute a group of individuals who would be qualified by their wisdom and experience to give us spiritual encouragement. 

Auricular Confession

"When sinning has occurred, the confession required here is not to a priest but "to one another"" (Kent p. 192). The Private confession of sins before the priest alone was made compulsory by the Fourth Lateran Council (1215 A.D.). Auricular Confession is based on a couple of wrong assumptions: A. The priests are the successors of the Apostles, when in reality the Apostles had no successors (Acts 1:20-26; 1 Corinthians 15:8). B. Jesus gave the Apostles inherent authority to decide human conditions for forgiveness, i.e. how many and what and which good works were needed to be performed for such and such sin? The truth is that the Apostles revealed the divine terms of forgiveness (John 20:21-23), which are faith, repentance, confession and baptism for non-Christians, and prayer and repentance for Christians (1 John 1:8-10). Note that the confession in James 5:16 includes a mutual obligation. Roberts notes, "The Roman Catholic doctrine of Auricular Confession has no support from the passage. In the first place, "elders" here does not refer to a priestly set of workers. Elders here are not given power to absolve a sinner or to set conditions on which he may be forgiven. The only conditions of forgiveness are those laid down in the gospel of confession and repentance….Finally, "to one another" means that any brother chosen may rightly hear the confession and make intercession (Galatians 6:1)" (p. 221).

Discipleship Partners 

Another abuse of this passage is seen in what has evolved from the Crossroads Movement, to the Boston Movement, to the Discipling Movement, to the International Churches of Christ Movement. Whether they are called Prayer Partners or Discipleship Partners, the concept is the same. Wherein a Christian is set over you and it is your duty to confess to that specific Christian all your sins, and yet that Christian doesn"t confess any of their sins to you. In this system there is another abuse, that is, the sins you confess are not kept in confidence and forgotten, rather they are relayed up the chain of command. Kent reminds us, "This passage is not sufficient warrant for an indiscriminate and continuing baring of the soul to others, with perhaps the temptation to outdo one"s comrades in the number or magnitude of things confessed. It does suggest that specific wrongs should be made to those who have been wronged, and that sinfulness that was public and has tainted the whole church should be confessed before the church" (p. 192). 

"and pray for one another"-that is, keep on praying for one another. "Praying one for another is the key to what God wants to do in our lives. It is hard to be mad at someone for whom we are praying. It is hard to be unkind and cynical toward someone we are praying for" (Draper p. 164). Paul often requested prayers from his brethren on his behalf (Philippians 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; see Acts 12:5; Acts 8:20-23). 

"so that you may be healed"-the word "healed" is used of both spiritual and physical healing. Forgiven sin can certainly help a person feel physically better, one might even live longer if they get rid of the guilt, but the healing here is probably more in the line of being healed from your sins. Woods notes, "An impenitent person would not likely call for the elders of the church….God will not bestow his blessings upon those who insist on maintaining a barrier between themselves and him" (p. 306). In this section it is at times hard to distinguish physical and spiritual healing and that might have been intentional on God"s part. For it is very hard to sin without that affecting you in some physical sense. The world has bought into the myth that we can remain physically and emotionally healthy while spurning God. That our physical, emotional and mental health is completely unrelated to our spiritual health.

"The effective prayer"-"effectual fervent prayer" (KJV); "in its working" (ASV). "to display activity, show oneself operative" (Thayer p. 215). "to work in, be active, operative" (Vine p. 232). 

"Prayer"-"a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty" (Thayer p. 126); "primarily a wanting, a need, then asking, entreaty, supplication" (Vine p. 200). "Used of a specific kind of prayer, an earnest entreaty for something" (Roberts p. 221).

"of a righteous man"-that is a person who is right with God. This letter has already helped us to define such a person. They patiently endure under trials (); ask God for wisdom (1:5); pray with confidence (1:6-8); are quick to listen, in control of their tongue and anger (1:19-20); humbly accept the teachings of Scripture (1:21), are doers of the word (1:22ff) and so on. God has made it clear that He isn"t impressed with the prayers of the hypocritical (1:6-7; Isaiah 59:1-2; Proverbs 15:8; Proverbs 15:29).

"can accomplish much"- "effectual fervent prayer" (KJV); "Great is the power of a good man"s fervent prayer"(TCNT); "has great power in its effects" (RSV); "An upright man"s prayer, when it keeps at work, is very powerful" (Wms); "Powerful is the heartfelt supplication of a righteous man" (Wey). means: "to be able, can" (Thayer p. 309); "to be of force, to be effective, capable of producing results" (Vine p. 90); "have power, be competent, be able" (Arndt p. 383); "Has much force, present active" (Robertson p. 66). "great force" (Woods p. 307). "Be powerful or mighty, and then to prevail, to win out" (Roberts p. 222). 

Points To Note:

1. Thus a prayer that can accomplish much must first be prayed by a righteous individual. In addition, such a prayer can accomplish much because it is a working prayer, an earnest prayer, a prayer that is the result of someone who is earnestly petitioning, praying, entreating, the action of prayer with is actively and persistently engaged in (Luke 11:5-8; Luke 18:1-8; Matthew 15:21-28). An effectual prayer is then a persistent prayer and hence a very fervent prayer. "a righteous man"s praying has great effect when he prays" (Kent p. 193). Draper notes, "A man whose life is a holy life, whose life is consumed with the desire to love and serve God, who walks with and lives for God, will have power in prayer. We have no power in prayer if we have no righteousness in life" (p. 165). Remember, the true power doesn"t merely lie in the prayer, but in the God to whom we pray. 2. This verse and others make it clear that thought God knows what we need before we pray (Matthew 6:8), lukewarm, doubting, insincere, hypocritical and apathetic requests are an insult to God and will not be answered. If we aren"t truly serious and intent upon that for which we pray-then why should God take such a request seriously? "The action of prayer must be earnestly and persistently engaged in. God does not want to interpret our own desires and thoughts; he wants us to express them. Prayer is often an unused asset" (Roberts p. 223). 

Verse 17
The Example Of Elijah 

"Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months". 

"Elijah"-Elijah was a real historical person! The connection between this verse and the previous verse is an answer to a question any reader might have. "Well, how much can such a prayer accomplish? How much can it avail? Really--- what can such prayers really do?" God puts us on the spot. Here is God"s challenge to the skeptical Christian or the Christian who says, "Well I know that praying will make me feel better….and that is about all I expect from my prayer life." "Prayer can build you up and give you a better perspective, but it really can"t accomplish much more than that." 

"was a man with a nature like ours"-"of like feelings or affections" (Thayer p. 445). "Of similar feelings, circumstances, experiences with the same nature" (Arndt p. 566). Compare with Acts 14:15 "We are also men of the same nature as you". Note, Elijah wasn"t a super-human or a god. "the Jews of the intertestamental period developed an exaggerated opinion of Elijah, making him a mysterious heavenly figure, as they did Enoch and Melchizedek. Peter had to correct Cornelius by telling him that he was also a man (Acts 10:26)" (Roberts p. 224). The same truth could be said about any other hero in the Old Testament. Abraham, Noah, Jeremiah, Isaiah……were also men just like ourselves. Hence, what they did, we can do, the level of faith they manifested, we can manifest. "he suffered under the same nature as ours. He was subject to the same limitations that we are. He was tempted just as we are tempted. He was liable to commit the same sins that we are…..God is in the business of answering prayers for folks just like us" (Draper p. 167). "These words were penned by James to allay any feeling that the remarkable exploits of this marvelous man of God set him apart from the rest of his fellows, and he could not be regarded as an example of an ordinary person" (Woods p. 308). And neither was Elijah a perfect man, he had his own short-comings, but God heard his prayer (Romans 11:2-4). 

"and he prayed earnestly"-"Lit., he prayed with prayer" (Vincent p. 764). "He really prayed. Praying earnestly means really praying, really talking to God, really committing ourselves to God, really communicating with God. Elijah meant business when he prayed" (Draper pp. 167-168). 

Points To Note:

1. Therefore, such earnest prayer on our part is certainly not out of reach. For Elijah, a man just like us, a common, ordinary, run of the mill human being, prayed intensely to God and God answered his prayer. Elijah had all the same human limitations which we have and yet he manifested great trust and faith in God. So what is our excuse? Or, to put it more bluntly, what sin(s) are we presently unwilling to part with? What is keeping us from having the same faith? 2. Do we mean business when we pray or has prayer become nothing more than a mere formality? 

"that it might not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months". 

Points To Note:

1. Jesus mentions the same time period in Luke 4:25. 1 Kings 18:1 mentions the "third year" and the New Testament informs us concerning the total length of the drought. Elijah had told Ahab, "surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word" (1 Kings 17:1). 2. A good question arises whether this withholding of moisture was the result of a miraculous intervention by God or was accomplished through providential means. The very fact that there are wondrous events in the Bible which could have been accomplished when God set aside natural laws or could have been accomplished when God worked through natural laws (2 Kings 20:1-7), should remind us just how powerful God is even though nothing miraculous may have happened. At times Christians seem to think that since we don"t live in the day and age of the miraculous that we have to settle for second best. As if the power of God is greatly limited when He works through natural means, natural laws and natural circumstances. 3. God can heal us, God can protect us, God can open up countless opportunities and God can grant huge requests without working a single miracle. 

Verse 18
"And he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its fruit."
"And he prayed again"-The Old Testament doesn"t specifically say he prayed again, but it is implied in 1 Kings 18:42. "The resumption of the rains occurred following the episode of Elijah with the prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel" (Kent p. 195). 

Point To Note:

Wow! This section of Scripture should really make us reevaluate the faith and effort put into our prayers. This section is encouraging but at the same time a bit intimidating. A. If I am a righteous person, then nothing else matters, God hears my prayers, I am not lost in the great crowd of humanity, I am not forgotten. B. In reality, if I am a righteous person, then I have at my finger tips more influence and power than the Congress, the Military of the President. C. I need to be careful about what I pray for. If I sincerely pray that God would humble this country, break our insistence upon the glorification of the autonomous individual, God might just answer that prayer. God has actually changed the weather in answer to the prayers of His people. Now what is my excuse for being apathetic and neglectful in prayer? And what is my excuse for thinking that I can"t do anything or that I can"t make a difference? 

Verse 19
My Brother"s Keeper

"one would expect the close of the letter to offer some sort of summation of the contents, or at least a conclusion based upon the material that has been given….After mentioning in the letter a great many sins that Christians can commit (e.g. favoritism, uncontrolled speech, judging each other, friendship with the world), James indicates that such discussion was not to be taken merely as an academic analysis of church conditions but as a call for action. Those who had strayed from the truth of the gospel and its attendant responsibilities needed to be brought back to proper conduct" (Kent p. 196).

"My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back,"
"if any among you"-The people straying from the truth are Christians. We must reject the interpretation that those who are straying from the truth are non-Christians. "Any"-This can happen to anyone, it even happened to some who had been elders (Acts 20:28 ff).

"strays"-that wanders away, to be lead astray, deceived. Whether others have deceived you or you have deceived yourself (1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Corinthians 15:33; Galatians 6:7; James 1:16).

"from the truth"-which is contained in the gospel message, the Word of God (James 1:18). Notice, how a person might stray from the truth isn"t the issue, because any straying from the truth on any point of the truth can be equally dangerous. The truth is an objective standard, that can be believed, practiced, obeyed, loved and understood (John 8:31-32; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12; 1 Timothy 2:4). The truth isn"t something which is fuzzy, unattainable, mysterious or all inclusive. From the fact that a Christian can stray from the truth, it must be clear that the truth doesn"t include every practice or idea in the religious world. It is just as obvious that a Christian can so sin as to end up lost and that God doesn"t prevent people from straying. The idea of once-saved-always-saved, or the associated ideas that God would never let a Christian believe false doctrine or that God would have you killed before you strayed to the point of lostness---are all false ideas.

Be impressed that doctrine "the truth" and our relationship with God cannot be separated. Straying from the truth means straying from God! Draper reminds us, "We never backslide suddenly. Slowly and over a period of time it begins to happen until ultimately it becomes a condition of backsliding" (p. 170). At times we think that a major crisis might shake our faith---when in reality, often the devil is having success in wearing us down slowly. Instead of bracing ourselves that that one major crisis in our lives, we need to take a good look at ourselves today and see if we have compromised.

"and one turns him back"-Note, and it only takes "one" (Matthew 18:15). Especially, one spiritual and righteous individual (Galatians 6:1). "Turns"-"to cause to return, to bring back" (Thayer p. 243). 

Verse 20
"let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins".

"let him know"-Present active imperative. When we see someone fall away or slipping away, we need to continually remember: A. A soul is at stake, eternity for this person is hanging in the balance. B. This is an urgent situation, that demands our best effort, attitude and dedication. C. Even though a person who has strayed might resent my initial efforts---I know that I am doing what God wants done, that I am doing what is best for that individual!

"he who turns a sinner from the error of his way"-Such can be done, this isn"t an impossible task! People who stray from the truth can be brought back. Note also that the unfaithful Christian is called a "sinner". "God sees such a one as a sinner "in the error or his way". Not that he has merely stumbled in doing wrong, but that he practices sin" (Plain Talk, 16/6/3). 

"of his way"-Nobody is forcing this person to defect. And when I sin-those sins are "mine". 

"will save his soul from death"-The soul being saved from death is the soul of the person who is brought back to God. The idea isn"t that if I bring someone back, I have saved my own soul---because, what if they don"t want to come back?! Compare with 1 Corinthians 9:27. I do have the responsibility in going after the erring (Galatians 6:1; Matthew 18:15), but I do not have the responsibility for what decision they will finally make. The death under consideration is obviously eternal death, final separation from God. It can"t be physical death, for many unfaithful people live long lives or live just as long as the most devout Christian. And, when a person strays from the truth, they are automatically in a condition of spiritual death. What we are trying to save this soul from is final and eternal separation from God, i.e. hell.

"and will cover a multitude of sins"-"Cover"-"cover, conceal, remove from sight". (1 Peter 4:8 "because love covers a multitude of sins"; Proverbs 10:12; Psalms 32:1; Psalms 85:2).

Points To Note:

1. First of all, when a person is brought back to the truth, their sins of unfaithfulness are forgiven by God (1 John 1:8-10). 2. In addition, think about all the sins which will never happen because you were able to bring this person back! Think of the difference that has been made in this person"s life and in the world. The difference in what type of husband, wife, parent, child, worker, etc…and this person will be. 3. Please note, when we don"t serve God we are not merely sinning here and there, we are living a life in which we will sin countless times without number. A life of unfaithfulness is not merely sinning in one thing or area, when we are unfaithful to God we are being unfaithful to many people, many duties, responsibilities and so on. 4. In addition, the person who comes back is forgiven and his or her sins are not remembered. "The need of the man who errs from the truth is not ignoring him, advertising his situation, exposing, criticism, rationalizing. But he needs help, converting, saving, restoring, counted as a brother" (Plain Talk 18/9/5). "he that is wise winneth souls" (Proverbs 11:30). 

